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these grounds that I recommend the House to accede to the

motion of my honourable friend. I will not attempt to use

further argument ; but I will venture, in conclusion, to address

you in the words of one, my right honourable friend, the

member for Pembroke (Sir J. Graham), and I beg particu-

larly to address them to those who, acting under a fear of those

prices, pretend to seek protection for our corn. His words are

these :

" The public opinion must be hostile to the present Corn-

law. The receivers of rent are a very small body. Backed

by public opinion, they are almost omnipotent— in violation

of public opinion, they cannot long retain an exclusive advan-

tage. The contest is fearful, for on what ground will it be

decided ? On the very topic which inflames to madness, that

hunger, which breaks through walls, will be arrayed against

them. The barriers of society will be broken down, and

estates, distinctions, honours, swept away in one resistless tor-

rent. Let those who seek high prices at all risks, remember
the words of Tacitus :

' Vulgus ad magnitudinem beneficiorum aderat, stultis-

simus quisque pecuniis mercabatur ; apud sapientes cassa

habebantur, quae neque dari neque accipi salva republica

poterant.'
"

In conclusion, I would say, that I only ask the House to

go with me into Committee, and I shall then establish my
case. I ask you to let me propose in that Committee the

alteration I think beneficial; and I implore the House not

heedlessly to reject a motion on which, ' believe in my con-

science, depend the welfare and the stability of the material

interests of this country.

I

T«E END.
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