
-meater security cooperation with the Soviet Union.' Hence the entrenched regional rivakry that

typifles most of contemporary South Asian history.

Thiis sketch of the post-partition evolution of South Asian relations tells only part of the

story, however, because it deals with a bipolar system, of great power rivahry. In reality, an

overriding 'tiangular competition between Moscow, Washington and Beijing lias been

superimposed onto the regional conffict between India and Pakistan.

As an Asian power, China has for years actively confronted Indian perceptions of its

regional dominance. India suffered ita only military defeat at the hands of China in the

Himalayas in 1962, but the participation of China in the affairs of South Asia lias developed

as more of a politica1 challenge to Iiulia than as a milktaiy threat. Altliough the Chinese victory

had meaningfiil strategic importance, ini that it led to sigpificant improvemients in India's

military posture in the north of the country, t lias had more long-term relevance i ternis of

Indiain esteem. The humiliation o>f the defeat, and the fact that the border issue with China

remains iunresolved, bas had a baing on the development of Indian defexnçe and foreign policy

diat cannot be udrsiae.Because of the defeat in 1962, India suffers under an immense

psychological burden of infeiioeity wlhpn viewing its relations with China.

Thisfeeling is copuddby what New Delhii perçeives to be a lack of international

respect for India's standing in the workld I is particularly irritating to Indian policymakers, for

exaniple, that China ia re<xgnize4 as a world power and has a permianent seat oni the Sçcurity

Cowiçil.5 ' contrast, India, whiçh bas virtuially the sanie attributes of power as China - ini


