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I'REKAi'K.

Tin; prcater part <<( the information contained in the following tables is based
upon rejiliea to a circular which, tliroiigh the kindness of the Foreign, Colonial, and
India Oniccs. wa.; forwarded tu Her Majtaty's representativca in various parts of

the world.

This circular is here rci>rnduced, first, because it explains the object of the
tallies; secondly, because it shows the difViculty there is in obtai^ir .le informa-
tion rerpiired

; and thirdly, with the hope that persons interested in the matter of

time difcreiices will forward notes on the subject, .'specially in connection with
countries and places not inclu<k'd in the following list.

"British Association, Hurlington House, London, W.

To

"Sii!,- It is, I tliink, rciiiarkablc that there appears to be no jiublication which

hhows the corrcspondin;^ value in (ireenwicdi mean time, of the local time employed

throughout the world.

"Sucli a table is indispensable in order to determine accurately the instant of

occurrence of eartlnpiakes, sea-waves, magnetic phenomena, the despatch of tele-

gram.s, and many oUicr evmts, the sequence of which in absolute time has to be

determined.

"Although ajiplicalion has been made to the li^'yai (observatory at (ireenwich,

to the IJoyal rjeographical Society, to the Central Telegraph Ollice in London, to

the oflices of cable c(unpanies, and to other [Kissible sources of information, very

little has been obtained.


