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Colonel Nasser and his Russian comrades to pursue quietly and
cunningly toward the diabolical purpose they have so boldly
emphasized. ) : .

During the last session of parliament repeated re=-
quests were made by the opposition for information on Canada's
interest in the Mediterranean crisis. :

' At that date, as evidence that the government had
certainly not given careful consideration to the policy to be
followed if the Suez Ganal crisis increased, there is the state-
ment made by the Minister of National Defence (lfr. Campney) on
August 3 in Vancouvers: : \ :

This is primarily a European matter. It is
not a matter which particularly concerns Canada.
We have no oil there. We don't use the canal for

shipping,

If our government had been following the course of
events in the Middle East, as we would expect it to do, it
would surely not have been as "distressed and dismayed” as
the Secretary of State for External Affairs said it was when
he gave hls press conference on October 31l. An ostrich rais-
ing its head from the sand might have felt the regret and
shocked surprise which apparently rent our Cabinet. I do not
think a well-informed government, conscious of the implications
of Soviet strength in the Middle Bast, would have been so sur-
prised. : : »

Whatever the division of opinion within the Cabinet
as a result of the British and French ultimatum to Egypt and
Israel on October 30, the idea put forward by the opposition
through the hon. member for Prince Albert ten months ago in
thls House was hastily revived at last in the proposal to send
an international emergency force to the danger area, even
though it was merely scoffed off ten months agoe. I submit it
night have been better to organize it ten months ago than to
wait until after the trouble had occurred.

I believe there is no disagreement among us regard-
ing the desirability of forming a UN police force to police
the Suez canal area pending a final settlement both between
Egypt and Israel and also concerning the international status
of the Suez canal. This party has over and over again empha-~
sized the importance of the underlying and fundamental prin-
ciple of the League of Natlons as well as the United Nations.
We have been on record to that effect time and time again.
In the United Nations we need more than platitudes or bluffing,
We need more action.

When it was finally announced 10 -days ago that Canada
was sending an administrative staff to the United Nations force,
there was considerable surprise throughout Canada. This sur-
prise turned into anger and dismay when it became clear that
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