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have an identifiable Canadian culture. We do. We have a lot of
things that bind us together.

In the years to come Canadians will demand even more
equality, more of an identity and more accountability from the
federal government. I suspect we will do it together with the
same national hockey teams, the same national anthem, and the
same pride in our flag as we have today.

I firmly believe however we need a new vision, a new political
approach. The old line parties drove us to the crossroads we are
at today. We do need a change, do we not?

There is a significant frustration that exists in this 35th
Parliament, patronage, poor answers given to the opposition
parties’ questions posed on behalf of their constituents, ineffec-

tive legislation and disregard of the poor financial conditions
they got us into in the first place.
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When that old approach is eliminated then Canada, that is all
provinces and territories together, will move ahead and lead the
world. What is it that will tie us all together? How can we share
Canada and yet respect the cultural differences of all of its parts?

We must return to the days of financial stability, of balanced
budgets and of optimism in a proud future and not a shadow of
doubt about interest payments going to foreign countries and
those kinds of issues.

It has been said that the only thing necessary for the success of
a separatist idea to prevail is for the people of this good nation to
do nothing. We must take it upon ourselves to balance this
budget with a firm, realistic approach. For instance, we cannot
reduce the deficit to 3 per cent of gross domestic product of
some $730 billion and neglect to tell the people that the
government will raise Canada’s debt by $100 billion over the
next three years in doing so. That is called hocus—pocus politics.
We have seen it for 10 years. We saw it for five years before that
and we are seeing it again today.

The long range solution to the continual co-operative coexis-
tence of all Canadians is to increase the incentive for ordinary
Canadians to save, invest, work and employ others. Today we
make it costly to employ people and we subsidize people to stay
home. We have a system that increasingly taxes work and
subsidizes non-work.

If all provinces capture the vision of a country that lives
within its means, a country that saves for the future generations
and a country that spends on necessities, we will coexist with
respect for one another. Let me outline for members some of the
specific attributes that a united Canada will exhibit when we
finally remove the greatest impediment, the last of the tradition-
al party philosophies.

First, governments have no money on their own. It is not their
money. It is necessary to legislate a way by which the people can
control government spending.

Second, budgets must be balanced every three years both
provincially and federally.

Third, any borrowing by any government must be approved by
a national referendum, that is our national government, and 2
provincial referendum for provincial governments.

Fourth, a vibrant private industry with little or no government
subsidization is an attribute that would lead Canada in the right
direction for the year 2000 and beyond. Finally, patronage
should be non-existent. Of course we need to have a real talk
with the folks across the way because we have seen more than
that already.

Let us for 2 moment review some recommendations relative
to the financial stability of our great country. If undertaken by
all Canadians, it would be motivation for all of us to work
together and to stay together.

.First, all provinces should have as one of their higbest
priorities the pursuit of national interests above the pursuit of
provincial interests.

Second, the system of transfer payments to the have no
provinces should be changed because it has made them les°
economically viable. The provinces that receive transfers vigor
ously debate why they should have more and the transferriné

provinces ask why they are contributing the amounts they 4%

Third, the federal government has had access to tax revenu®
well beyond those needed to discharge strictly federal respos®”
bilities. The patronage and the waste that is seen by the taxpay%
in ?ll provinces must be seen to have stopped. It has not stOPP?d' '
It is oogtinuing. Until this government gets it through its thick
regulation book that that has to stop, we are going 10 av?
difficulties in all provinces.

If we can convince this government that strong fiscal mandg’
ment and a commitment to balance the books should b€ 2
priority, all provinces will be strongly motivated to <>°“m‘ue
with the federation of Canada.

To ensure the financial independence of the provinces ’n.d'; ‘

place Confederation on a more firm financial footing, ! in
proposed that the principle of a balanced budget be enshrin® s
the Constitution. Put it there. Live by it. Live within %0
means and then watch all of the provinces feel like they it
part of something that they can contribute to. This would r u“’
that all government spending be financed from the curre’ i
revenue and that any shortfall be made up by a reductio”
expenditures. :




