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The other notable was Charles F. Allison, the founder of 
Mount Allison Educational Institutions. Mr. Allison was a man 
of deep piety and intense earnestness.

The lack of secondary schools where the youth of both sexes 
could obtain an advanced education on Christian lines to enable 
them to command the employment being offered in our growing 
communities was a problem of great magnitude, with which 
he was not afraid to grapple single handed. Pictou Academy, 
while ranking high as an educational institution, was only a local 
school. Kings, at Windsor, while originally endowed by public 
funds as a national institution had been seized by a clerical faction 
and converted into a sectarian school, feeble as it was narrow, 
and gaining the confidence of only a section of its own denomina­
tion.

Possessing broad and high minded views, Mr. Allison gave a 
large portion of his own fortune in founding two seminaries 
of learning. Their growth and success testified by the hun­
dreds of students attending them, are perpetual monuments 
of his patriotism and philanthropy. He was a partner of Hon. 
Wm. Crane, a son of Col. Jonathan Crane, who for thirty-four 
years held a place in the Nova Scotia Assembly as one of its 
most brilliant speakers. Mr. Crane as a youth emigrated from 
Kings County, N. S. to Sackville—his fortune tied up in a poc­
ket handkerchief. He died at Fredericton in 1853, speaker of 
the New Brunswick Assembly and one of the wealthiest men in 
Eastern Canada. In 1838, when crossing the Altantic in a dele­
gation from the New Brunswick government, his vessel passed 
the “Serius”, the first transatlantic steamer. In the Cunard 
memoirs published in the Ixindon Times, he is given the credit 
being the first to urge upon the Colonial Minister, Lord Glenelg, 
the importance of subsidizing a line of steamers to Halifax, 
which led to the Cunard Contract.

Amos Botsford, a lawyer of New Haven, was appointed by 
Lord Dorchester an agent for settling the Loyalists in Nova Scotia 
in 1782 and arrived in Annapolis that year. He afterwards re­
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