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EVILS OF A BIG OROP.

The above huading may cause a geatiment of
astonishmont to some, but nevertheless thero
aro many ia Manitoba who will comprehend the
full mouning of the words, The eunormous
grain crops of Manitoba lest year wero not an
unmised good. Ia fact to many of our farmers
it meant loss and disappointment. Pecaliar
statoments these, but acvertheless true, and
this fact has becomo more apparcat within the
Iast two months.

Ths growth of straw last year was something
remarkable. This was a disadvantage from
several points of view. Tho heavier growth of
straw meant delay io the ripening of the grain;
it increased the quantity and cost of binder
twine per acre; it increased ewormously the
cost of harvestiog the crop, making perhaps an
averago of one-third more labor to handle the
crop. Where two horses would be sufficient
to work a binder in a moderate crop, four were
required last year, and then sometimes only a
narrow swath could be cut.

These disadvantages arising from the enor-
mous growth of straw would of course have
been compensated for in the large yield of
grain, had other circumstances been favorable.
But they were not altogether so—with mavny
qaite the reverse. Io the first place, the har
vest was somewhat lato to start with, and the
supply of labor was not equal 1 the demaud.
Huudreds of farmers wera altogethor unable to
cope with the task bofore them of gathering in
such an enormous harvest. The result was,
that loog after the grain should have been
aaved, there were thousands of acres all over
the country still in stook. To make matlers
worse, wet weather set ju, while the work of
harvesting was goidg on. Some, in their
anxiety to get through with the huge task be-
fore them, stacked their crops before the
sheaves were sufficiently dried out, and the
grain became heated i stack. Many others,
in their hurry to save their entire crop, did not
take sufficient care with their stacks, and the
grain became damaged or destroyed by .rain
and snow after it was stacked. Maoy farmers
would have been in a better position now, if
they had allowed part of their crop to stand in
the field, and had harvested the balance in a
careful manner. By tryiog to save all by hur-
ryiog and slighting the work, they in some
cases lost large portions of their crop which
they had gone to the expense of barvesting and
had payed high wages for help. On account of
the length to which harvesting was prolonged,
it was late before threshing was started, and
beforo much threshing had been done, the win-
ter set in early snd exceptionally severe and
blastery. Some tried threshing | the winter,
but the frequent snow storms kept the stacks
in bad condition, and cousiderable grain was
rained or damagzed by becoming mixed with
snow in threshing. Others who allowed their
stacks to stand until apring, found their grain
in many cases badly damaged through wet

| having got into tho stacks, while some stacks
were completely destroyed. Altogether there
was & groat loss to farmers from onoe causo or
another, and although the returna show that an
eunormous quantity of grain has becn marketed,
yot a considerable portion of it was sold at a
low price, n account of buing out of condition,

Altogether, therefore, the wonderfully heavy
crop of last yesr did not bring that retuen to
the farmers which was expected from it. A
moderate crop, saved uoder favorable condi
tinns, would have given botter results  When
we considor the great cost of harvesting such a
heavy crop, help being very scarce and wages
high, and think of the severe loss after the
expouse of placiog the grain in stack had been
borne, we can seo ono unsatisfactory feature of
the case.

Such an eoormous crop as was preduced in
Manitoba last year, unless accompanied by ex-
ceptionally favorable weather conditions, is not
an unmixed good. Our farmers have too muca
land under cultivation, to be in a position to
cope with such & remarkable growth, and un-
less under very favorable coaditions, the in-
creased yield does not pay for the extra risk
and expense of saviog the crop. Of course if
we could have the making of the weather to
suit ourselves, the extraordinarily large crop
would have been all right, but comiong ina year
which proved oxceptionally unfavorable for
harvestiog and theeshing, it was a loss rather
than a bencfit to many. Qao large farmer was
heard to say, cnat if ke had burnt one-half his
crop on the ground, and given his catire atten.
tion to saviog the balance, instead of trying to
savo it all, he would have come out better in
the end, and would still have had sufficient
grain to have made up a fairly good yield for his
total acreage.

