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an' afther a while T'd cornte tilt a blaze on tire trees.
Now, I thorrght to myseif, where there's a blaze
there must be fire an' smoke, but I lucked an' lucked
an' niver a bit of either could I see. Anyway 1 went
on an' aftber sturnblin' rotin' for a long tirne 1 forîn'
the place alright, an' by an' by 1 foinu' ont wbat a
blaze xvas too."

Preachirrg one day in a neighboring field frorn the
one in wbich the writer was stationed ibe wvas
accoste(l after service by a rather eccentric looking
individual. This persorr was a taîl angrrlar-looking
rnan wbose riglit coat.sleeve frort the elbow down
hrring empty. Reaching bis left baud past several
who were standing about lie gripped the missionary
by the hand and exclairrred I dou't kuow wbere ye
corne frumi or who ye are, but 1 waut to, speak to ye
anyway." As a start was ruade across the prairie to
a farru bouse a short distance off, this old oran
shutled up alongside and reniarked IlYes, I' liked
yer sermon pretty well this ruornin' It's jist wbat I
tbink rneself. V/e waut a litile more vint an' frre an'
energy. As I tell thenr when 1 git on the 1 latforin
we're like a lot of old boots kickin' aroun." Tiren
after a pause Ire continued, IlYes, btrt that's not ail.
Now, there was Napoleon. H1e had lots o' virn an'
fire an' energy, but be was so everlastiugly, eternally
fightin' he could neyer do any good." By tbis trrne
time the bouse was reacbed and tire owner invited
him. in for dinner. First lie refused and stood wip-
ing bis feet in the wet grass, but by.and-bye
declared that if lie could be of auy use to the
gentlemn (rneaning the missionary) lie woutd go iri
and bave dinner and drive with hirn rigbit round the
field and show bim the road. Being assured that
bis company would be ver3' acceptable, the bargain
was concldrded in a moulent.

Those wbo bave bad prairie experience know
that the conveyance of the missiorrary is not usuially
a very elaborate affair. The outfit irr this particular
case neyer had as part of its original design tire
accommodatiorn of two ; arnd althurrgh little of the
original design now rernained the accommodation
bad not increased, It was a cart witb no back and
a rlarrow seat. Thec driver who held the reins and

was accustorrred to the art of broncho-riding could
uisually keep bis place, but any urtexpected perform-
ances on the part of the pony might develop in a

second occupant of the seat the most uncalled-for
acrobatic freaks. On the present occasion our old
frierrd was giveri a baller, tire other ernd of which was
fastened to the cross-bar of tbe cart. This ai irst

he <lung to ver), industriously, and so long as he
did was carried aiong safely enough. Brut occa-

Sionally he was so carried away wjth an interestirrg
thenre that he fouind if arr absolute necessity to

illustrate with Iis barnd, arrd several tirnes in couise-
querîce was rrearly parting cornparry wiih tIre
conveyance. Once, indeed, in tbe rnidst of a
violentlv illustraied lecture a spriug of tire cart
broke (tîrotîgîr tire siory did not) and both occurparrts
were precil)itated iri tbe rrrud. Anotîrer sliglrt alter-
atior irad to be rrade irr tIre origirral design of thre
conveyance, but by tire use ol a few siraps cvery.
thing was set to riglrts.

To describe tIre corrversatiorns lry tIre way woild
ire no srnall task. Marry trirrgs hrave slipped tIre
wiier's rrind brrt a few rernain. Ouîr friend wvas
londly larnerrtirrg tîrat lire irad irot takeri Ietter
advarrtage of tire olportunities lie had when a boy,
b)lt particularly lire seerned to regret tbat lire lrad
ever Ilgone wesi." Not su rnticb did ie grieve over
ibis for lris owrr sake as for tire sake of tire whole
country. Unavoidable circrrrrrstances biad sadly
irnpaired bis useftrlness. Il 1 ften tîrink,'' lire said,
I lun jrust like lIijab, burrîed away in tire wilderrress

wliere 1 can do nothing. If I couîd only get back te,
Ontario and get at tbe bead of tis teurperance
bursiness, and get orn the platforrrr, I trirrk 1 could do
sornetlrirg. The iemnperance people are like a great
rnighty arrny, 1-1, ibey're doirr' rrothin' because they
haven't got any leader. Wtry, I once wrote arr
article and sent it to the - Ileralid, givirr' rnly
views on temperance, an' it was publisbed, an' I
bave tbe paper yei. A while ago I wrotc to a news-
paper rran in Tororrto oflèrin' to, give hini soinre
news for bis paper-tacts, frorri a rrran wbose l)een iri
the country and knows ail about farmin', arr' tire
scîrool qutestion an' prohibition--if he'd only pay rire
a little for it. But do you suppose lre'd give it to
ie ? No! He'd rather go an' pay sortie fellow

wbo krrew notbin' about it. 1 have always tîrougit
since 1 wrote tbat piece 1 spoke about tirat I'd have
mnade a good newspaper man. Froio rny mother4s
side of tbe brouse 1 bave a sirong sense of the
ridicurlous, aird fronr rrry father's side a facility of
expression and a hrappy choice uf words. I guess
ihougb III not get rnrrch dunc at it tilI I get out of
this place. im goûn' to get up a cartoon ihougb on
the Manitoba Scbool Question. t'm flot mucir of a
drawer so li just send the idea bu Mr. Grip an' he'l
fix il mrp for rue. Firsi I'd draw a rrrap of the world
and mrark Rorme and Italy and Manitoba. Tîren I'd
draw a great, rnrgbiv serpent wiilr its bead on Rorie
and ils tait on Manitoba, and I'd write on that
serpent, 1 the power of Roine.' Then I'd show tire
vote of 18- againsi Separate Scbools like a big
broad-axe that trad cuit off' a good piece of the tail,
and I'd show tirose who want Separate Scirools
back again wiib trispiece of tailtirying 10 fasien it
on again. Yes, I tbink tIrai wouid be pretty good.
I must try it to-nrrorrow."


