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Bill ensu

State Francis Fox intro-
rmation bill in the House
n July 17 that would
create a public right of access t0 govern-
ment information and at the same time
would extend the individual’s right of
access to and protection of personal
information in government files.

The bill would provide an independent
review process — by an Information Com-
missioner (or in the case of privacy, by
the Privacy Commissioner) with broad in-
vestigative pOWers and by judicial review
in the Federal Court — to put the burden
of proof on the government and to enable
a judge to overrule a decision of the gov-
ernment to withhold information and
order the release of a document.

«This bill is the culmination of years
of discussion and attempts t0 draft such
legislation by all sides of the House,” Mr.
Fox said. “We believe the balance is now
about right, SO that information that
should be available to the public will be

available.”
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Information available
Under the Jegislation, Canadians would

have access to 2 wide range of govern-
ment documents including Cabinet discus-

sion papers, program evaluations, product
testing results, internal government direc-
tives, salary ranges of officials, details of
government contracts and factual details

of every variety o1 govemment operations.
“This bill would override the Official
Secrets Act and no public servant who re-
leased information in good faith under
this legislation could be made to suffer

for his or her action,” the Minister said.

«Once the bill passes, it will require
rts of everyon¢ — govern-
ment, media and public interest groups —
to ensure that the spirit of the law soaks
into every part of the federal administra-

tion,” he added.
Right of access

The bill would provide 2
information in governm

right of access to
ent records “in

res access to government information

Secretary of State Francis Fox

accordance with the principle
ernment information sphoulcf bet:\?;ilggré
to the public, that necessary exemptions
to the right of access should be limited
ar}d specific, and that decisions on the
d}llscl?surg of government information
shou e reviewed i
o independently of

The second part of the bil i
with personal information in gol\;e?:;\l:rll%
files, would reaffirm the right of indivi-
d.uals to see and amend personal informa-
tion and broaden that category to in-
clude all personal information, not onl
persgnal information used for decisiori
making purposes as contained in part v
of the Human Rights Act.

As promised in the Speec
Throne, the bill would abI:)lis}?sg:?irgntftule
of the Federal Court Act so that the gov-
ernment would no longer have the ab-
solute right to withhold information from
jche ,courts during any litigation. A min-
ister’s objections to disclosure on public
interest grounds would be subject to re-




