
4. AGRICULTURE

4. 1. Agriculture in Rhône-Alpes only represents
6.5% of French agriculture, both in cultivated land
and ini the final value of the produce. Agricultural
activities are undertaken ini conditions which are
often difficuit: mountainous areas, hazardous
climate, difficuit access, smaill size of farms, urban
pressure, etc.

Mixed farming is widely practiced. Wine-making
(ini Beaujolais and Côte du Rhône), fruit-farming
(peaches, apricots, apples, pears, nuts, small red
fruits), market-gardening and horticulture are the
main activities. 'Me mounitainous areas are rapidly
expanding dairy farming geared towards cheese.
Corn, wheat, barley and rape-seed are grown on
the plains.
This area also produces beef and pork. Finally,
forests cover 30% of the region' s surface and
supply about 2.1 million cubic metres of timber a
year (particularly coniferous trees).


