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ANNEX 2

TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUPS

The foliowing procedures shall apply to technical expert groups establishedin accordance with the provisions of Article 14.

1. Participation in technjcal expert groups shall be restricted to persons, preferabiygovernment officiais, of professional standing and experience in the field inquestion.

2. Citizens of countries whose central governments are Parties to, a disputeshall not bc eligible for membership of the technicai expert group concernedwith that dispute. Members of technical expert groups shahl serve in theirindividual capacities and not as government representatives, nor as representativesof any organization. Governments or organizations shahl therefore flot givethem instructions with regard to matters before a technicai expert group.

3. The Parties to a dispute shall have access to ail relevant information providedto a technical expert group, unless it is of a confidential nature. Confidentialinformation provided to the technical expert group shaîl flot be revealed withoutformai authorization from the government or person providing the information.Where such information is requested from the technical expert group but releaseof such information by the technical expert group is flot authorized, a non-confidential summary of the information wili be provided by the goverfiment orperson supplying the information.

4. To encourage development of mutualiy satisfactory solutions between theParties and with a view to obtaining their comments, each technical expert groupshould first submit the descriptive part of its report to the Parties concerned, andshould subscquentîy submit to the Parties to the dispute its conclusions, or anouthine thercof, a reasonable period of time before they are circulated to theParties.


