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TEDE QCORMMBERCOIAY,

Wealth of Hudson Bay.

J. W. Tyrrell, writes a letter to tho
Toronto Gloubo, regarding the navigation of
Hudson bay and straits, from which wa tako
the following :

“ Outsido and entoroly independont of tho
question of pavigating Iludson Stratts, thero
exist other urgent reascns for souding an
eapedition to lHudwon Bay. Our fishories
and our fur trade in that region aro sadly 1
nced of protection. Our coast lines and our
herbors require to be correctly located and
charted. and our mineral resources demaund
attention. Tho resources of the tludson Bav
district are numerous and of groat commer
cial value. They may bo bricfly stated as
follows :—Tho right whale, thoe whito whalo,
the narwhal, the porpoise, tho walrus. seals
of several varietics, the polar bear, the rein-
doer, “No musk ox, the wolf, the wolverine,
and fo) es, whito red and black. Alsosalmon,
white fish and trout of the finest description.

Besides theso fish aud animals, nearly all of ]

tho richer minerals have been found in the
region. As to the occurrencoand abundanco
of thoso resources I can bear personal testi-
mony, having crossed the bay no less than
fiva times and spent three scasons upon its
shores.

I havo seen the surface of the water as far
as the eyo could reach from tho deck o“a
ship appear as an undulating, plunging mass
of whito because of the preserce of great
shoals of whito whales.

I havo observed the islands and shoresin
many localitics swarming with walruses, and
I have witpessed such sights of reindeer that
only vhotographs can deseribe. Theso, as
well as all ¢f tho other preducts previously
mentioned, l.ave a bigh commercial valuo,
but I will nut further dwell upon thissubject,
excopting to speak briefly ot thewhale fiher-
ics, through which alone Cauada has alrcady
lost many mllivns of dollars. I mapht go
into figures to prove thisstatemeunt, as [ havo
them before me, but it will bo sufficient to
oxplain that the a~sertion is.not made with-
out amplo informativn upon which tobasoit.
Anaverage right whale, in bune und 0il, 18
valaed at from ten to twenty thousand
dollars, and as three or four whales are
commonly captured by one vessel in aseason,
it is readily seen what are the possibilities of
& singlo whaling voyage. It 1s. of course,
an indisputablo fact that foreign whalers
have for years been poaching in Hudson
Bay aud the adjecent waters to the north
aud cast, I have seen as many as four
vessels in one season myself, so that aithough
by the treaty of Utrecht the sovereignity of
Hudson Bay was ceded to Great Britan, it
is just possibloe that through long-continued
acquicscenco, theso foreigmers may bo cs-
tablishing their rights, whi'st ours are being
allowed to lapeo.

It is unquestionpably high time that our
govemmoxgt. should take steps to assert

apnadian jurisdiction in our north seas, and
this can pot be better done than through an
expedition, which may at the same t:me
further investigat. fie prublem of navigating
Hudson Strait.”

In his letter Mr. Tyrrell quotes remarks
of Admiral Markham, a well-known arctic
navigator, regarding the question of nawigat-
iog vho bay. Admiral Markham xaid:

** Steam kas made a revolution in ice navi-
gation. A woll-found ttoamer 18 able to
mako her way with ease through the ico
found in Hudson straits in .Juno and Jaly,
when a sailing ship would bo hopelessly besct
sad incapable of pushing on. ‘I'he must ad-
vantagoous timo for pushing on is, of cv.rve,
in calm weather when thoiceisloose, Under
tho rame conditions a sailing vessel would bo
hopeless. It is, therofore, only reasonable to
infer that what has been performed regalarly
snd year after year by sailing ships, can bo
accomplishod with greator regularly and cer-

!

tainty by woll-found steameo.'s, specially con-
structed for ico navigation, and provided with
poworful machinery. A chaunol which has
bean navigated for 270 years, fist by the
littlo fly-boats of the 17th contury, thon by
the bluff-bowed, slow cailing. oxporting ves-
sels of Parry'aday. and for nlong time by tho
Hudson Biy Company ships, cannot be very
formmidable, and if sailing ships can annually
pass through it, steamors will find less difil-
culty in dving so. Tho result of all the ex-
perionce gathered from veyages during two
corturies and from observation at thestations,
1s that Hudson strait i3 perfoctly navigable
and froo fiom ice in August aud later in the
season, It must be romombored that this
passage has been successfully accomplished
nearly every year for the past two centuries,
while the vessols which have been employed
in tho servico have been ordinary sailing
ships, depondent ecntirely upon wind and
weather, [t is very rare indeed that they
havo failed to get through, and still moro
raro that apy of them have b2an destroyed
by the ice. Itappearfrom the official reports
of tho Hudson Bay Company that Moose
Factory on the southern shore of the bay,
has been visited aunually by a ship since
1785, with but one cxception, namely, in
1779, whon for omco the vessel failed to
ashiove the passage of the strait. The par-
cont=go of losses by wreckage among tho vos-
sels employed in the Hudson bay is far less
than would have to ba recorded in alike num-
bor of shipsongaged in general ocean traffic.”

