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The University of New Brunswick, after a long struggle,

was finally put on a satisfactory basis. The governing author-

ity was made non-denominational and the courses modernized,

so that the prospects of its becoming a popular institution

instead of an exclusive one, were bright, if "ate in achievement.

The period under review brought to a close the efforts to

\V support schools by means of voluntary taxation. The Legis-
^ lature at different times had endeavored to induce the people

to tax themselves for school purposes, and it had offered pre-

miums in the form of increased grants to those districts and

parishes which would do it. In 1852, 25% additional grant

was offered to any section adopting the assessment principle.

In 1858, 10% was offered. In spite of these inducements not

a single county, municipality or parish had supported its

schools in this manner, and only here and there had a district

done so.

1871— 1900 The outstanding event of 1871 was the passage

of the Common Schools Act, which provided

for free schools. Under the new Act, the support of elemen-

tary schools was derived from three sources; Provincial Aid

to teachers; the County School Fund; District Assessment.

The parish as an administrative unit was abandoned and

the school district adopted in its place. Each district elected

three School Trustees at an annual School Meeting.

The teachers were classified according to the license

held, as formerly. Inspection was continued, with fourteen

inspectors.

Superior Schools were encouraged on the same plan as

before.

A clause permitted the Trustees of a Grammar School to

unite with the Trustees of a District School for the joint man-

I agement of both, in which case both schools were to be free.

The last clause in the Act declared that all schools con-

ducted under its provisions were to be non-sectarian.

A great deal of opposition to the whole Act arose because

of its non-sectarian clause, and this opposition, as might have
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