
v

the iub»

|ion, whiok

•Messed of

ubject t9

hare no

acts of an

ascribe

orthy or

itions, but

notires by

that God

'sponsible*

Iuct,-r-the

fereuce to

It has bee9

hisheartf

hard and

avowing or

uiltlesB for

ngodlinesi

belief, do

leessary in^

that man,

is actions >

frequently

an believes

fe is in the

I they are

Ission tdug

>ted to bo

his beljief,

nit of t}»e

rhich they

differenAO

of crinjiM^

orwoj^d

I/i'jTltaMy f<>llo\T tho ftsro i.larir^y of tho do'trinos of S.»oinli'(tn ; hut

qutiHAoil so as to w.irraiit tlio utmost conipl.K'oiicy, in npoakiM;» of tho

fjoiitool vie M, that si>r'iii; n[) tuiclior'!:oi!, uiulor tho ncr^ativi? erotMl of tho

i:i!iil'il ; th ) p.'a:5tic^l uii^o IHuoih vvhioh lo.iulta ffom ti>o criM'd of tho

Sirritiiati; or t\\') d'V^ri Ihi:; lilidatry wiiieh U tncoiira;^od hy tho crccil

of tho Churcli of Homo.

Ill I'vi I, witliiut 9'v.ii ) siit'i q'lalinrxMiiM, tlioir d ictriiin, tikcti a» a

w!iol'), vvotiM not siibs».»rvo tho purpoaesr for which it sodins to havohotMi

duvi^od ; an I th'» only olK'iit oi' ahiiitti!!'; man'? ro-ip'nnU)ility for Win

aBtiom, whil(Hl !nyi i^; his re3;iotHil»ility for \m bjliel", >vonM !»», that

thu Olio partoftlio doctrine wonld njutralizo and nullify tho othor.

a'lil leavn tho wliolo suhjast of UMu'a rosponsibility involved in incxtri-

cabln; rifu^ion. lloldincj ma:i ti bo not raspon^iblo for his beliefs, but

r^Mpoimhlo for Iiii aetirm^ rosnltiui^ from thcso boliof^, they would

plainly freo liiui with ono hand, only to hold him fast with thn other;

—

they would asuiro nirn, yon nhill ni?vn.* bo cDndo:nn'3 1 for thinkin):^

that to bo truth, which God ha* dcolarod to bo error, or that to bo law.

fnl, which ho ha>i pronounced to bo sin, but you shall iniallibly bo con-

domned for aotin;; on that opinion :—thoy would deliver him from all

I'oar ofpunish.nont for his boliofi, but loavo him hri.it(? I with tlio foar

of punisiimont for aitioni to which tlnno bolioH inevitably led;—and

tho only solaco that would thus remain to th • inlidid or heretie would

bo, that arisino; from tho consideration, that ha wa^ placed under tho

government of an omnipotent Jud^e, v.'ho cared nothing f»r what lio

believed, but who, at tho sam;) tim.>, mlq-lit aoizo on him -m a dvj!)tor to

justic) for allowini; hiij beliof:s to Inriuonco his life.

In a word, deny mati'i responsibility for hh belief, and we do not

see whoro you can stop, till you have freed liim from all responsibility,

or at tho least, from all rcraponsiinlity for actions Uawinj; from belief,

and till yon hivo arrived at tlio conclusion, that tho sceptic or tlw

Pantheist, who believes that ho has no duties to God, is innocent in

neglecting every duty which God has enjoined.

But wo come to tho more riijid examination of tho question.

And fii*sfr, it is of importance that you undorstauil distinctly and

definitely tho doctrine which wo are to controvert, with the grounds on

which it is usually made to rest, as wall as tho opposite truth which it is

proposed to e'^tablish. >


