Canadian businessmen, scholars, artists, athletes and tourists are visiting
the Soviet Union in increasing numbers and with' considerable success. -While my party
was in Leningrad yesterday, a ship unloaded a valuable cargo of sophisticated, heavy-
tracked vehicles purchased by the Soviets from a Calgary manufacturer. '

Earlier in my visit, I was delighted to be told that an Edmonton girl, Miss
Elizabeth Carruthers, had placed first in one of the events at a championship diving
meet in Rega and that two of her Canadian team-mates came third and fourth.

Against this steady developing background, it was only natural that steps
be taken to place Canadian-Soviet relations on a more "structured" and orderly basis,
and this was the purpose of the protocol which was signed in Moscow last week and
tabled in this House by the Secretary of State for External Affairs on the same day.*

This document, which I believe to be an important one, goes some distance
toward placing Canadian-Soviet consultations on the same basis as has existed for a
number of years with Britain, the United States and Japan.... A similar arrangement
was entered into with Mexico as part of the work of the ministerial committee which
travelled to Latin America, and...agreements for regular consultation with both New
Zealand and Australia were reached during my visits to those countries last May.

This process of broadening Canadian relations is an ongoing one and was
spelled out in the foreign policy review. The principles of that review have been
discussed widely in Canada and were studied at length by a Parliamecntary committee.

The foreign policy of this Government has been to contribute where it can to a peace-
ful world and to strengthen our relations with a number of countries. In both respects
this policy is designed to serve basic Canadian values and interests. The Canadian-
Soviet protocol is a natural manifestation of that policy.

As the communiqué tabled this morning reveals, the protocol will ensure
continuing consultations at a variety of levels on matters of the kind discussed by
me and the Soviet leaders, President Podgorny, Premier Kosygin and Secretary-General
Brezhnev. The communiqué refers to the desirability of relaxation of international
tensions and of stability and détente in Europe; economic, scientific and technolo-
gical co-operation; Canadian-Soviet trade; Arctic and northern development, including
the safety of navigation and the prevention of pollution; the significance of the
forthcoming UN Conference on the Human Environment; the conviction that international
issues should be resolved in accordance with the principles of the United Nations
Charter and that the effectiveness of the UN should be enhanced; satisfaction at the
conclusion of the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, and the treaty prohibiting place-
ment of weapons of mass destruction on the ocean floor.

* * * ¥ * * * *

While in no way diluting our friendship or our contacts with those countries,
such as the United States, Britain, France and others, with which we have had tradi-
tional and friendly relations, we have taken a fresh look at the world and at the
Canadian interests in it. Areas of the world which have not in the past figured
prominently in Canada have been sought out consciously as friends, as prospective
trading partners, as sources of information and advice, as contributors to an
independent Canada; a Canada not overwhelmingly dependent upon or dominated by any

* See page 5.




