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and I think same smail tax might be estab-
Iisbed under whicb the bolder of the mortgage
would pay part of the tax.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, may I say that.
a great deal of ridicule bas been directed at
the government and particularly at the Prime
Minister. This is nothing new; bistory records
the fact that tbe greatest men have been con-
clemned by the people they served, and the
greater the service the greater the condemna-
tion. So it is only ta be expected that much
un.justificd abuse should be thrown at the
Rigbit Hon. R. B. Bennett. There may be
times when I douht bis qualifications as a
politician, but flot for a single instance have
I ever cntertained tbe least doubt as ta bis
qualifications as a statesman, administrator
or prime minister. I believe the day will corne
when the people of Canada will appreciate ta
tbe fullest extent the ability he bas shown in
guiding and directing tbe Canadian people
tbrouýh this grievous period of depression.

Mr. C. E. BOTHWELL, (Swift Current): I
hope the bon. member for Nortb Grey (MT.
Porteous) wilI pardon me if 1 do fot attempt
ta follow bimi in the arguments bie bas ad-
Va:nced.

I lbink evnry persan in« the Dominion of
Canada, Mr. Specake,, who bas g-iven thýougbt
ta the situation in wlîich wve find ourselves
ivill symipathize witb the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Rhodes) for baving ta bring down a
budget at this time; I think evetryaone will
reailize tbe difficulties witb which be is con-
frantûd in bis endeavour ta balance the
budget. We are paýssing through. tbe most
difficuit times Canada bas ever known. It is
true that the ea-rly sett'lers had diifficulties
also, but they were able ta accommodate them-
celves ta thbe conditions whicb existed perhaps
better than the people of ta-day can accam-
modate tbemnselves ta the conditions which
ext now.

The budget was eagerly awaited by ail the
thinkdng people of Canada. Everyone was
wandering if it wouid. contain some ray of
light and hope. Bo far as I can gather, Mr.
Speaker, from, the correspondenoe I receive
froni my awn constîtuen-cy and from the con-
versations ta whicb I have distened this budget
bats been reoeived. with a feëling cf despair
ýon the part cf the people cf Canada. Perbaps
they were expecting toc much; perhaps they
were boping that the Minister cf Finance would
be able to change tbiings averniglit and usher
in the dawn. cf a new era for Canada.

Many things bave contiributed ta this feeling
cf despair. We are well aware that there is
a world depression affeeti'ng ail cun-tiries, but,
with ma.ny others in tbis country, I believe
tbat, the situaition in Canada might be remedied

ta a very considerable extent. We do not see
anything in tbis budget, bowever, tend-ing ta
help matters at ail. I should like ta con-
gratulate the Minieter cf Finance on bis
presentation cf the budget; I tbink be ex-
plained the situation in an admirable manner
and gave us faets whicb perhaps we did net
exceect ta hear. Tbe lion, gentleman did net
try to paint, the picture any brighter than the
situation warranited.

Perhaps tbe first contributing factor ta this
feeling cf despair wbich 1 mentioned is the
continual drap in the trade cf Canada. I
find that at page 3206, cf Hansard the
mînister stated that far the eleven mantbs
ending February 28, 1933, the trade cf Canada
bcad decreased by $250,521,000 as compared
with tbe eleven mantbs ending February 29,
1932. We have been haping fer an increase
in aur trade. We do kncw, and we may
congratulate the minister an the fact, that the
gevernment has braught about a favourable
trade balance; but tbere is still a tremendeus
decrease in the trade cf the country. We
believe tbat the trade cf Canada must in-
crease if we are gaing ta usher in tbat perîad
cf prasperity we are lcoking foer. Then we
bave the falling revenue, for which we have
been lcaking. We knew there weuld be a
falling revenue, and that was net much cf a
surprise ta mest af the people. We have been
studying railway statistics in the past few
days. There bas been an enarmaus drap in
the earnings af the railways, net anly in the
Canadian National, wbich bas been talked
about sa mucb, but alsa in the Canadian
Pacifie, and we believe an this side af tbe
bouse tbat these deficits are largely attri-
butable ta the stagnation in trade wbich bas
been brought about ta a cansiderable extent
by the restrictions an trade which bave been
put ino farce by this government. We do
net believe there is any chance cf aur railway
earnings increasing with the freight rates that
are naw in effect, but the people of Canada
cannat psy sny higher rates, unless there is
an increase in tbe trade cf this dominion, and
unless we give aur railways something ta do.

We had a gocd crap in tbe west laet year.
The railways have always in the past made
mcOney when there Was a gaod crap i the
we0t, in transferring the erop ta the eastern
sea-bard, but i past years, i addition ta
hauling the crap, they have bad cargoes ta
carry b-aek. But the trade restrictions that
have been iimposed, together with the general
depression, have eliiniinated that return traffie.
The people of the west cannot buy, aind
about tihe anly shipments tibat are gaing west
are absolute necesitiee of life, a large propor-
tion aif which is made up of purchases through
relief commissions.


