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many of th».! iu»ljlt' and Iu^Ikt (jiuiliruv that (li.stin,i:ui>li thcui,—and

iiidin'ctly the whole toil'-.' of tlu'ir char.tctcr. Thoir roli,t:;ious nenti-

iJK'iit, thtir h(!arty loyalty, their j^oiieral Inroriiiation an«l intelligence,

their industry and ^renins, their leal liearts, and iri^nerous hands, are

all mure or less ctainected with the early traininjr oi' tiie Par* h

Heliool.

I am haiii»y to say that tliis noble Institution lias hitherto re-

sisted the current of innovation, which has set in so strongly in

modern times—that wild and reckless spirit of change, that would

overturn all (»ld things, simply because they are old—that envious

spirit of sectarianism, that would remove every thing that stands in

the way of its selfish aims. There has existed in every age, a class

of restless agitators, who, in their own estimation, are wiser than their

Fathers, and see nothing right, but the creations of their own brain,

or what tends to advance their own schemes. That class is numerous

at present, and on pn fnce of setting the Parish schools on a broader

: nd uu)Yi' liberal i'oundation, they would wrest them from the inspection

and superintendence of the Church. Kilher the i:ood iei.se, or grate-

ful feelings of the people, generally, have prevented the sacrilegious

innovations of these would bi' reformers, and fortunately, they can find

no fault of sufficient m:iL:iiitude. to L^ive even the colour of an excuse

for revolutionary movement. For while the experience ofnearly three

hundred years has tested the value of these schools, without fear of

contradiction, we afiirni they are in a state of as great, if not greater

efficiency, than they have ever been. We do not mean, that throughout

the length ;ind breadth of the land, they are raised to as high a degree

of proficiency, as they can l>e carried. (Ireat improvements have recently

been made, not only in tlie mode ofcommunicating elementary know-

ledge, but in vast additions to thestockofknowledi^e to be communi-

cated. Tn these improvements the Scotti.^h educational system has

shared. They may not luive yet reached the more remote Parishes,

yet gradually, and at a proper time they will win their way, till the

most distant fibre shall foci the iiuspiring influence. Tt is the business

of general education to keep pace with the march of improvement,

not to precede it. It would serve little purpose to initiate the distant

Highlander in his misty glens and among his cloud capped mountains,

in the abstruse sciences. lie litis got — through the Parish School—
knowledge which he pr-jjes far aliove that - the knowledge of the Son


