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Atlantic on the east, the Pacific ort the west, and the Arctic on

the. north . ._ Including the very .large islands on . the,. east, i,res t

and north, we have a coastline of more than 30,000 miles or 55,000 .

kilometres, approximatel .y the :saine as that of the U .S .S .R. They

are, in fact, much the longest coastlines in the world and in both
cases they are rich fishing grounds for most of their length .; ; ; ry ~

Off our coasts lie old and historic fishing areas
from which many countries have been drawing rich harvests for

centuries
. On the west our salmon, halibut and other fish have

been caught by Canadian and Uaited States fishermen for many

,years : On the east,
:the Grand Banks of Newfoundland have been

fished regularly by Portugal, Spain, France and several other

countries . In fact, two years ago Portugal celebrated the
500th anniversary of the first of • their annual fishing expedi-

tions to,the Grand Banks .in a colourful ceremony at St .. John's,

Newfoundland . That goes back long before the beginning of our

life as a hation . I mention this because these fishing resources
are of interest not only to ourselves but to many other countries
whose ships have continued their rewarding efforts for so many years ,

The interest of different nations in this subject is
also brought into perspective by their catc

h of fish and other sea food. -May I give

those for. 1956 , for the first fifteen countries in terms .of
-

metric-~ tons . These were the catches in 1956
: Japan, 49763,000I

the United States, 2,936,000 ; Continental China, 2,640,000 ; U .S .S .R .

2,617,000 ; Norway, 2,129,000 ; Canada, 1,077,000 ; United Kingdom, .

1,050,000i India, 1,012,000 ; Germany, 771 ,000 ; Spaino 749,000,

Indonesia, 652,000 ; Union of South Africa, 555 ,000 ; France, 538,000 ;

Iceland, 517,000 ; Portugal, 471,000 . When it is remembered that

China has over 600,000,000 people, the U .S .S .R . over 200,000,000,

the United States 170,000,000, and Japan-90,000,000, it will be
realized that the Canadian catch.for a population of 17 ,000,000

people does constitute a very important part of their economic

life . In fact, it is not without significance that Canada, wit
h

a third of the population of the United Kingdom, has a larger

annual catch . -I have placed these figures before you only to
establish the fact that when we speak of our interest in fishing
we are discussing something that is of very great practical -
importance to our people, particularly to those living along our
long coastline, who depend so largely upon fishing for their liveli-

hood and sustenance . :

:We are also very directly interested in everything

related to the navigation of the seas and the freedom of the

seas . In 1956, cargoes were loaded on ships in our ports to the

total of 50,000,000 tons . I should also mention the new and
rapidly expanding means of transportation which will be greatly

affected by the decisions here .~ .We have commercial aircraft lines
already flying to many parts of the world and rapidly extending
their services for passengers and freight, The routes they can
follow and the services they can give, as much to the people of
other lands as to our own, will depend upon decisions made here
in regard to the area over which there is real freedom of th e

sea because that measures in turn their right to freedom of the

air .


