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XX.* ' 'iin>/inf hliiiidt.
—

'i'liese islaiidH have born
so well siirveycil by Captain Duperri-y and Captain
Liltke, that there is very little iioxv left to be iloiie

coMceriiing tlieiii. I shall, however, point out lure
Home islands that rei|iiii'e to Ik^ detcrniincil with
(jnat precision : I. The island named by Caplaiii

Alnrill, l'\i!ii,ltti, is most liki'ly the saiiio with Cap-
fain I,iitki''s, Farroilep ; but a difference of 'J

I' in

latitiicle, makes this doubtful. 2. Island //'/''''<(< on
Captain's iMipency's chart. Wo do not know by
whom it has lieeii discovered, nor who li.-is deti-r-

niined its situation. 'A. I have endeavoureil to

prove, in my .Siip|)U'inciitnry Memoir of the Caro-
line Islands, that the islands Bordelaire, Fame,
Campbell, and the island St. Au^pistine, aru one
and the same. This hypothesis rei|uire8 to be
verified. 4. The Monteverde Islands ought to be
surveyed; what Captains Monteverde and Morell,

the only navifjators who have seen them, have
said of them, is not suMiciently satisfactory.

ft. Wo see on Captain Duperrey's chart of tlio

('aroline Islands, several isiamls, of which we
know nntliiii); more than the name, viz.: Bum-
Isny'". Quekin's, &c,, and tlieir existence and posi-

tion remain to bo ascertained. 0. The islaiicl of

Arreeifos has, so far as my knowletlgo extends,

been seen only by the ship I'rovidence, in the year
181 1. Not knowing much re8|iecting it, it is to

be wished that it should be surveyed.

XXI.» The Ishmd of GilUrl.— At the end of

my siipplenicntary volume, I have pointed out

what remains to bo done in order to have a perfect

knowledi;o of nil tho Island* belonging to this

archipeliiKo.

y^.HiiirJl— Indeprndeiit of the American ex-
ploratory exp< ilition, there are to be at the same
tiino three others in the South Si as: two Knglish

and Olio Freneli expedition. .Many of the ishiiids

will of course be visitecl by all the ex|i'clitioii-
;

and it is to bo appreln nded that their lon^'itude^4,

determined by the ilifferitit iistroiioiners of the

expeilitions, will, perhaps, not agt'ee so Well as

might be wished. This dillieiilty will of course

be obviated, by referring their astronomieal obser-

vations to the longitudes of such places as are
determined by absolute astronomical observations

with the ureatest precision, and those most likely

to be visited by the ships of the expeditions.

The positions we have in the !*oiitli Seas, are Pviiil

Veniif, in loliKitude U!!" 2l»' 17" W., di'termined

by the nassage <if Venus over the disk of the sun
;

l'<irt J Ioho/ III II, in the island of ( >alin, by occulta-

tion of several stars, in 2I)S^ 10' K. ; and I'i'rt

Jitrhiin, S(i'l'"ii C«r.', in l.'il" 17' K., by an eclipse

of the sun. in the northern part of the I'acitie,

ICdH r.,/;', 1(M>' Ki' 1(»" K., may be adopted as a
wel!t'i\i'd point, althuii};)) not determined by abso-
liH roiiomieal observations. NN'itli respect to

till- .

'' South America, Tnli'iihaanit, the longi-

tud' h was determined by Captaiin Beechey,
to I ,:. .'>(»' 5!»" W., seems to mo a well de-

terniiiied point. Captain Duperrey is not of that

opinion ; and it remains to be settled whether the

longitude of Talcahuana, or Valparaiso, in 71° 33'

34 ' VV., deserves the preference.

KuiSE.NSTEll.N.

St. retcrsburg, January 2G, lfi37.

c.

TO CAPTAIN JAMES C. ROSS, COMMANDING 11. B. M. SHIPS EREBUS AND TERROR.

U.S. Flag-Ship Vineenncs,

New Zealand, Bay of Islands,

April 5tli, 1840.

My Dear Sin,

I need not tell you liow much 1 feel interested in

your cruise. From the interest you took in the

outfit of our expedition, I am sure you well know
tho interest it excites, and how much this feeling

is heightened by a knowledge on my part of what
you have undertaken, and have to go through. This

prompts me to a desire to bo useful to you if pos-

sible, and to give you my experience of tho lost

season among the ice, whither you are bound.

Your cruise will be an arduous one, no matter
how you may bo enlightened on your course ; but

you have so much knowledge of the ice, and the

manner of treating it, that it appeors almost pre-

sumptuous in me to sit down to give you any hints

relative to it. But, believing as I do, that the ice

of the Antarctic is of a totally difierent character

from that of the Arctic, I venture to offer you a few

hints that may be useful to you in your undertaking;

and although my instructions are binding upon me
relative to discoveries, I am nevertheless aware
that I am acting as my government would order,

if they could have anticipated the case, knowing
how deeply it feels the liberal assistance and great
interest evinced by all tho societies and distin-

guished men of Great Britain, to promote and aid

this, our fii-st undertaking, in the great cause of

science and usefulness ; and I must add tho plea-

sure it gives to me personally, to bo able to return,

though in a small degree, tho great obligation 1

myself feel under to you, and many othere, tho

promoters of your undertaking.

WiNOS.—The winds for the first fortnight of our
time, to the eastward of longitude 1 40° E., were
from the northward and westward, light generally,

accom[ianicd occasionally with clear weather for

hours, and again with dense fogs of short duration,

with a long swell from tho same quarter.

After passing longitude 140° E., or to tho west-

ward of it, we experienced fine weather, with

south-east wi'.ids and occasional snow- squalls, last-

ing but ten or fifteen minutes, and a dry healthy

atmosphere.
The barometer, during our stay on the coast,

was always indicative of wind by its depression,

and was a true guide. Its mean standing was
28-in. Tho temperature surprised ine : wo sol-


