
A NEW SKY.

But from the mere showing of the case, it is evident

that this snow is as much a stranger in the land on which

it is reposing, as a Laplander is who lands at Lisbon, or

as in England a pauper is who enters a parish in which

he is not entitled to settlement; and, therefore, just as

the parish officers, under the authority of the law, vigo-

rously proceed to eject the pauper, so does Nature pro-

ceed to eject the cold that has taken temporary posses-

sion of land to which it does not owe its birth ; and the

process of ejectment is as follows :

—

The superincumbent atmosphere, warmed by the sun,

melts the surface of the snow ; and as soon as the former

has taken to itself a portion of the cold, the wind, bring-

ing with it a new atmosphere, repeats the operation ; and

thus on, until the mass of snow is either effectually eject-

ed, or materially diminished.

But while the combined action of sun and wind are

producing this simple effect in the old world, there exists

in the northern regions of the new world a physical ob-

struction to the operation. I allude to the interminable

forest, through the boughs and branches of which the

descending snow falls, until reaching the ground it re-

mains hidden from the sun and protected from the wind

;

and thus every day's snow adds to the accumulation,

until the whole region is converted into an almost bound-

less ice-house, from which there slowly but continuously

arises, like a mist from the ground, a stratum of cold air,

which the northwest prevailing wind wafts over the south,

and which freezes every thing in its way.

The effect of air passing over ice is curiously exempli-

fied on the Atlantic, where, at certain periods of the year,

all of a sudden, and often during the night, there sud-

denly comes over every passenger a cold mysterious chill,

like the hand of death itself, caused by the vicinity of a
floating iceberg.


