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T7HE FIRST FLAX FIBRE PULP MILL.

WIIAT is understaod ta be the first miii in
the wvorld ta produce fiax fibre is naw nearing
completion nt Niagara Faits, N. Y., the owners
being the French-Hickman Flax Fibre Company.
The pracess is covered by patents, and cansîsts
of the making of chemnical pulp from straw, or
as termied by the inventar, flax, in such a manner
as ta be equal ta any other pulp for the use of
fine papers and boards. It is claimed that it cari
be madle as cheaply as other chemnical pulp, is
dlean, and bas a dloser fibre.

The fiax straw is secured from North Dakota
in bales, and is taken fromn the cutting room ta
the digesters, wvhere it is cooked in a way same-
what similar to that used in the soda pracess.
The product is then biown out into thc blow
tanks, where the liquor is drained off thiough a
systcmn af rotary furnaces and the pulp pumnped
ta the washers. AlLer being thoroughly washed
it goes ta the bleaching tanks, from which it is
taken ta the beating engines and prepared for
the machine.

The main buildings are flanked an the long
sides by railroad tracks. On anc side the fla%
product is rcceived, white on the other it is turned
out as pulp ready for shipment. The interiar
arrangement shows a tharough economy of
space for the best resuits. The raw praduct
cames int the main building on carriers and
first goes to the digester roam. This is a two-
storey raom, 52 x 723 feet. There are in iL five
digesters, each 9 feet in diamieter and 16 feet
long. They were macle by the Pusey & Jones
Company, af Wiimington, Del., and have a
capacity aOf 25 tons.

The boiler bouse adjoins tbis and is 52x76 feet.
Here are five too horse power tubular boilers,
cach 66 inches by 18 feet. They werc furnished
by the Erie City Iran Works, of Erie, Pa.

The next raomn in rotation is the incinerator
room. This is %vhere the peculiar system of the
Hickman pracess takes place. An incineratar,
or rotary furnace, is used tor burning the liquor.
Tberc are alsa three liquor tanks, i t feet ina

diameter by i i feet deep, through which the
fiuid passes. The alkali roomn is next, 52x84
feet, and twa stores, with rock bottamn
and cement ceiiing. This is used for liquor
mixing and lime reclaiming. Here are six
mixing tanks, each 14 f eet ina dianieter and 8
f cet deep. They werc furnisbed by the Dobbie
Foundry Ca., ai Niagara Falls, N. Y. The
yaryan rcom, 50 x 72 feet, is equipped wvith four
steamn pumps macle by the Stilwell-Bierce &
Smnith-Vaile Company, of Dayton, Ohio.

Before describing the machine roomn a word
about the machine shop. Here is a perfectly ap.
pointed repair room two stories in height, 32 X
50 feet, equipped wvith lathes, drill press, cutters,
planers and other necessary tools. IL adjoins
the machine room, which stretches out 225 feet
by 56 feet, with a salid cement floor. The room
is designed for two 96 inch machines, anc ai
which is now being-set up. It is fram the Pusey
& Joncs Comipany's shops at Wiimingtan, Del.,
and has Lwa cylinders and Lwenty.seven dryers.
Somé 50 feet of this room are aliotted for a
basement. Here two beating engines from -the
Globe Iran Works, of Dayton, Ohio, wvill be set
up, as wvelI.as a quota af stuif chests, w.hich are
beink macle by Superintendent Campbell.

The store room -continues on from the machine
room, is xo8 x 56 feet, one storey, wvith cernent
flbar. Here is ample romr for storing and ship-
ping the finisbed- praduct as it camnes from the
dryers ready.for tying.up.

Back of the machine room is the wasb .and
bleach raam, 65 x 156 feet, three stories. U-ere
are two beating engines, two large sized blow
tanks, z8 feet ina diparneter by 16 feet deep; ten
draining tanks, 25 bleaching tanks andt five
wash.ers. The engines, drain tanks anîd washers
are frorn the Pusey & Jones Company, wvhite the
blcach tanks* are being built by Superintendent
Campb eli and the blow lanks by the Dobbie
Company.

The office and laboratory wiil con'plcte the
main buildings. The former will be 32x36 feet,.
iocated in the north-west corner, second story,
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and will be modernly appointed. Theabn.ý0
adjoins, where the chemical anti electrial
plies wvill be kept-and tests madle.

Near the so'uth-west corner of the niain bLI
ings-is the straw, or (lax, lieuse a bjlc s ,
turc ttwo stories high, 48 x 54 ftzet. lier
rawv product is received, and is cut and lrd
proper form for starting on ats %,,y to be tu
formed into flax pulp. This buildingis ý1pM
wvith two cutting machines made by the Winot
Manufacturing Conipany, of Witionia, j
with a capacity Of 25 tons a day. The car;
take the flax, after it is cut'Uic right size, t0tý
digesters.

Back of the fiax house, and near the rivtr,ý
the pump house, a brick fireprool building, 21
3o feet in size. It is furnishced wvith onekt
pump madle by the Lawvrence Maduine Comp,
of Lawvrence, Mass., and twa cent rifugail o.,,d
pumps, also macle by the sanie company. A
filter system will aiso be instalied.

PIJRCHASES 0F CANADIAN PULP.
CONCERNING the large orders reported 10 haq

been placed for Canadian wvood pulp for îtb
year's delivery, a correspondent wvrites to tk
Paper Trade Review, of London, Eng., Il
follows

As the very tali yarn regarding the reporud
purchase of 6o,ooo tons of Canadian pulp t7
Messrs. A. Wcrtheim & Company is cakcuîa
to injure the Canadian pulp industry, 1 hastentâ
contradict the same.

No such purchase is possible at one. lime ad
for onc year's delivery. Canada has neyer yd
shipped 6o,ooo, tons of mechanicai wvood pulp.

1 t is common knowledge that the Nova Scotiu
milîs sold out by August last for ibis year's di.
Iivery, and the pulp did flot go ta the flrm yrs
mention, although 1 understand Wertheimsîl
over in October last the contracts of one of tu'~
original buyers, for a total quantity of abo
20,000 wet tons, which quantity included tu
product of the Newfaundiland miii.

It is therefore absurd to suggest a purchased
a further 6o,ooo tons from Canada, espeially ts
two productions are still open, and 1 assumetU!
20,000 to which 1 refer bave grcnvn in trns.
mission.

The Canada Paper Co~mpany i.. pi-- > a neu. er
digcstor, 28 feet long and 7>ý4 fect lin diarneler, is
sulphite miii ai Windsor Milis, Que.
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