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carried them on was the force of passion
working in those who had but a dirn idea of
the end they sought. A timely shibboleth -

the more meaningless and rnysterious the
better-is often worth more to a cause than
the simplest and most forcible dernonstra-
tion. What wonder that Carlyle should dis-
cern an utter lack of hope in an cxtended
franchise, finding in the voice of the people
the very reverse of the voice of God, and be
constrained to eall out for the "able man" to
corne forth. and govern the people? What
wonder that Sir Henry Maine should find in
Dernocracy the most unstable form of go-
vernment ?

Partyisrn then is flot some unnatural out-
growth in our political life. It is the natu-
rai expression of crude human nature when
left to govern itself. Only so far as men lay
aside the element of passion or prejudice,
and consider questions of public iriterest
through laborious thought, can they rise
above partyism, and recognize that there is
absolutely nothing in it to afford a basis of
action. Only so far as men have no ideas
to guide them. or no ability to discover ideas
is their any need that they should tie thern-
selves down to follow certain men who cou-
stitute the leaders of a party. The only oc-
casion for the existence of a party is
found in the agreement of a number of citi-
zens as to the advisability of adopting cer-
tain measures for the general good. But
such parties could neyer remain fixed ; and
there is no necessitv why they should. Mat-
ters of public interest can be judged on their
merits and not on grounds of party interest.
It is flot necessary in Parliamnent to pass
buis against one's conscience because they
are supported hy one's party, or to vote
against good measures sirnply because they
bave been brought forward by the opposi-
tion. Yet the fault is not so mucli with the
members of Parliament as with the people.
The members are in most cases fair repre-

sentatives of the majority of the electors.
Any one seeking to enter Parliament as an
independent candidate will find but sinall
support.

That the people are content with the
existing conditions is obvious frorn the tone
of our ordinary newspapers. The great ma-
jority of these xvould cease to exist did they
cease to be mere party organs given up to
vilifying their opponents and defending
their allies.

The simple fact of the mat ter is that the
people generally don't know even approxim-
ately what tlîeir best interests are and don't
take the troujble to find out. They find it
casier to be political partizans because they
don't need to know even what their creed is.
All they require to know is that their op-
ponents should be overcome, and that in
overcoming themn there is victory and glory.

W E begin witli thîs number the publi-
cation of the narnes of those who

have subscribcd to the Jubilee Fund. Na-
turally enough we begin at home, giving the
Kingston list first. Others will follow in due
time. lEhe statement has been circulated
in some of the papers of the past week that
the minimum amount had been secured.
We find on enquiry that sucb is not the
case. There are stili lacking five or six
thousand dollars to comiplete the quarter of
a million. It is a small sumn in propor-
tion to what hias heen raised and many ap-
pear inclîned to suppose that the Fund is
secure now and the balance mnust faîl in of
ts owul acc ord. This makes the task of

securiI)g the last five thousand about as dif-
ficult as that of secaLring the flrst flfty thou-
sand. There are friends xvho have s0 far
stood aside. Can they not put their should-
ers to the wheel ?

Since the above was printed the needed
arnount bas been promised. Well done,
Q ueen's!


