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the opinion of the House on the question of | the House.

order. He has a right to do that.

Hon. Mr. MASSON—What is the ques-|

It would be somewhat difficult
to declare by resolution that a rule should
be interpreted in direct opposition to the
wording of the rule itself. You might pass

tion hefore the Chair? The hon. gentleman | a resolution repealing that rule and substi-

had no right to put that question.

He can:
b

tuting another, and then declaring what its

?n]y put a question when he gives notice of | meaning should be, but certainly it would

it ; otherwise the House does not know of !

it. T have not examined the rules suffi-
cently to know whether we can, by our
apse dixit, change the Rules of the House.
The Rules are framed for the protection of
the minority, and the majority cannot change
them. The Rule says that you cannot dis-
pense with any of the Rules if one member
objects.  The hon. gentleman is endeavour-
ing to make the House declare that we
shall not follow the Rules: that is tanta-
mount to changing the Rules.

Hon. Mr. McMILLAN—The Chairman
of the Committee has asked the House for
instructions, and I think the House should
give him these instructions.

Hon. Mr. MASSON—No hon. member
has a right to ask for instructions” He can
ask the opinion of the House as to what he
might do in an informal way. He has no right
to ask for instructions, because other instruc-
tions cannot be given to him unless a motion
18 made. The House can only manifest its
feeling by means of a motion. T appeal to
the hon. member on the other side who has
Just spoken and ask him, can a motion like
this be sprung upon the House without giv-
Ing notice, unless it is a question of adjourn-
ment.

Hon. Mr. BOWELL—This whole discus-
sion is as irregular as it could possibly be,
but, as the hon. member who has just spoken
indicated a moment ago, it arose from a
ditficulty that presented itself in the inter-
Pretation of the rule by the Chairman of the
Railway Committee. I do not think my
hon. friend from Alexandria can make the
motion he has presented. The only way to
arrive at it would be to make some motion,
and, if it is declared out of order by the
Speaker, appeal to the House against his
decision. This mode is irregular. If the
hon. gentleman desires to put an interpreta-
tion upon the rule which many of us think
it would not bear, the only way he can do
that is by giving notice and bringing it up
to-morrow morning at the next sitting of

be, not only irregular, but something unpre-
cedented, to pursue the course that my hon.
friend suggests now.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I gather from the
expressions of hon. gentlemen, more particu-
larly on the other side of the House, that T
shall be obliged to call the Committee toge-
ther at a future date.

Hon. Mr. POWER-—After the next sit-

ting.

The Senate adjourned at 9.30 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Ottawa, Thursday, March 30th, 1893.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 11
o'clock.

Routine proceedings.

THE PRINTING OF PARLIAMENT.
MOTION. '

Hon. Mr. READ (Quinte) moved the
adoption of the Sixth Report of the Joint
Committee of both houses on the Printing
of Parliament. He said :—This report was
read at length at the Table yesterday. It
provides that certain documents be printed,
and that certain documents be not printed,
and also recommends that a copy of Blatch’s
Ready Reference to the Statutes of Canada
be supplied to each member of both bran-
ches of the Parliament, and other minor
matters.

Hon. Mr. POWER—I cannot approve
of the item providing for the purchase of
the ‘ Ready Reference” for each member
of both Houses. This book may be of some
use to lawyers, but few of the members of
the House will look at it; and this will in-
volve a large expense at a time when the
Government are endeavouring to reduce ex-
pense, as they did when dealing with the



