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Section 6.

St. Eloi.
6. On March 27th our troops made an attack with 

the object of straightening out the line at St. Eloi, 
and cutting away the small German salient which 
encroached on the semicircle of our line in the 
Ypres salient to a depth of about 100 yards over 
a front of some 600 yards. The operation was 
begun by the firing of six very large mines; the 
charge was so heavy that the explosion was felt in 
towns several miles behind the lines, and large 
numbers of the enemy were killed. Half a minute 
after the explosion our infantry attack was launched, 
aiming at the German Second Line. The right 
attack met with little opposition, and captured its 
assigned objective; but the left attack was not so 
successful, and a gap was left in possession of the 
Germans, through which they entered one of the 
craters. The following days were spent by both 
sides in heavy bombardment and in unsuccessful 
attacks, intended on our part to capture the remain
ing trenches, and on the part of the Germans to 
drive us from the positions we had occupied. In 
the very early morning of April 3rd we succeeded 
in recapturing the crater and the trenches still held 
by the enemy, thereby securing the whole of our 
original objective. We had, moreover, captured


