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was attached to the expedition of Gen. Sullivan in the western part of

New-York, and was present at the battle at Newtown—now Elmira.

A manuscript journal and narrative of this expedition, prepared by

him \\\{\\ great care, was for many years preserved by his family, but

has unfortiinaloly been destroyed. The information it contained

woi'ld have boon extremely valuable, and serve to throw much light

upon the mannc^rs and condition of the Six Nations at that period.

At the close of the war the Oncidas granted him a tract of land two

miles s'juare, 1_> ing on the Wood Creek, west of Rome, to which he

removed in 1784, and commenced its improvement. Here he con-

tinued two yravs, when he efTccted an exchange with the nation for

the tract of 'and lying in Westmoreland, known as Dean's Patent,

and removed to his late residence upon it in 17S6, where he con-

tinued to reside until his death. Upon the cession to the State, in

17SS, of the lands lying outside of the line of property as it is called,

the State, in view of his meritorious services daring the war, confirm-

ed the grant to him by patent, under which a portion of the land is

held l)v his family at the present day.

Two or three vicars after the removal of Mr. Dean from Wood
ml

Crook to the latter place, an incident occurred which furnishes a

parallel to the rescue of Captain Smith by Pocahontas in the early

days of Virginia. An institution existed among the Indians for the

punishment of a murderer, answering, in some respects, to the Jewish

code. It became the duty of the nearest relative of the deceased to

pursue him, and avenge his brother's death. In case the murder

was pcrpe* rated by a member of a different tribe, the offence de-

manded that the tribe of the murdered man should require the blood of

some member of the ofTonding tribe. This was regarded as a neces-

sary atonement, and as absolutely requisite to the ha[)[)incss of the

deceased in the world of spirits, and a religious duty, and not as a

mere matter of vengeful gratification. L the period to whicli I have

referred, an Indian had beeu murdered by some unknown white man,

who had escaped. The chiefs thereupon held a considtation at Oneida

to determine what was to he done. Their deliberations were held in

secret, but through the friendship of one of the number, Mr. Dean

was advised of what was jjoing on. From the office that he had hold,

and the high standing he niaintain(>d among the white men, it was

urged in the council that he was the proper person to sacrifice in

atonement for the ofionce committed. The (luestion was, however,

a very difficult one to dispose of. lie had been adopted into the tribe,

and was held to be a son ; and it was argued by many of the chiefs that

he could now be no more responsible for the offence than one of the
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