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officer, and that an entry shall be made in
the poll-book opposite the voter's namne if
the deputy returning officer or pol clerk or
agent lias voted. There is no political cou-
troversy about this matter. The House,
liaving, in 1U0OO, adopted the systemi set forthi
lu the present Bill, lias absolutely no reason
for rejecting this mensure. It places both
parties on the samne footing; and 1 shouId be
very boath to believe for an instant that hon.
gentlemen opposite would wisli to take ad-
vantage of the unsatisfactory condition of
tbe law to-day. Ail we ask is that the law
wbicb applies to other parts of the Dominion
should apply to the Northwest Territories.

Hon. CLIFFORD SIFTON (Minister of the
Interior). I bad no intention, in addressing
the question I did to my hon. friend (Mr.
Casgrain) as to the source of complaint in
regard to the present law, to suggest that
any member of the House had not a perfect
r!ght to introduce a Bill to amend any pub-
lic statute. I was asking for information,
to ascertain wlietber or not, as a matter of
fact, complaints liad been made as to the
operation of the present law, and, if so,
fromi what source those compiaints liad corne.
1 asked that question, because, so far as I
arn concerned, my attention had not been
drawn to any complaints made as to the
operation of the present law. The represen-
tation law for the Northwest Territories, as
the Hlouse is aware, is not the samne as the
law which governs the rest of the Dominion.
Parliament bas tbought well that a different
]aw should be la force there, because of the
fact that, owing to the sparseness of popula-
tion and the extent of the districts, the or-
dinary law as respects the compilation of
voters' lists could not be conveniently ap-
plied. Tbere have been some modifications
of the election law made since 1896 ln the
direction of protectlng the opposition, or
the party not in control of the officiai ma-
chinery, and considerable improvement bas
been made lu that respect. I do not think
tliat any objection could be taken to an
ameadment whicli lias for its purýpose to
limit or prevent the possibulity of fraud.
But, for myseif,. not belng aware that my
bon. frîend (Mr. Casgraln) iatended to move
bis Bill this evening, I have not bad the
opportnnity to give the matter the consider-
ation, iu consultation witli the members of
the Nortbwest Territories, that I would like
to have given, In order to ascertain how the
law lias worked. I would not like to express
a_ positive opinion against the proposai of
my bon. friend, nor would I, without look-
Ing into the matter, express an opinion lu
f avour of. lt. I move the adjournment of the
debate, so tbat the matter can be consldered
at a future time.

Mr'. CASGRAIN. I would have no objec-
tion to the motion of my bon. friend (Mr'.
Siftou), and I understand tbat the reasous
lie lins given for the adjournent f U
debate are quite plausible. But I arn under

the impression that this ls the last day wlien
public Buis can be brougbt up by private
iienibers, unless tliey eau lie brougbt up1 o1,
Monday.

Sir WVILFRID LAURIER. Tbey eau lie
brouglit Up ou Monday.

Mr. CIASGRAIN. Under these circum-
stances, I have no objection to the motion.

Motion (Mr. Siftou) agreed to, and de-
bate adjourned.

YUKON TERRITORY REPREJSENTATION
ACT, 1902, AMENDMENT.

On the order:
,Second readilig of Bill (No. 118) to ameud

the Yukon Territory Representation Act,
1902.-Mr. ýCasgrain.

Hou. CLIFFORD SIFTON (Minister of the9
Interior). I rnay say to my hon. friend (Mr'.
(Jasgrain) before proceeding with ibis nlo-
tion that it is the intention of the goveru-
ment to introduce a Bill for the purpose
of ameudiug the election law In connection
witb the Yukon Territory, and, possibly, tbe
amendment wbicb my bou. friend desires to
suggest eau lie more couvenieutly discussed
then. We wi.l give the hon. gentleman aa
opportunity to bring forward bis amendment
wvhen our Bill is before the House.

Mr. CASGRAIN. If I had not been told,
lu answer to a question which I put at the
beginiug of the session, that it wvas the
intention of the go 'vernment to amend the
Yukon Representation Act-

Mr. SIFTON. I think tlie hon. gentleman
was told exactly the opposite.

Mr. CASGRAIN. No-unless I coiupletely
rnisunderstood the answer. Had I not under-
stood tbat the goverument dld not lntend to
amend the Act, I would not have introduced
the Bill. There are some parts of the present
law s0 glaringly inconsistent with some
otber parts that it is necessary that the gov-
erument sliould ameud it. I would draw my
bon. friend's .(Mr'. Sifton's) attention, for ia-
stance, to tlie oatli. He will see at once
that the oath described lu the schedule of
the Act is not at ail ln accordance witli the
provisions of the Act ltself.

Mr. SIFTON. If the lion. gentleman
will move the second reading and make the
explanations lie iutended to make, we wvil
then bave tbe beniefit of bis remurks so
that w'e eau consider thein in connection
witli the Bill ve inteud to introduce.

'-%r CASGRAIN. I move tbat Bili (No.
118) "to arneud the Yukon Territory Repre-
sentation Act, 1902, lie read the second
tiîne. Now, here is the oatli:

You do swear that yoii are of the maie sex
and a British subjeet, that you are not an In-
dian, that you are of the full age of twenty-
one years, and that you have resided lu the
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