
tht-mselvea, so long as the regular

quota in each was not exceeded, and

they applied for a transfer order at his

desk. Soon he was Hooded with ap-

plications for chaige to the widow's

hoarding-house, and, upon emiuiry.

w:iH informed that it was the most

Mnlt't and orderly of any, while the

meals In variety and cooking were

what Delmonico's was to ordinary eat-

injr establishments.

The requisitions for supplies for that
" number " contained pome Items not

on the ordinary list, but were honour-

ed after due consideration. Soon rum-
ours of a new style of hash served up
I. nee a week at the widow's tloated

aliout the location, and even foremen

called for transient meal tickets to try

it, and envied were the men who held

vested rights as regular inmates there.

The end of the monit.h, with its tabu-

lated tUatements, came round, when
the ligure.s indicated that the most

erononiical and satisfactory results

were fioni the widow's house. The
socond month confirmed such conclu-

sion, when her rate of payment rose

to the head of the list and continued

thei'e to the end of the work, netting

her a very nice monthly Income. She

confidoniially explained to the steward

that the rtsult was due lai'gely to that

famous hash, which, by being sweet-

ened with maple sugar and flavoured

vvith .jpicf-s, enal>led her to uise the

last scrap of every kind at ifood ma-
terial on her premises without cloying

the men's appetites.

She did not call for her monthly pay
until the cashier entered a complaint

against her that he oould not close his

momthly accounts according to rule.

Word from me to call at the office

brought her there In Sunday attire, In-

cluding her before-described full dress

hat. When the rule was explained

that she must regularly draw her

mioney, she complied, but only to brln^r

It to me, to request me to personally

care for Lt durlmg her term of employ-

menit.' ~ti-

An amusing scene took place weekly.

The widow was a regular attendant

Sundays at the Roman Catholic mis-

sionary church some distance away,
wihen she mlight l>e seen wending hei-

way thitherward with her overshadow-

ing perennial hat, only equalled in

tinge of red by her own cheeks and
those of her three girls walking, de-

murely by her aide. At a respect fuJ

d'latance behind her would follow a

platoon of a score, more or less, of men,

dressed in the height of cianai fashions
and all animated by evident Intentions
not to be far from her when inside the
church, while the crowds outside the
tdlflce formed in ranks to let her pass
through, with special marks of consid-
eration. Not a t)ieath was heard
against her, maintain ing respect from
all, and vsoe would have l)etlded the

.nan who had been reported to the
lifty brawny Irishmen In her " num-
l>er," as molesting her In any way.
One day, after the widow's reputa-

tion had become quite established, she,

with her headgear in position, called

on me in the same room as before, to

con tide to me that she had been asked
to marry by not a few of the men, and
of them all she thought most favour-

ably of Patrick Flynn, who had been
selected as caretaker for her in the

first Instance, but, after pondering well

on the subject, when she had almost

said yes, the memory of iher dear de-

parted huslmmd, with his good char-

acter so well certified to, came over

her, and she had told Patrick, like all

her suitors, once and for always, that

she would never be known otherwise

than as the widow of Mlcihael Pheian.

Again came the tears as a tribute to

his memory, with the remark that in

case I heard she was to be married 1

woudd know to the contrary, in ad-

vance.
The widow dropped In ver^ quietly

at my oflJlce at a later date, and when
energetic mieasuires were taken which
nipped In the bud an Impending strike,

many were the surmises where I had
obtained the Information upon which
to act. Its value to my principals,

under circumstances too intricate to be
detailed here, could hardly be over-
estimated.

But the time arrived when the last

gang of workmen were finally paid off,

and a settlement of the widows ac-
count showed over $600 to her credit.

When handing it to her, I said, " No
doubt you will itake this snug sum and
return to Montreal and open a nice
l)oardlng-house ?"

•' Oh, no," said .-he, ' when this canal
i.^ opened, business must go to the
other end of the lake, and I am going
with iit to a place they call Superior
City, and have engaged my passage
by the next boat !" All that I had to


