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but I want to single out particular issues on which Canada
believes progress should be made in 1983 .

The pursuit of a comprehensive nuclear test ban is
a fundamental nuclear issue before this Committee . We were
pleased by the establishment last year of a working group in
the Committee on a nuclear test ban, but we were
disappointed that, having waited so long for consensus, the
Committee did not move quickly to begin substantive work . I
urge that this new working group begin to discharge it s
mandate as a matter of urgency in 1983 .

Another promising avenue is the ad hoc group of
seismic experts . Since its inception in 1976, it has been
developing an international seismic data exchange system
which will be an international verification mechanism
forming part of the provisions of an eventual comprehensive
nuclear test ban treaty . At the second UN Special Session
on Disarmament last year, Prime Minister Trudeau called for
it to become fully operational at an early date and in
advance of a treaty . Canada has committed resources to
enable us to become a full participant in the exchange . We
are convinced that the early entry into operation of the
data exchange would be an effective way to make progress
towards the objective of a comprehensive test ban .

This step-by-step approach can ensure that key
elements of a treaty are in place even before the final
political commitment to a comprehensive nuclear test ban
treaty. This process can develop a momentum toward the
conclusion of a treaty and can be complementary to the
necessary negotiations among nuclear weapon states .

I take this opportunity of drawing to the atten-
tion of this Committee an equally high Canadian priority for
1983, the prevention of the further spread of nuclear
weapons through the evolution of an effective non-prolifera-
tion régime based on the Non-Proliferation Treaty . The NPT
emphasizes the non-discriminatory transfer of peaceful
nuclear technology . It also provides for the de-escalation
of the arms race on the part of nuclear weapon states and
for the rapid and effective movement towards disarmament .
More states have adhered to the Non-Proliferation Treaty .
However, such voluntary renunciation has not been matched by
corresponding action by the nuclear weapon states to halt
the build-up of nuclear weapons . Only tangible moves by the
superpowers will demonstrate the sincerity of their
commitment to non-proliferation . Those of us with nuclea r
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