With the usual fine harvest weather which
we have in Manitoba ; with & more plentiful
supply of help, and with our farmers cultivat.
ing a more restricted area, and trying to do
that well, such a crop as that produced last
year would be all right. The lesson of the sea-
sou secems to say: Do not cultivate more land
than can bo properly handled under even rather
adverse conditions. Harein we think is where
many of our farmers fail, by imposing moro la-
bor upon themselves than they are able to
bear.

RECIPROCIYY WITH THE USIThu.
STATES.

The Chamber of Commerce of the city of
Grand Vorks, North Dakqta, has with com-
mendable onterprise worked up a movement in
favor of a convention to be held at that place,
to discuss reciprocity with Canada. The con.
veation is expected to be convened on De :ember
13t next, and commercial bodies in the border
states and in Canada, will be invited to send
delegates. The question of lake navigation,
with special reference to the securiog of a
deeper channel from tho head of the lakes to
the ocean, will also form an important matter
for discussion.

So far ag the question of veeiprocity is con-
cerned, it scems to have been the idea of the
Grand Forks people to agitate in favor of re-
ciprocity between the north-west atates and

Western Canada.  This is nonsensical. It
would be reasonablo to discuss tho quoition of
reciprocity botween the two countrics as a
whole, but it szems foolish to hold a convention
to disouss rociprocity between portions of the
United States and portions of Canadu. Sucha
proposition is impractical to start with, and if
the question is to bo tuken up ou these limited
lines, it will ouly be = waste of time talking
about it. Tho federal governments of neither
the United States nor Canada wounld consent to
such o proposition, no matter how strongly the
people on each side of the border, hore in tho
west, might favor it. Tho convention, how
ever, may do some good by calling public atten-
tion to the general question of reciprocity, and
it may help in educating people on the other
side of the boundary in favor of a more liberal
trade policy betweon the two couutrics.

So far aa reciprocity is concerned, it is timo
the peoplo south of the boundary were making
some move in the matter, if they desire groater
freedom in their trade intercourse with Canada.
They havo a deal of work to do at home in mak-
ing their owo politicians understand that they
want greater freedom of trade with this coun-
try. Furthermore, they must mike their poli.
ticians understand that they must submit to
reasonable torms for tho oxtension of trade be.
tween the two countries. Caunada has seat
delegates to Washiogton several times, for the
purpose of negotiatiug, if possible, a fair treaty
of reciprocity, but each time our representatives
have returned from a fool's errand. Oa tho
last visit of our delegates to \Washiagton, they
were given plainly to understand that the pre-
sent government of the republic will not con-
sider the questirn of the oxtension of trade
frcedom between the two countries-in a fair
and reasonable spirit,

This being the case, it is foolish for Canad.
ians to keop up any agitation in favor of great-
er freedom in trade matters with the United
States. Cavada has sent delegates to Wash-
ington often enough. When the United States
is ready to consider the question of greater
freedom in trade between the t¥o countries, in
a fair and reasonable spirit, they should come
to us.

There should be no objection against com-
mercial bodies in Canada sending delogates to
the Grand Forks convention. The friendly
discussion of the question will not do any harm,
if it will not do any good. Caunadiaus, how-
ever, should point out, that it is not our fault
that so much restriction has been placed upon
trado between the two countries. Both palitical
partiesin Cavada have shown themsolves ready
and willing to make concessionsin favor of
greater trade freedom.  Qur overtures have
been received at Washingtoa with indifference,
or with altogether uarcasonable proposals.
Much unfriendly legislation affecting this coun-
try lias proceeded from tho present admioistra-
tion in power at Washington. At present a
savago bull-dog measure is before congress,
aimed at thiscountry, and that altogether with-
out reason. The Grand Forks people have
therefore a big work before them at home, if
they have to bring about reciprocity with Can-
ada. Wo wish them success, and assure them
that when thoir country is ready to talk senso
on this question, Canada will bo foun



