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Two poomi in the. nov fourth reader, now in nse in
Nev Brunwick scbools, ame Tennymo' IlSt Agnos'
Bv."I and Il8Sr Oaiahad." Pooma of grater charrn iL
vould b. hard Lo find, but for fulil undermtanding we
need to knov. the. atones upon which, they are founded.

St, Agnus wu a Christian girl, vho suffored martyr-,
dom Iu tb. pormecution of Diocletian. Many legenda
have been told about hor innocence and punity, and
ah. is sometirnos deicted vith a iamb% oving probably
to the. name, 4gw,., a lamb. Her feout was k.pt on the
2lmt of January, and thons w va popular superstition
connected vith lt in Enga ta i. like tb. one
oomoeonly attached to Ha1v< t b. ove of Ail Sainte
Day, nameiy, thit, by obeervii certain rites and cus-
toam, maidens migbt have a it of, theïr future
hiýâbanda,. The. poot Keats ham a beantiful poem
foùnded on this suppetition. IlThey told bier boy
upon St. Agnos' Eve, youug virgins might have visions
cf delight" The. "Ivision of deligt t" vhich, Icflnyson's
heroitie la granted, ia not cf this earth. 8h. is a saintly
non, and tiirough failli snd oarnest prayer she vins a
vision of the. H.avonly Bridegico.

In toaching this Pc.. te a clama of average children
I vonld tell thi. the story cf th. superstition. -Thon,
letting tin read tii. poemý, guide thoni te find'ont vho,
or vbat, the. speaker is, try te bave tbem piýcture tii.
scone, the. Ilanova sparkling te Lb. moon," ",MIlhe frosty
skies," "lthe starlight koon,» and lot the. AIotice the.
dotaila tiiemslves, asking nmre mach question! as theso;
What do the lines maire yonsel, If you v.re paint-
ing a pictare te illastrate them, vbat vould you paint 1
Mauy papils will take ploasare in 1.arning tiie pcem by
heart. Tii.y vill se -that the. frt tvo verses are a
prayer, sud ti.lu Ian s anuver, but I vonld ýeave the
deeper rneaniug until miter a study cf tb. follqving and
companion pom, IlSir Gad."

Tbe stery vbich serves as foundatioi for. *us poem,
as Tonnyson pud iL, is brielly as foilova. Tii. Hely Grail
vu the cup from viih onr Lord drank at, the Lut
Sapper. Josepb cf Arimatbea vu said to have bronght
iL te Giustenbary in Somersetshire, sud thons avie it
abodo ; sud if a man coald teucb or se. iL, ho vas beïied
at once by faith, of &Il bis ilis. But thon ¶iie tumes
grew g ok .MOi that tho boly cap vas caagi4 avay te
Heavon and disappeared. But in the. tinue lof King
Arthiur, the. cap app.ared to the littie siator! of ene cf
the. Knighté of the. Round Table, Sir Percivale. 8h.

-told ber brother, and bad. i pray that tbey migbt ail
e the vision sud.,s mc hoal.d of aIl cvii. Sir Gaaiad

vu the youngest, the. most bouatiful and thii et

innocent cf aIl the knights, sud te ii, firsL, the. Grail
appeared.

This short po.. ia like a sketch, or study, for the.
idyl cf $,The Hoiy Grail." IL vas publimbed in 1842,
sud "lTiie Holy Grail" in 1869.

Tii. toucher ebculd- ha familur with the. longer pcoe,
in order te feel the. spirit cf, IlSir Gaiuiiad," and especi-
ally vitii Gaiahad's account cf bis quest, tbe lines be-
,ginning Il , Galabad, sav the. Grail." Au vith St.
«Agnus' Ev., I vonld bave tiie pupils grasp the. surface
m.suing first, Whio is it vho speakai1 What doos h.
descniha?1 See the succession cf pictures, the. tourna-
ment. What vas a true knight bonnd to flght fort
IlDieu et mu darne" vas the old motte, and remember
Douglas'. words te Wiiten in IlMarmion " "lFor king,
for cbarcb, for lady fuir see that thon flght," Tii. dark
forest, Lb. Secret amrine, the. vision on the lonely luke,
the. sleeping tewns, tbe vinter sterma. I voald not
1cm. the. opportunity cf letting the. oidren express thoir
sense cf enjoyment cf thebeautiful aotrnda in both tii.,.

"aom; but voald @pend soins time in h.aring vhat tiiey
have te say about the iiymes, the. metiro, tbe fitting of
aound te-sense, as ini unes 4 te 7, cf IlSir Gulaiiud." 1
vonld net 411 them-that tiiey oaght toecnjoy the. poeoes,
but I vould let thi, os that tiiir teaciior did. L.stly,
and very carefnily, I vouid b.ad tii.. te ses the. link
batveen the tvo poems; but I vould ha satisfiod vith
suggemting it, if tiioy do not find iL for tiiemselves. It
is, cf course, te ha found in tiie sixth beutitude. It is
ene cf the. glories cf art thut it dos net force great
trutiis upon us, but, rigiitly atudied, belpa us te se.
tii..; and if we can teacb our pupim the. outward
beauty cf groat literatu ns, vo rnay safoly louve the.
innor lesson te Ilsteai in silence down."

SuaGzeTioxs FOR DETÂILHD STUDT.

Tii. contrait in isound. botveen lines 5-9 and 11, 12,
in verso 1. Alliterutien. Tennysn'is ou cf "s hrill"l
a a verb (me IlTiie Pasuing of Arthur," limes 10 and 18).
For descriptions. cf tepruaronta ee * lIvanho. " and
"Elaine." Explain Ilthe, tide cf combat otatids,"

amainsd tbrall," Ilcrypt and shrine," Ilthe. stormy
creont," "Il obes cf vhite," Ilthe. cock creva ere the.
Obrisemas morm," (ee Harniot, Act I., go. 1., 159, etc.
Tii. teoier may bike, te compare with IlMy, spirit bette
iior montai, bars," Loremzo'a speech in the. IlMerciiamt cf
Vonice" V. 1, 61, etc. Tii. fancy cf Iltiie ruaic cf the.
apheres " a treated by the. pooLs,4 im aaggested in con-
,n.ctien vith tiies. tve poema, and may ha looked op
in Milton. Seo "lArcades," 62-7. "lCornus," 112-4,
241-3, 102 1, -"At a Solemn Muie," and many refer.

ocsin "ParadiseeLest."
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