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I want flrst, however, to protest as strongly

as I can against the rnethods used in making
these changes without any rcference whatever
to parliament, and especially changes that are
of importance and that might have serious
effeets. Changes are now made in the law
siply by order in counicil and neither the
fishermen concerned flot even members of par-

liament are awarc of thern until they sec thema
in cither the newvspapers or the Canada Gazette.
In 1930 the fisheries comrnittee reviewed the

whole of the prescrit fishery act. Matters went

along rather harmoniously at that time and
after every one of us wvas al]owed an opport-

unity to put forth lais ideas. At that tirne

we had a chance to speak on every clause and
section. But since that time there have been

dozens of changes until to-day the only
parallel I can cal1 to mind is the lig-saw
puzzle. It is just about as great a puzzle to

find out whiat the act rcally means as to put
together one of those pictures. I ask the
committee this question: What is the pu-rpose

of the fishecies committee, and why have wc
one at all. A few days ago the Minister of
Agriculture (Mr. Weir) introdîîced a bill con-
cerning the inspection of hay and straw. Be-
fore that bill proceeded far it was referrcd to
the committee on agriculture, so that fuit
opportiînity would be given for discussion.
Surely in conneetion with flshery matters we
are entitled to the sanie consideration; surely
we should ho entitled to a hearing. I maintain
ail matters of importance affecting the fisheries
should go first of all before the fisheries corn-
mittee s0 that full opportunity for discussion
might ho afforded, and so that hon. members
may ho in a position to make their repre-
sentations.

The fishing industry should afiso 'have a
specially appointed minister. To-nig'ht it would
appear that we have two aeting ministers of
fisheries. One spoke in reply to the hon.
member for Cornox-AIberni, and the othýer i.s
terne< the acting Miniqter of Fiheries (Mr.
Duranleau). I Îelieve t.he flshing industry,
involving millions of dollars and the ernploy-
ment 0f thousands of peoMe, shouiild have
devoted to it the fu-ll time of a minioter. I
arn bold enough to state that had the Minister
of Finance (Mr. Rhodes) who was previouAsy
1\'inister of Fisheries, stilll heen in that position,
I doubt very rnuoh if these orders in counicil
would have passed without firgt having the
approval of the ýcomrnittee or of the House of
Commons. I say, further. that if the hion.
gentleman who Ls now Minîster of Finance
had continued te, act a" Minister of Fisheries,
I beilieve he would have given that considera-
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tion to hon. meaubers and to the fishing in-
d-astry in general.

It might be interesting to the house to hear
how sorne of the repre.sentations; are moade
rigardiýng the indu-stry. The deputy minister
for the past, few years has made trdpîs to
Briti,ýh Columbia in the interests of the flshing
industry. The Minister of Finance, when he
%vas Minis~ter of Fisheries, made one trip, for
w hiedi we were pl.easeýd and also grate-ful; the
Britié-h Coluimbia fishermen were very much
pleased with the interest ho displayed. When
the deputy minister cornes to the coast, meet-
inigs are arranged with the fishermaen. T-here
a-Pe two distinct hodi-es 1 might say in the
fishing industry, namely those who are engaged
in fishiing and have boats and nets, and the
canning, in'terests. I arn sonry there are two
such distinct bodies, because I maintain the
soner they coopera.te and corne togetier the
better it wibLI be for tihe industry.

Whien the deputy minister cornes out west
meetings are arranged b&tween the various
bodies. I want hon. rnerbers to bear in mmnd,
however, that vohile the meetings with the
fishermen are oçpen to the public and the
recomimendations ma&l to the minister are
broadcast, the canning interests ailso have a
secretary in attendance taking notes. They
are very cute about it. They do not hold their
meetings until ýafter the meetings with the
fishermen anal the deqyuty have been corn-
pleted. T-hen it is that the canners hold a
secret conclave with the deputy minister aill
on tihe quiet and so put forward their resodlu-
tiona and recommendations. Naturally I aun
very much intere-sted in the fi.shermen, and
still hold thiat interest. With that in mmd 1
deciided to go ito one of tihe meetings of
canners, because reprecsenting a fishing con-
stituency I tho>iîght 1 ought to know or hear
both sides of the industry. Yoýu shouad have
seen the look of consternation anal feat when
I wailked mbýt the !meeting of cannera. They
took fright. One of thern gort ltp and said,
"Mr. Deputy, I tihought Uhis wu. a iprivate
meeting Nehere we wou.ld be %Ulo-çed to tailk
in secret with you. Is the hon. member going
to ho allowed to listen in?" As a resu'lt 1 was
asked to withdraw unitil they had ha-d an
opportunity to discius ay presence and the
who-le matber. At the tirne I wishied I had
a camera, becaus9e the moment 1 entered the
roorn ýthere wa.s a look of consternation in the
faces of thoSe men. They were preparing to
put recomînendations bc-fore the deputy
min.i.ster in secret. In my view that is not
thr, proper way, to carry on. The canners and
fishermen who have mutual interests should
have joint meetings, and at those meetings


