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fiimlly pave tliis— I .•mi the yoniiircst of twelve, the rest beiiip (lead. My excellent

t;ither. Ksiui I'lielp^, w'as boni in tlie I'nrisli of East Poiiinu'd, near Siiepton Mal-

let, Soiiiersetshiie. Tlicir iaiiiily had niiu'li land in said Tarisli at one time. I

am not qifite sun;, hut 1 think my grandfather's name was William Plielps, a

tailor l)y trade: and so was my father. My rfrandfatlier had brothers- liow many
1 eaniiot s«y, nor what bectimu ot ihoni. .Nly >i;iandlathcr had two wives; by the

first wife he had two sons, one Es;in, my fitliei', and Isaae I'liflps my unele, who
was a ciever stone mason, and was in the English army in North America. W e

never learned tiiat lie returned from thence. Since my father's death, I have
fonnd « scraj) of a letter dated from Anienea to my fntlier, from his biother— it

niiglit be as far back as 1 ll'.i. My grandfather had by his second wile two
daughters, Lucy and Piiillis; they married, but I bolieve they are both dead.

My gi-andfather dii-d in early lifi', of small-pox. .Aly father was left a youth to

struggle into the world the liest'he could; after a short time he Went toLondoti,

stayed there some years, then came into the c imtry and married my o.olher,

then Sarah Friddy, settled down in the pretty town ot Uastlecary, in Somerset-

shire, was m,.ster tailor in that town for nearly. o.') years, employing a mnnbcr of

men. I!e died in the year ISlVi, aged 82 yeais. lie was a man of extraorcMnary

qualities, botli (d niiud and liody, six feet iiigli, wide chest, very upright, strong,

robust constitution, never took medieine, nor ever had any illness till that from

which he died. He Vt'as one of tlie most enliglitened ])oliticians in the West of

Englatul, a great friend ot freedom and liberality in the higliest acceptation ol

that term; a truly good man in heart and life ; sincere in everything he did ; a

man who never had a blemish on his moial character— 1 v.ish 1 could say as

uuieh. I have heard him say that one of the great mistakes 04' his life was, that

In; did not go to America in early life. I have thonglit somtUimes whether my
uncle might not have changed his christiau n.'imo abroad. There is a first cousin

of my father's still living, (in the Tarisli of Pilton, near Shepton Mallet,) named
tJeoige Pheips, aged !)(» years. He has a son living at Presleigh, near Slii.'pton

^Mallet, a farmer, who has lieen to America. There is a S(iuire Phelps living at

Piltou Park, near Shepton Mallet. There is an Kdward Phelps, a lawyer, in Bris-

tol. One from East Pentiard, he has had a brother, died lately, the Kev. Thomas
Phelps, of Maperton, near Wincanton, Someisct. Th(>re was also Isaac Phelps,

of East Hreiit, a lawyer, who died in College (iieen, Pristol, a slmrt tiin<! ago,

worth much inoperty. Tlieie is a Phelps in Wiltshire, at .Malboroiigh. I have

often thought that Samuel Pheljis, the great Actor, is a tclalive of mine. 1 think

so from the cast of his features. Last year, at Porlock, near .Mineheaii, on^

Abraham Pheljjs, Esq., came to my meeting, lieard me speak, askeil my mime;
I told him Isaac, and h(> said mine is Abrahatii, ai'.d 1 feel assured you are one of

our family. lie is iiot a teetotaller, but is a remarkably clever man.
1 will now give you a short account of myself. I gave up the drink in tho

year 18:57, March Uil ; took the pledge on April 17 next. I liave seen all kinds

of life, from a "child's shoe to a jack boot." At 10 yearit of age I became a

Marine; after which, was in the Marine Artillery; left tlnin ; was a short time

out of the service; then entered the .)7th Keg't of foot, from which I purchased

my discharge; imirried a good young woman Xo •. 17, 1^:51. 1 was just then

turned :il years of age. We have had seven ciiildrcn, all of whom have been
true teetotallers. Three ate no more; gone home safe to the worlt' of happy spi

rita. My eldest son is in Australia. I have three home with me—two daughters,

one '2ti years (dd, a fiist-r:iie wo r.an of a large mind and noble spirit— the other
past. It) years, promises lair to 0(iual her sister; My sun James Livesey Phelps,
is above the aveiage as far as goodness and princiitle are concerned. My wife is

a noble good woman, true to all that's right and proper. 1 have given the whole
of the last li'i years to tlie service of humanity. I was the first master of the

lirst " I'agged School" in Pristol, during the years 18-1 ('(-7. The operator of .Mes-

merism at Piyk street, in Bristol, as long as the institution kejjt in existence. I

liaVe not smoked for more than W year^;; '2'.* years since I took a pinch of snulf

;

nearly l(i years since I took any tea, cofTeo, or any other hot drinks. I drink
only cold Avater. I feel it an honor to know that your father and yourself have
been true tenqierance men. 1 am poor in this world's goods, but I would not
change my mission for ten tln)Ui-and a year, (dear money. I am five ivvt nine

inclics high, as ui)ti(5l;t ns an arrow, in:i lbs. weight, anii,''iO years of lige the 8th
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