The Gattfe Season

The fall round-ups are now in progress.
What is known as the High River round-up
includes the country botween Calgary and
Mosjuito Creek, flanked on the wese by tho
Rockies and on the cast by a line runniog
north and south about the mouth of lligh
river. The object cf the round up is the
collection and identification of cows and
calves, the owacrship of the former being
determined 1n the brand they ecarry, and in
tho calves being branded to correspond.
Tms concluded, & secoud round-up is held
for the gathering of b2of for shipment,
While a fow steers and spoyed heifers may
bo yot unsold the whole of the marketablo
beef cattlo on tho ranges have been purchased
by Gordon & Ironsides for shipment during
tho summer and fall. Notwicthstanding re-
ports in tho carly part of the season about
low prices, the fizure paid by Gordon & Iron-
sides i3 tho same as last year, $i0 per head.
Racching in Alberta is an industry which
has succeeded iu placivg itsell on a basis of
mutual protection. Tho leading ranchmen
this season successfully resisted tha effort to
pull down prices and fixed the prico of their
fat stcers at §40 and told the buyers thoy
¢t could take'em or leave 'wum. The buyers
“took em " To a certain extent the bayers
can pull even on a falling market by culling
out only tho bast and fatiest steers for ship-
ment and leaviog the poorer ones, and this
they usually do when cattlearodownin Eog-
land. Thobulkof thocattlothatareat all fisfor
export will bo taken, and tbo ranchmens' $40
figuro raid. From conversations with cattlo
men who aro in a y.:éitiun to know it is
found that Alberta’s foremust industry con-
tinues in a thriving condition, and thero no
longer ruinains any doabt that it is vze of the
saless, soundest and mast lucrative invest-
meats a mnan can put his money nto.~Cal-
gary Herald,

W. C. Baall, tho only colored prospoctor in
Rosslead district, has sold his Abe Lincoln
mino for $2,0 ..

Harry Sandizon, morchant tailor, Wipni-
peg lost an arm by a gun accident, while
out hunting recently. o is doing woll
under treatment,

WALKER HOUSE,

The most convenicntly located Hotel in Toronto
Onc Block from Union Rallway Depot
A first-class Fandly aud Commercial House

Terms rom B o day
DAVID WALKER, Proprictor

Corner York and Front Sts , TORONTO, Ont,

AUSTIN & ROBERTSOX

WHOLESALE STATIONERS,
MONTREAL

Dmier~ ip all Classcs of .
Writings and Printings,
Linens, Todger and Bond Papers,

A% Quotatlons and “ampler on Aj pllcation. 3

Partner Wanted.

Wanted in an cstablished and growmng
jobbing and retail business, & partner wit
business energy and some business experiencs
sufficient to manago the commercial part of
the business, while tho subscriber manages
the practical part. A capital of atout $3.u)
necossery  To the proper party, the opening
is an excaptionally good one.

Apply by letter addrossed to

PARTNER P P., Commercial Office, Winnipsg

St. Lawrence Hall
MONTREAL, - P.Q.

Erery attention paid to Guests.  First class
in every respect.  Appointments perfect.
Graduated Prices.

Robin, Sadier & Haworth

~—MANUFACTURES O¥—

LEATHER
BELTING

_MONTREAL and TORONTO.

WISGONSIN GENTRAL

LINES.

LATES D TIME CARD.

Daily Through Trains.

N

1245pm 6 25pm Ly Minneapolis Ar 8.10am 4.20en

1.2 pm) 715pm. Ay, St Paul Are SOdam 340
405pmily.  Daloth  Arfll 10am,
~15pmjLv. Ashlard Arj S.18am

T15amlln s amiar. Chlcazo Lyt S Opm 10.40 pea

Tickets sold and laggage checked through to all
Poi-13in the Unitea States and Canada.

Close coanection made fa Chicago with all trainsgoing
East snd Soutdh.

Foz full information appls 10 your aearest ticket agen
or

JAS. O. POND,
Gen. Pass. Agt., Milwaukee, Wiy




