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fight it out now. First, I think, that'the
Parliament'of Canada has ne right te pass
any legisiation We be enforced in a foreign
country, especially in the trenches. It is
not practicable to enforce such a law with-
out the consent of the British and French
Governments. I say, as a matter of prin-
-iple this Bill ts ultra vires in s0 far as it
ïffects other countrie's. Even if we had tihe
consent of the British, Belgian and French
Governments it 'woul.d net (be practicable
to get these men tW vote. We nust net lose
sight of the fact .that 'the soldiere who are
et the front are noe under our control. They
are British soldiers, and we are asking the
officers to supply ballots Wo soldiera in
tranches, and aak the-m to vote. It seems
to me absurd, 1 heard the same expression
from the gallery of the House of Commons.
It seemed te me it is absolutely clear that
this legisiation is impracticable and useless.
Supposing now, as I hope it will be the case,
that the British Armies, with the gool
French soldiers *will push 'the Germans
back on to German territory, there will
be thousands, of soidiers in tren-ches
on the German soul, and we will ask the
British and French officers te carry the Ïbal-
lots into thesle German trenches, with the
affidavits te the 9oldiers wehen at any
moment the bugle may sovrnd, and an en-
gagement take place. It is really absurd
and impradticable, and I think it îs wasting
the time of this House. I eay that we
ought te oppose the second reading of the
Bill and I think ail the members of the
other House will be satisfied if we throw it
eut, becauise they are only making pehities
cd this rnatter and nobody is serious about
it. The Government is anxieus te wave
the flag with this Bill, and we de net want
them te do that.

Hon. Mr. POPE-I object te the language
o! 'the hon. gentleman.

The SPEAKER-The hon. gentleman bas
ne right te impute motives te members of
tihe other Hlouse.

Hon. Mr. CHOQUETTE-I have a right
te say that that is the reason it is -brought
here. I say the Opposition rwere for-ced jute
a corner and Vhey d'id a littie flag waiving
tee, -but th-at is net a serious matter. I do
net regard this as a sensible Bill. Take
the first reason given fby my hon. friend
the leader o! the Gevernment. Rie says that
on a certain day after the 'writ is issued
the officers will take the ballets tW the sol-
diers in the trenches. Supposing it is pos-
sible fer themn te do that, Kitchener may
have u -uard *at the camp who will allow
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no man te go theare. If these officers take
the -ballots tW the trenches there must be
some discussion in the trenchffs. The sel-
diers will net vote like blind men; they are
net allowed te see the paipers, but the sol-
diers -are net fools, they are intelligent men.
They are geing We ask the returning officei,

1Is there an election going cu?" Which
Government is in power? Who is the leader
o!f the Governnent? Who is the leader cf
the Opposition, and who are the candidates.
That ia the sert o! question the senslible
voter will put. We have that in cvery elec-
tien. A greait many memibers of! this
House came here withocut ever having
-feught an elecfâon, but these who have
been in electiens know v%~en the candidate
gees We a voter he is asked certain, ques-
tions wvhich he must answer. In this ferm
of 'ballot it says, that I vote fer-ne name.
Surely he lbas a right te know who is lhe
candidate. Thiere are tens o! thousands*
of soldiers there. The returnîng officer is
obliged te ar'swer questions. Is he going
te cali a meeting- and address the eleùters,
and Say We themn -There is the Government
led by Sir Robert Borden-at least it 'was
se twe weeks ago, I do net know how i~t is
new. Perh&ps there may be a nest
ef traitors over there now.- Perhaps
he will say, «"There is an independent
candidate; it may Ïbe Bourassa, Lavergne.
Blondin, Sévigny, or scmebody else." Such
questions have te be nut and answered. The
more I think cf the Bill the more I am
oonvineed it is a farce, and a mockery tio
the soldiers who are at th4 4rent, that an
officer would go there without 'being able
1-e instruct these men for whemn they are
going te vote. Now they would say: Would
you vote for the Governmenît and the sel-
diers would say, "'Yes, vote for the
Governinent." Take the city cf Cal-

gr.There rtay -be twoToycn
didates 'both suppor'ting the Geommen't.
The seldier might say -I wish te vote for
the best ene, whe is he ?-, Well, they dion't
know-Vote for the Government. Are you
going- te consider the soldiers over there
are fools and ihlind men, whe will net put
questions, or are yýou going te appoint
men who will make speeches te the soldiers?
I do net say that the Government will ask
them te do that, but that will happen.
Even with the permission of Lord Kitchener,
Sir John French, and General Joffre-which
we 'have net got-the thing would be a
f arce.

Hon. Mr. DAVID-Do the hon. gentle-
man's remarks apply only te soldiers eut-
side of the country?


