
But it did also show, dramatically, how far the
Commonwealth has corne in recent years. It reacted in a
bolder and speedier way than ever before, and showed
how the Commonwealth is capable of doing things that
the UN and other bodies would find unthinkable - it
does flot regard military coups as 'internal matters'. The
Secretary-General spoke out before the news was con-
firmed to say that a coup "would be in contravention of
the Commonwealth's fundamental political values",
and would therefore "inevitably invite Pakistan's sus-
pension". This was confirmed within days in an emer-
gency meeting of the Commonwealth Ministerial Action
Grnîin ICMAGI. which was created in 1995. The


