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jT is rather surprising that Leightou, thse painter cf lait-
-uid beauties and byracefully idle athletes, should inake

bis mark as a sculpter with a statue whicli is about
as violent ini action as anything that bias yet been acccmn-
plislied inteart. Stag, co, tfiat the man cf Greciani
ideals should leave the easy gestures cf the Parthenon period
of sculpture and accoînplisl a work with the <qualities cf
tbe ccnsparatively decadeut Greco-Roinan pericd.

His Il Athîcte struggling with a python " lias few
equals in violence cf inovement in the demain cf sculpture
in fact the famous Laocoon greup is the only one whicli I can
recall at this momuent (amcngst ancient mnarbles) which bias
the saine anicunt cf contorticîs and straining cf muscle.
Even the Il Slaves," " David," and l' Cupid " cf Michel Ant-
gelo are reposeful as conipared witb the twisted figure cf
lieigbiton's " Atllete "; and the "lDiscobolus" and "Figliting
Gladiatcr " are creatures of rhythmic curve in comnparisen.
But the defence cf Leighton's statue is thse fact tbat it is suc-
cessful. It is -a perfect expression cf the idea wbicli he
wislied to cenvey. It represents the effort on the part cf

L yeung Greek bero of the games te subdue, by miuscular
strength alone, the awful power cf ant enermious serpent.
Frosu the standpoint cf realisi I question the pessibility cf
thse incident-tsat is te say, I doubt if even a Sandow could
bold in check for ten seconds the deadly embrace cf a twelve
foot python. But that is no reason foir sejectingr a subject
whicb <ffers possibiities for lieroîc sculpture -and Leiglitoîs
bias a goed precedent ini the Laocoon gî'cup foi' pcrtraying a
.struggle between a man and a serpent, althougli in the lat-
ter' work the reptile is gaining the victcry.

A visiter te the South Kensington Museum wilI ets-
counter Leighton's statue in ene cf the picturo micns up-
stairs. And lie will have the opportunity cf ceînparing if
witls the works of, other masters. Downstairs are te lie
seen Michel Angelo's Il David " (a plaster cast) ; tihe saine
artist's Il Cupid " (original inarble) ; Alfred Stevens' original
plaster models for the grcups whicli support the Wellingtosn
tomnb, and other exaniples cf muscular energy in marbie,
plaster and bronze. The IlAthlete " is made ini the latter'
material, and thse dramnatie iutensity cf the designs is heigb-
tened by the deep colour, the shining liglits and dulI1 shadows
cf tise material. Tise natural ricli quality cf the bronze bias
been allowed te doninate, for the most part, but bere and
there the teudency te variety cf tint bas been semtewbat
lieigbtened by oxidization, and sortie pî'etty greens are tise
result.

The actioîn cf thse figure is isot unbeautiful iii spi te cf its
force. Thse youtis is firnily planted ons his feet;- the riglit arm
is lseld out before him, the lsand having a deadly grip cf the
threat (if one eau use the termi) cf the python ;and the
writhsng monster, witlm eue coil round the waist cf the hero,
and another round a foot is at a disadvantage, because its
inupcular antagoîsist has frustrated it in the intention cf
winding its borîid length around bis body.

The President is net of ten given te sculpture, althcugi
lus deliglit in it is sufficiently mauifest by the marbies and
bronzes in bis possession. [t was for hum tisat Alfred Gil-
bert executed bis beautiful figure cf the bapless Icarus.
But tise President's work iin sculpture is almost confined t(s
tise modelling of figures and groups for his large paimsted
compositions, in which the contours cf limbs and tbe dispo-
sition cf the folds cf drapery are aIl the msore accurate aud
complete for lsaving lbeeîscarefully elaborated in dlay.

E. Wyrv , uen

Tîsere hiave becîs ais unusual number cf sînaîl exhibi-
tionîs cf pictum'es within the last few weeks, held in the
varseus art galleries cf Tor'onto, and that they are appreci-
ated bas becîs slsown by the fact that thousands cf people
liave visited tbem. At Ambrose Kent's galleries some very
gcod picttures aie slsowrs, amongst the contributors being
Messrs. O'Brien, Reid, Knowles, Fraser, Sherwood, Chal-
loner, Gagen, and Ede, and Mrs. Dignamt.

