
Attempts to achieve victory on the occasion of the first appearance of a weapon of a

radically new type have failcd because the number of the new weapons introduced. into combat was

insufficient to accomplish truly decisive resuits. Examples were the first use of tanks, and of poison

gas, in World War I, and of V 1 and V2 missiles and jet-propelled fighter aircraft in World War H1.

The early efforts at arins control betwcen the two World Wars were directed at both numbers

and quality of weapons. The German army was to be limitcd to 100,000 men. But naval strength

was to be limited by tonnage, and calibre of guns, rather than by the number of ships or guns2. It

was clear that in comparison to a ship of smaller tonnage a large warship could be provided with

guns of longer range and greater hitting power, could have thicker armour, more powerful engines,

and carry fuel for longer endurance. The designer could choose among these advantages, but

whichever he selected would come at the cost of an increase in the tonnage of the ship. A feature of

the thining of that period was that like would flght against like, a belief not borne out ini subsequent

naval wars.

The Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

The invention of nuclear weapons introduced a radical discontinuity to the spectrum of

weapon capability. Instead of measuring damage potential in ternis of kilograms (kg) of chemnical

Hligh Explosive (for artillery sheils), or tons (for heavy bombers), il was necessary 10 use ldlotons,

even megatons. AUl weapons that were not nuclear were lumped together under the tern
44conventional"3


