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human behaviour, instead exhibiting extreme human behaviours
that show a total disregard for innocent people.

Bill C-301 deals with those individuals who on three separate
occasions commit a violent offence that will put them in jail for
25 years without parole. Again, the purpose is to protect
innocent civilians. Too often innocent civilians are not protected
in society today.

Mr. Speaker, we seem to have two debate going on here which
is very intriguing.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Order. I wonder if I might
seek the co—operation of members to take other business behind
the curtains or outside the Chamber.

Mr. Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca): Mr. Speaker, I
would like to read some statistics from the United States.
According to the FBI index, this is very interesting—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I have a point of order
from the hon. member for Madawaska— Victoria.

POINTS OF ORDER

ALLEGED PHYSICAL ASSAULT

Mrs. Pierrette Ringuette-Maltais (Madawaska—Victoria,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I would like to have an apology from a
certain member who just came over here, tried to bully me
around and actually physically pushed me. That is not the kind
of respect we should receive in the House.
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The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): I am aware a conversation
was going on. I say with the greatest respect to the hon. member
for Madawaska—Victoria, who raised the point of order, I do not
see it as a point of order. I am trying to think of another way that
we may be able to deal with this point.

I wonder if the Chair could be given some time to give some
thought to the matter. I would encourage the member also to
seek the guidance of the Speaker’s office. We can return to this
matter some other time. At this time, to the best of my knowl-
edge and ability, I say respectfully, that I do not see a point of
privilege.

Mrs. Ringuette-Maltais: Mr. Speaker, I think that—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Let us just take this very
slowly. While I am standing you can speak all you want, but it is
not being recorded. If there is something new to be added to the
point of order I will listen but I hope we can be somewhat
succinct and concise and the matter can be dealt with at the

Private Members’ Business

appropriate time in the appropriate fashion. I firmly believe at
this time there is not a point of order.

Mrs. Ringuette-Maltais: Mr. Speaker, the member in ques-
tion was the member for Beaver River and it was an assault on
me.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Again, I do not rule that
there is a point of privilege at this time. I will give an undertak-
ing to the House that I will seek the guidance of the Speaker’s
office concerning the matter being raised. I encourage the
parties involved to do likewise because I do not feel at this point,
as far as I can judge, there is a point of order.

The House will return now to private members’ hour.

CRIMINAL CODE

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill
C-301, an act to amend the Criminal Code (violent crimes), be
read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, I hope I will have the full 20 minutes due to me.

The purpose of my bill is to protect innocent civilians. Too
often in our justice system, as we have seen over the last few
years, the rights of innocent civilians have often been subju-
gated to the rights of the criminal. The bill will give firmer
sentencing guidelines to the courts because they are not being
acted on as they should be.

The definitions of the crimes involved in the bill are such that
rape, attempted murder, sexual assault, manslaughter are all to
be considered as serious offences committed if they are com-
mitted on three separate occasions in order to get a conviction
and to have the three strikes and your are out bill applied.

I will state a few facts from the United States and why I
thought the bill should be votable and show how effective it has
been down there.

According to the FBI index high rate offenders commit almost
18 times as many crimes per year, including two violent of-
fences per year. The typical low rate offender commits one
serious crime very two and a half years as compared to seven per
year for high rate offenders. Thus, it is easy to see how an
enhanced repeat offender law would actually work to the benefit
of all citizens in our country. I hope this will be enacted in the
future. I will give the House the opportunity to do that.

Again, the benefits are for the protection of society, to deter
repeat offenders and yes, to save money. The argument can be
put forward in Canada that this is going to cost us more. I will
show the House the bill will save the Canadian public a lot of
money.



