26. We recognize the problem of developing
countries whose economies are solely or pre-
dominantly dependent on exports of primary
commodities, the prices of which are persist-
ently depressed. It is important that the func-
tioning of commaodity markets should be
improved: for example, through better informa-
tion and greater transparency. Further diversifi-
cation of these economies should be encouraged,
with the help of the international financial
institutions, through policies to support their
efforts for improved processing of their prod-
ucts; to expand opportunities through market
access liberalization; and to strengthen the
international environment for structural
change.

27. We recognize that the problems of some of
the poorest countries, primarily in Sub-Saharan
Africa, are uniquely difficult and need special
treatment. These countries are characterized by
such features as acute poverty, limited resources
to invest in their own development, unmanage-
able debt burdens, heavy reliance on one or two
commodities, and the fact that their debt is
owed for the most part to governments of
industrialized countries themselves or to inter-
national financial institutions. For those of the
poorest countries that are undertaking adjust-
ment effort, consideration should be given to
the possibility of applying lower interest rates to
their existing debt; and agreement should be
reached, especially in the Paris Club, on longer
repayment and grace periods to ease the debt
service burden. We welcome the various pro-
posals made in this area by some of us, and also
the proposal by the Managing Director of the
IMF for a significant increase in the resources
of the Structural Adjustment Facility over the
three years from January 1, 1988. We urge a
conclusion on discussions on these proposals
within this year.

28. We note that UNCTAD VII provides an
opportunity for a discussion with developing
countries with a view to arriving at a common
perception of the major problems and policy
issues in the world economy.

Environment

29. Further to our previous commitment to
preserve a healthy environment and to pass it on
to future generations, we welcome the report by
the environmental experts on the improvement
and harmonization of techniques and practices
of environmental measurement. Accordingly,
we encourage the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) to institute a forum for
information exchange and consultation in
cooperation with the International Organization
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for Standardization (ISO) and the Interna-
tional Council of Scientific Union (ICSU),
assisted by other interested international organ-
izations and countries, so that continuing
progress in this important field can be ensured.
The priority environmental problems identified
by the environmental experts in their report
should receive full attention.

30. We underline our own responsibility to
encourage efforts to tackle effectively environ-
mental problems of worldwide impact such as
stratospheric ozone depletion, climate change,
acid rain, endangered species, hazardous sub-
stances, air and water pollution, and destruction
of tropical forests. We also intend to examine
further environmental issues such as stringent
environmental standards as an incentive for
innovation and for the development of clean,
cost-effective and low-resource technology; as
well as promotion of low-polluting industrial
plants and other environmental protection
technologies.

31. We welcome the important progress
achieved since Tokyo, particularly in the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in
enhancing effective international cooperation
with regard to safety in the management of
nuclear energy.

Other issues

32. We welcome the initiative of the Human
Frontier Science Programme (HFSP) presented
by Japan, which is aimed at promoting, through
international cooperation, basic research on
biological functions. We are grateful for the
informal opportunities our scientists have had to
take part in some of the discussions of the
feasibility study undertaken by Japan. We note
that this study will be continued and we would
be pleased to be kept informed about its
progress.

33. We welcome the positive contribution made
by the Conference of High Level Experts on the
future role of education in our society, held in
Kyoto in January 1987.

34. We shall continue to review the ethical
implications of developments in the life
sciences. Following the conferences sponsored
by summit governments — by Japan in 1984,
by France in 1985, by the Federal Republic of
Germany in 1986 and by Canada in 1987 — we
welcome the Italian government’s offer to host
the next bioethics conference in Italy in April
1988.

Next Economic Summit

35. We have agreed to meet again next year
and have accepted the invitation of the
Canadian Prime Minister to meet in Canada.




