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It is a policy that seeks to offer real 
opportunities—the kind that will make a lasting 
difference in the lives of women and girls, help 
to break the cycle of poverty for all and build 
a more peacefu , si or s inclusive and more 
prosperous woi 1
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Working with multilateral partners

Canada has a strong reputation for being able to work 
constructively with a broad range of multilateral 
partners. Canada will draw on its membership in key 
multilateral groups—including the United Nations, 
the G7, the G20, the Commonwealth, La Francophonie 
and others—to champion gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls. We will continue 
to speak out about the value of diversity and inclusion, 
and the importance of human rights for all. We 
will lead on climate action, renew our relationship 
with Indigenous peoples in Canada and abroad, and 
advocate for progressive approaches to migration and 
refugee assistance.

RESPONDING BETTER TO 
NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
For our international assistance to reach—and make a 
real difference to—the poorest and most vulnerable, it 
must be directed to those parts of the world where the 
incidence and depth of poverty and fragility are most 
acute. But it must also be nimble and able to respond 
quickly to evolving needs and opportunities: how and 
where we provide assistance needs to become more 
flexible.

To that end, Canada will discontinue its 
“countries-of-focus” approach, which concentrated 
development assistance on a fixed shortlist of 
countries.

Engaging the private sector

Canada recognizes the fundamental role that 
the private sector plays when it comes to driving 
economic growth through trade and investment. An 
important source of expertise, the private sector also 
has a great deal to offer to countries and companies 
that are seeking new and more sustainable ways of 
doing business.

Canada will adapt its international assistance 
approaches to better respond to local needs and 
opportunities in the diverse range of countries where 
we work. We will target our assistance to where we can 
make a significant difference in the lives of the poorest 
and most vulnerable, including those living in fragile 
contexts.

For its part, Canada will support developing countries 
in their efforts to create stable regulatory systems that 
can attract investment and help businesses to thrive. 
Canada will engage in private sector partnerships 
that attract co-financing and investment, help 
identify new solutions to development challenges and 
generate more opportunities for the poorest and most 
vulnerable to benefit from economic growth.
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