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A BESDME AND SUGBESTION.
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Editor Free PiesB :—The ralBon

d'etre of a Liberal goverumeut Is to

be found In the reform of abuses lu

the body politic with the least possi-

ble delay. If this be not its mission,

then is it a fraud, a fungus, an excr-

escence, an abortion, to be extirpated.

Nothing to Reform, Eh !

Is there naught to reform V Has
Tory rule In the post been so benefi-

cent as to have left to Its fortunato

successors nothing to reform, nnuffht

to redress ? If this could be an-

swered! lu the affirmative, then s

"Tory" rule the best, the most perfect

the world has ever witnessed. If

such be its record, what can be

tliought of those who have character-

ized It as corrupt, extravagant, scan-

dalous, perfidious ? Their rightful

place would be in the first mnk of

moral assassins. In the van of public

traitors, enemies of the people, of or-

der, of progress, of good government.

Can it truthfully be affirmed that the

Conservative government bequeathed

to Its successors a clean slate, with

nothing to do but picnic ? Assuredly

not. For my port I believe every

count in the Liberal indictment, and f

erring at all. It errs on the side of

mercy. Did I believe that the Con-

servative" administration was the

friend and patron of good govern-
ment, it would always have com-
manded my support and confldeno.
The rnrty wliicli gave, and next best,

the larty AAlilch promised, good gov-

ernment, has ever been my iMirty, re-

gardless of names or shiboleths. I

have been an opponent of the Con-
servative party from a conviction,

rightly or wrongly formed', that the

prlneiirfes and policy of the Conserv.'i-

tive fcovernmemt have been inimlol
to the best Interests of the country.

and the welfare of the iicople. I 1m>.

lieve that not only dJd they leave un-
touched a wide field for improvement,
but that every day of their tenure
added fresh thorns and thistles to the
small patch cleared and cultivated.
My earnest wish is that this govern-
ment will live up to the orthodox-
standard of democratic principles.
This would doubly please me, for it

would be a complete vindication of
my life's aim and the maxims which
it inculcated, while recreancy would
Inevitiibly break into "smithereens"
all my idols.

Modern Reformers.
The Irish are pre-eminently the

great reformers of modern times. In-
dilvldnally and collectively they make
more sacrifices at the shrine of re-

form than any other people. The ab-
normal growth of this striking virtue
Is an accidens of the Irish situation.
The Avi-etched system which has been
Impobed upon that people by the re-
lentless law of might, and which Is

only susceptible of q^e kind of refor-
matkMi—tearing it up root and branch
—has inherently and intuitively built
up a race of reformers wherever ou
the fnce of tlio <rIol>e their lot is cast.

This national charactertstic is well
cimii>li;. sized and aptly Illustrated In

the familiar expression. "Pat is

agin' the government anyhow," gov-
ernments being credited with moving
too slowly for "Pat's" sanguine na-
ture. All their literature tends In this

direction. It Is a cardinal doctrine, a
fundamental principle, In their politi-

cal and economic ethics—to Ignore
self, to put the public good before
all earthly considerations.

An Apt Illustrailon.

I myself am a living wt!ness of its

truth, 8 living example of Its streog'th.


