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Q uebec Harbour

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: There are
some rules that apply to ordinary courtesy,
and my hon. friend ought to know them.

Mr. MEIGHEN: The hon. gentleman
had better hold bis own followers to that
rule.

Mr. LAPOINTE: I have nothing to com-
plain of concerning what xny right hon.
frjend has done or said; it is like him,
absolutely. He canliot induce me to say
anything against the late Sir David Wat-
son. The committee understands how deli-
cate the subi ect is under the circumstances,
so I will confine myseif to stating again
that I think no0 minister of the Crown, on
whatever side of polities he may be, can,
in his capacity as head of a departmnent,
co-operate with a deputy minister or the
chairman of a board under his jurisdic-
tion when these officiais are assailîng each
other every morning in the newspapers,
politically or otherwise. It would simply
be stupidity to take any other course than
was taken, and were I placed again in the
samne position I would act exactly as I
did.

Now, my right hon. friend, in bis very
insinuating way, has said that hie does flot
know about the commissioners of Montreal
because hie has not yet moved for the cor-
respondence. Let me tell him that as soon
as this Government took office the harbour
commissioners of Montreal sent in their re-
signations. They did it in a very courteous
way, and they were pleased to welcome the
new commissioners who were appointed by
this Government.

Mr. MAIRCIL (Bonaventure): Did flot
the chairman of that board previously re-
sign to become a candidate in St. Antoine?

Mr. LAPOINTE: The chairman had re-
signed to become a candidate for my right
hon. frîend in St. Antoine, and the two
other commissioners resigned as soon as
this Government took office. The Mont-
real Gazette, which is a respectable organ
of my right hion. friend and has always
been a Conservative newspaper, had some-
thing to say about that. The Gazette
certainly does flot share the opinion of my
right hon. friend as to the co-operation
which should exist between the Government
or the Minister of Marine and Fisheries
and the harbour commission of any port.
Here is what the Montreal Gazette said in
an editorial in its issue of February 1,
entitled "The Harbour Board," in which it
welcomed the appointments made by the
Government:
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The office of Hal-bor Commissioner has al-
ways been political in the sense that its occu-
pants corne and go with the changing govern-
ments at Otjtawa, and in view of the inhjimate
relation between the port and the Government
there can be njo objection to this procedure.
Montreai la the national port of Canada.
Physical conditions have ma-de it such, ami on
the progressive development and capable ad-
Min s tration of the port depends not a local but

aDominjion-wide interest. 'For progresslive de-
velopment It is desirable that the Harbor Board
should be persona grata to the minfittry at
Ottawa, a fact of which no one i.s more con-
scious than the recently reaigned commissioners
after a period of exceptional progress, and good
service.

I would not go as far as the Montreal
Gazette did.

Mr. MEIGHEN: Neither would IL

Mr. LAPOINTE: But I still maintain
that when the chairman of a harbour com-
mission is flot only a strong political par-
tizan, but takes an active part in political
warfare; when he is the publisher of a
newspaper which attacks the Government
every morning, and when hie assails the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries under
whiom he is supposed to act-that is a con-
dition of things which nobody in the House
and nobody in the country would tolerate.
I would flot have been true to myself; I
would not have been true to the position
I occupy, had I heen willing to permit such
a condition to continue.

Mr. MARCIL (Bonaventure): I do not
want to assail the present Harbour Coin-
missioners of Quebec, but I think the right
hon, leader of the Opposition might comn-
plain if hie were in my position. The first
appointment made by the new harbour
board was that of Captain Ambroise Lan-
dry as harbour master of the port of
Quebec. Captain Landry was the man
who sought to be my opponent in Bona-
venture county four years ago. He was
actually in the running; his nomination
papers had been prepared, but he was
pulled off by the Quebec committee, and

Mr. Philippe Furois put in his place. I
think the new harbour board of Quebec
must be pretty liberal in their views when
they appoint as harbour master a man
who had been wllling to be a Conservative
candidate in the constituency.

Mr. MEIGHEN: He is not a commis-
sioner.

Mr. MARCIL (Bonaventure): No, but
he acts under these gentlemen who have
been appointed by the present minister.
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