
April 2, 1966COMMONS DEBATES 45

of country they want to see Canada becorne;
whether iA is to be a country just passîng out
a little bit to every scientist who cornes along
and spreading the gratuities ail over, whether
there is to be an emphasis on quallty and
whether some direction will be given to the
Science Council to see that whatever Canada
embarks upon, whichever courses of action
are decided upon as being most advisable and
which sciences shail be supported, those
sciences are supported with funds which are
adequate to ensure that only the highest
quality work will be done in this country.

I think we would be far better off to do
fewer things in Canada and do them ex-
tremely well than to try to imitate our neigh-
bour to the south, the countries of Europe or
any other country in regard to science policy.
We have special problems in Canada; we
have a relatively srnall population with a
speciai geography. Some direction from the
government in this regard would prove of
great importance to the work 0f the Science
Council.

I hope that I read the ternis 0f reference
correctly and there will be a minister of the
crown who will answer to the house for the
Science Council, so this house can question
him on its work and he can bring before the
house matters of direction that the council
wlll require. If this is done, the house wifl
have an opportunity of expressing an opinion.
I should like to close my rernarks by quoting
frorn an article by Dr. J. Gordon Parr, Dean
of the Faculty of Applied Science, University
of Windsor, in which he says:

It is not. however, too early to appreciate that
direction-guidance, il you prefer it-is lacking.

He was referring to the scientific: sec-
retariat.

In what areas is industrial development most
promising? In what subjects should we rely upon
impDorted technoloLly? In what produets do we have
a peculiarly Canadian advantage? To what extent
should universities be expected and encouraged to
contribute to a national effort?

I hope this counicîl wiil solve some of these
problems for the Canadian people.

Mr. T. S. Barnett (Comnox-Aiberni): Mr.
Speaker, as rny colleague the hon. member
for Waterloo South (Mr. Saltsrnan) has said, I
take it that ahl members of the New Derno-
cratic Party welcome the introduction of this
legislation. Even being as pessirnistic about it
as one can be, I would be inclined to say that
it is certainIy worth a try. In other words, it
would appear obvious to me that something
needs to be done to co-ordinate and lndeed to

Science Council of Canada
tabulate what is or is flot being done in the
various fields of research in Canada. Cer-
tainly some steps need to be taken to ensure
that there is flot unnecessary overlapping of
effort and that there is some planning for the
proper allocation of the trained personnel we
have available.

My purpose in rising to take part in the
discussion on this bill is to suggest that my
contention that the idea of a Science Council
is certainly worth a try has been borne out,
as far as I arn concerned, as a result of some
efforts I have been rnaking in recent months
to arrive at a picture in my own mind as to
what is or is not being done in a particular
field of research, narnely the matter of the
control of pollution of our air, water and soul.

I have found it very difficuit to really get
any picture in my mmnd and have corne to the
conclusion that possibly no one in Canada has
a complete picture of what is being done in
this field, or what is reafly required to be
done. If the estabishment of a Science
Council can do sornething to correct the
situation in this particular field of research,
even apart from any other very necessary
fields of research that are required in our
modern society. I for one arn willing to sup-
port the idea embodied in this bill and hope
that the council when established will, among
other things, give us an assessment of the re-
quirements and priorities in the field of re-
search and action in the development of the
contrai of pollution.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, by way of illus-
trating what I feel should be the function of
this bill I shall pretty well confine rny re-
marks on it to this particular aspect of re-
search, in the hope that it will serve to
commend the bill to the house and also focus
the attention of the house and 0f the Science
Council of Canada, when it is established, on
the high priority as far as this particular field
of research is concerned.
0 (8:40 p3.m.)

A number 0f rather interesting articles
have appeared recently in various publica-
tions in this connection. A series of articles
was published in the Vancouver Sun a year
or so ago, written by their reporter in this
field, Mr. Amnie Myers. I believe this was a
very commendable effort in expanding our
knowledge as citizens of the problem, and of
setting out some of the limitations on what Is
being done at the present tirne. I arn glad to
notice that in recent months the Toronto
Globe and Mail has also been publishing a
number of quite interesting articles in this
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