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provided such large subsidies for electricity generation in 
Ontario, when Quebec has never received anything from the 
federal government to generate its own electricity?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, the development of a nuclear industry in Ontario came 
about because that province had fewer hydroelectric resources 
than Quebec. Canada’s development is based on potential, 
resources and population. I am sure that some provinces did not 
receive anything for nuclear energy development because they 
do not have the necessary resources.

Quebec received federal assistance. Hydro-Quebec has 
clear facilities in Gentilly. Quebec got its share, but the fact is 
that it did not need as much nuclear energy as Ontario. That is 
the way it is in Canada. This is a diversified country. Although 

trying to distribute everything among the various parts of 
Canada, some things cannot be distributed solely on the basis of 
population, as I was saying the other day. We are not about to 
start digging rivers in Saskatchewan so we can give that prov
ince its share of the national ports budget.

We will follow the tradition of our party and consult. Howev
er, with regard to the wheat board, the Reform Party thinks it 
knows best and is requesting and supporting farmers to go 
against the rules and laws of the land with reference to the 
wheat board.

MINING

Mr. Benoît Serré (Timiskaming—French River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Natural Resources.

Although I recognize that there has been a substantial in
crease in exploration expenditures in the mining industry in the 
last few years, there are still some serious impediments to 
investment. What does the government intend to do to help 
Canada’s investment climate in mining?

Mr. George S. Rideout (Parliamentary Secretary to Minis
ter of Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
member for his question. First, it gives me an opportunity to 
express our condolences to the families and friends of those nine 
people who lost their lives in the helicopter crash in Kyrgyzstan. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with them at this very difficult 
time.

Second, it gives me an opportunity to give some good news to 
the House. We are having excellent results as far as mining is 
concerned in Canada, with exploration expenditure up 32 per 
cent in 1994 and it looks like it will go to $675 million this year. 
Twenty mines are opening and only two closing permanently, 
and there are 2,000 to 3,000 new employees in the mining 
industry.

This is all due to the excellent financial position the Minister 
of Finance has set out for the country, the Whitehorse mining 
initiative, and the efforts of the government to build 
innovative society and remove the overlap and duplication in 
our regulatory regimes. Science and technology is leading the 
way in this industry.
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BLOOD SUPPLY
Mrs. Sharon Hayes (Port Moody—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr. 

Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health on behalf of 
all Canadians.

The Krever commission is investigating the state of 
national blood supply. Recent reports have revealed deep orga
nizational breakdowns within the system.

Canadians want action now. Their health continues to be 
threatened by leaks in the blood supply system. Last week here 
in Ottawa about 1,800 units had to be recalled because of a 
breakdown in that system after it was learned that some units 
had not been tested for hepatitis B.
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Now Canadians are outraged to hear through the Krever 
inquiry that a U.S. drug company was allowed to distribute 
AIDS tainted blood products in Canada that affected six British 
Columbians including five children.

Could the minister tell the House and Canadians what plans if 
any she has to reform the system and implement the commis
sion’s recommendations in order to restore confidence in 
national blood supply system?

Hon. Diane Marleau (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speak
er, the hon. member will know that we have not waited for the 
Krever commission to begin to do some work within the blood 
supply system. We are nevertheless funding the Krever inquiry.

Since I have been Minister of Health we have doubled our 
resources in the Bureau of Biologies. We have increased the
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[Translation]

NUCLEAR INDUSTRY

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Rivière-des-Prairies, 
BQ): Mr. Speaker, since the inception of the Canadian nuclear 
program, the federal government has spent over $12 billion on 
nuclear research and development, mostly in favour of the 
Ontario nuclear industry, of course. Through its subsidies worth 
$175 million a year, the federal government has created an 
industry that now employs, directly or indirectly, 60,000 people 
in Ontario.

My question is for the Prime Minister. How does the Prime 
Minister explain the fact that the federal government has
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