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word, no otber word will fit the case. You
say it is coercion when they interfere in
their proper sphere and in their preper right
with the schoel system as it existed. It is
nothing ol the kind. It was the exercisc
of a legislative power, and the province has
deliberately adopted that system, that has
ratified and confirmed it with a popular
approval constantly increasing—that  pro-
vince is to be told here by a paramount
poewer that the law is wreng, thai her pro-
ceedings are all wrong ; and this law is to
he placed on our statuate-book as if it wias
passed by the free peaple of Manitoba thew-
selves. Sir. I do not know that 1 am justi-
tied in occupying the time of the House
much longer: but I have not dealt with
the question to which 1 devoted o mood deal
of time, and that is the question of 1he
minority in Quebee, I 1T have been at all
successiul in the statemenr I have made,
I think I must have satisfied every reason-
able mind that there ought 1o e no inter-
ferencee with the school system of Manitoba,
so far as that provincee is concerned. But
we are implored here on behalf of the Pro-
testant nmiinority of Quebee, not 1o deny g

richt to the Roman Cathoeiie winerity  in
Manitoba. If you do. suys the Mitister of

Trade and Commeree, can you doubs thet
our aciion will he followed by reprisitis £,
the njority of Quebee ¥ The Postmasier
General had anticipated that argament, sl
said that the genevows Freneh pecple wonl!

never jaterfere with the rights of tie- mi-
nority @ sl e hon, member for Threo

Rivers (Rir Hecror Lanesvinm, who foilowed
the hou. Miuister of T'rade :and Comineree,
spohe in the same strain, Buat, 8ie, T hasve
yet to know when the Protestants of that
provinee are nof calling upon ns. or not
insisting on our =taying our hands in Mani-
toba, why v <hould Jdo an injustice to Mani-
toha for rear of a pessibie contingeney whicl:
we are told can never happen, in the pro-
vince of Quebec. What is the word that
comes from the provinee of Quebece ? The
Minister of Trade and Commerce, the repre-
sentative of the Protestants, stands up here
and implores us on behalf of the Protestants
whom Lie represents, forsooth, in this House.
to pass this separate school law, and to Im-
posxe =oparate schools on the provinee of
Manitoba. What was the petition presented
here the other day ? Was that in the same
sfrain * Was that in the linguage of a
politician, or from a body competent and ca-
pahle of speaking on the subject ¥ And
what did they say 2 A petition was reeeivedd
and reid from ibhe Quebee ranell of the
ritish Lvanzelical  Allinnee,  protesting
against the inlroduction and passing of a Re-
medial Dill in Parvliament. The reasons sot
forth are:

That the Bill seems an arbitrary and unusual
interference with the delegated rights of the
individual provinces, and calculated injuriously
to affect the good relations now subsisting

amongst the various provinces of the Dominion. ,

Mr. McCARTHY.

Alen, that it would practically be the enilow-
ment by the state out of the public treasury of
one particular church to the exclusion of all
other churches, and this would necessarily ex-
cite religious jealousies and rivalries injurious
to peace and prosperity. Also, that it would
seriously injure the cause of public education
by dividing the financial resources for promoting
it, and would waste these resources by pro-
viding two or more teachers for small groups
of childremn, who could all meet together under
the care of one teacher. Also, that it would be
foreibly re-introducing a system of separate
schools in Manitoba under clerical control, which
are now happily disappearing from all civilized
and progressive countries in Europe and Ame-
rica. Therefore. while disrlaiming any desire
to promote the interests of any political purty.
or unjustly to interfere with the interests of any
church, the petitiomers pray that the Dill may
not become law.

That is not the only voice we have from that
province. What does the * IPresbyterinn
Record  say. speaking on behalt of the
Presbyterians, 1 believe the oflicial organ.
and copivd in the Montreal * Witness ” with
approval 7 Does it ask us to restore sepa-
rite schools, or to pass a Remedial Bill 7
On the conirary, it says :

IT the present order of thihizs s reversod and
separate schools are re-cstal:lished there will not
he fair-play. The Roman Catholics will then
have Goverument-aided schonls with their own
catochism as a text book., while the Presbyte-
riang, Episcopalinns, Meiiodists, or  Baptists,
will have no such liberty.

In Juebee. other denoimmnations have not the
sam privileges that the Nloman Catholics have.
Presbhyterians cannot use their catechism in the
separate schools, nor can Episcopalians or others
nse theirs. These other denominations have to
make some sacrifice, to unite on svme commoun
ground, in order to get the benelits of an erduca-
tion, and under such a sepitrate schoul system
there is not fair-play.

Fair-play demands that thc¢ present ord r of
things in Manitoba be maintainad, To go hack
to thie former position is 1o give the Romnanists
an advantage that others are not allowed, and
every lover of freedom and of his country shounld
stand for friv-play te all and favours (o nouq.

2. A second error in many iinds is that the
Reman Catholic people feel it to be a great griev-
ance not to have the separate schools. with their
catechism as a text book.

If this were the case there would be more
of sympathy with the claim for the old schools,
cven though the claim be unjust. But sueh is
not the fact.

The Roman Catholic people sre realizing that
the schools as controlled by the church are ut-
terly inefficient ; that the children coming out
of such schools from the average eountry dis-
trict, with little education beyond their knowl-
cize of the catechism and church observances,
la.r;e sadly wanting in equipment for the work of
ife,

It ix an open secret that a great body of the
Ru.uun Catholic people, both in Manitoba and
Quebec, would prefer national schools, and if
there were a free expression of the opinion of
the intelligent Roman Catholics of Canada, there
is little doubt that it would be largely in favour
of public national schools apart from the control
of the clergy.