Mr. F. McGillvry Knowles Isas a large collection cf
cil paintings on view at Mattlsews' art gallery, the subjects
being cf great variety with every possible effect of light.

At Baiu's gallery Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Homer Watson

have a nuniber cf cil pitintings and w-ater colours, and there,
are also a great miany fine pictures froin the French Gallery,
Bond Street, London, both in oils and wvater colours.

I t is rumored that Sir W. V~an Horne and Mr. .James
Iloss, of Montreal, and Mr. E. B3. (14cr have kindly con-
sented tii lend part of their collection, cf paintings for the
put-pose of a boan exhibition to be lheli slîortly in the Toronto
club.

The Art Inistitute cf Chicago bas been the scene of a
series cf exhibitions, greater i numtber and importance
than ever before lield there. The exhibition in cils and water
colours of the Danislh and Glasgow schoals was succeeded by
the annual exhibition of Anierican pairstings and sculpture
which clcsed on the Sth Dec. At prescrit the joint work cf
the Pallet Club (which is consposed entirely of women) and
the Art Studeuts' League,is being shown, and comprisessculp-
ture, paintiugs in cil, miniature water colcurs, pastels, black
and wbite compositions,, peri and ink drawing and pencil
sketches.

Mr. Williami Chiase, cf New York, is forming a class
cf art students to spend February, March and April ini
Madrid, for the purpose cf work and study. The party is
to sail on the 2:2nd January by the Northi Gerînan Lloyd
steainer -Kaiser JVilhelmn III., and the fare for the round trip
is to be cnly $195.13 for eacb person, to include a return
journey by Paris, Havre and Southampton. Jn '97, after
takiîsg anotiier class te llolland, Mfr. Chase intends te give
up teaching and devote bis wlsole time to painting. is
studio in Tenth St. is shortly to be given up, and his collec-
tion, whicb has been the work cf years, and comprises not
only inany valuable pictures, but aIse tapestries, porcelain,
bronzes, and mnanv fine cld pieces cf furniture, is to be sold
by auction.

To-mnorrcw afternoon Mr. Carl Ahrens will bave on ex-
hibition at bis studio a nuinher cf bis own painitings. The
view will lie a private one.

rThis Our Laiit.

'Uhis Canada of ours 1 celebrate,
For lier dominion is fromn sea te sea;
The Proînised Land for nations yet to lie

Coal for their heartlî-flres waits 'neath shale and siate
Trhe bmnch-gm'iss lsolds ini fief the prairies great,

Their fields for wheat the sombre lordly tree
Of thcir homes eroons the tides of Acadie

Swing round earth singiug te Vaucouver's gate-
While swift the flying shutties of the trains

Weave West to East, and iiiined copper veins
Make nerves for thoughit ;the mountains with their grand
Stili patience wait to see the New Race stand,

With old Norse valeur, on lier sea-like plains;-
A brave strongl race, earth's sceptre in beri hiand.

WLîuP. MuýKaIzl.

'Plie Futur'e ýitUe.*

TlIIE subject cf nman's destîny after deati miust ever be
Ione cf the greatest interest, and timis front differenit

points cf view. Amiong believers in the Christian revelation
tisere eau, cf course, be ne question as te a future life. IlIf
a mari die, shail lie live again ." is a question which bias
been answered couclusively fer the Chiristian by Hum who
brouglit life and imnortality to lighit. But even ameng
these there exist many differences of opinions in regard te
the future cf those who are rejected by Christ.

. .But this is net ail. Outside the boundaries oif the
Christian Chur-ci there are ini our cwnl days -prebably ini

ail ages-not a few wlme do flot regard tbe testimcuy cf Christ
as final, and who still declare theiselves as uncertain
whetber deatlm iw, only a tensporary sleep or a sleep wlîich
knows ne waking. And te suds persons the question nust

be cne cf prefeund interest, and, one iniglit believe, the
doubt on such a subjeet must semetimes be agcnizing. To
botb cf these classes the volume cf D)r. Salmond, now hefore

"lThe Christian Doctrine of Immiortality." By Professor S. 1). F.
Saliiond, D. D. Price 14,ý. Edinbutrgh : T. & T. Clark. Torcuto
Fleming H. Reveil & Co. 1895.
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