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This is spun out to five acts. The cast ix
strong and the scenery is very pretty, but the
play is hardly suited For the iFrancais.”
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CHRONOLOGICAL OUTLINES OF AMER-
ICAN LITERATURE. By Selden L.
Whitcoml, A.M., with an introduction
by Brander Matthews, New York and
London : MacMillan & Co.
Williamson & Co. 1894,

What My, Frederick Ryland has so \\'cl1
done for English Literaturte, Me. Whitcomb
has accomplished for that of the United States.

Mr. Whiteombahas divided his hook into two

pParts-—the first contains the ** General Out-

ln}e " and the second ‘¢ Authors and their

Works.”  The plan of the **(ieneral Out-

line ” divides each double page into six par-

allel columns.  In these are respectively re-
corded :—* Year,” ** Works Published,” **Bio-
graphical Dates,” ** British Literature,” “For-
eign Literature,” “History.”™  Such notes as
suggested themselves to the compiler have
heen placed at the foot of the respeotive pages

I'he second part gives an alphabetical list  of

authors and their works, with date of hirth

and death vespectively, as well as date of pub-
llf:utinn of cach work mentioned.  The com-

'p‘llnt:inn seems (uite satisfactory andeomplete.

I'he task has heen one  of great  lahour amd

wearisome diserimination,  That such a task

has been undertaken and completed, overy
student of the literature of the United

States  shoulld be  indecd wrateful. Not

only iz it valuable as o chronological

catalogue of the works of United States
writers but the comparative information  re-
corded is most serviceable and adds greatly to
ﬁh(.: importance of the volume for purpose  of
l‘_etel'em:e. It is interesting to note that the
first pregnant date given is * 1608,” the name
mentioned heing  ¢“John Smith,” and  the
work : ¢ A True Relation of such Ovcurrences
and Accideuts of Note as hath happened  in

Virginia.”  This * Relation ™ was published

i London where we are assured, by a note,

“that all American works prior to 1640 were

published, unless otherwise specitied.” Inthe

same year, under “* British Literature,” it ix

noted that Sackville died, Milton was born,

}?ezmmont’s ( 7 and Fletcher) I’l\i‘last‘er (acted),

:‘l.lznkespem'e’s King Lear, Coriolanus, and

Fimong of Athens were probably written by

this time. In the Historical columm it s

noted that Quebee was  fonnded.  The first

publication of the press of the United States
llej'c mentioned is the ** Freeman's Oath™ by

William Picrce in 1639, and the tirst English

book printed in the comtry was **The Bay

Psalm Book,” being the whole book of Psalins,

fnit,hfnlly translated into Knglish metre by

Richard Mather, John Eliot and others. 1640,

!"m‘ the sume year is recorded, under Biograph-

ical dates, the birth of Samuel Willard; under

British Literature, the deaths of Burton,

Ford and Massinger and the birth of Wycher-

ley ; under Foreign Literature, mention is

made of the death of Rubens, and Covneille’s

Polyeucte, while history refers us to the estab-

lishment of the long parliament and its con-

tinuance to 1660,

. We have no hesitation in saying this book

1s invaluable and should have a place in the

lilvary of everyone to whom literature is not
only a name but a reality.

Toronto .
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COSTUME OF COLONIAL TIMES. By
Alice Morse Karl. New York: Char-
les Seribner’s Sons, Toronto : Willlam
Briggs., 1804, s1.25,

C Mrs. Barl's caveful and diligent research
Into the habits, customs of our colonial fore-
fathers has resulted in giving her views and
(_)1)iuinns on such subjects the weight of zmtho_r-
ity. The favorable impression expressed in
our review of her former work on ¢The Cus-
toms and Fashions of New Kngland” seemed
to be generally expressed in the notices wh}ch
appeared of that volume., Mus. ISarl has fol-
lowed a similar vein with like success and we
are now favored with the above named com-
panion volume. We can well understand the
pleasurewith which our authoress has prosecut-
ed her search into the vecords of the pastamong
the hundreds of old letters, wills, inventories
of estates, conrt records and newspapers. As
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she says In her © Foreword—¢The advertise-
ments contained in old newspapers have had
for me a special charm,the same  indescribable
and inexplicable fascination that held Haw-
thorne an eager reader and made him  spend
hours pouring over the dusty tiles.” 42 of the
264 pages of the book are occupied by a ‘¢ His-
tory of Colonial Dress”--which contains much
guaint, curious and interesting information,
We find that ** A little girl four years of age
in kid mitts, u stiffened coat, with packthread
stays, a tucker, ruttles, bib, apron, mnecklace,
and a fan, was indeed o typical example of the
fashionable follies of the day,” aml we are told
that *“Washington throughont his life never
let affairs of state or war crowd oat his love
for fitting and rich attire ; and in every order
to England, the instructions to secure the lat-
est modes, the reigning fashion, were stren-
wously dwelt upon.  Other Revolutionary her-
oes were equally vain, and vied with judges,
doctors, and merchants, in rich and cavefully
studied attire.” The remainder of the volume
is taken up with an alphabetical and  deserip-
tive glossory from ** Alamode. A plain soft
glossy silk much like lustring o our modern
surah silk,but more loosely woven ™ to = Wig,”
We are told that ** Wigs were termed by one
anthor artificial deformed Maypowles fit to
furnish her that in a stage play should repre-
sent some Hagge of Hell™; by another ¢ Horrid
Bushes of Vanity.”” It is indeed curions to
read the long list of names of the different
varicties of wigs of those carly days, “Wigs,”
savs owr authoress, “were of varied shapes.
They swelled at the sides, and turned under in
g at rolls, and rose in many pulls, and hung
in braids or curls or clubbed tails, and  then
shrank to a small close tie-wig that  vanished
at Revolutionary times in powdered  natural
hair and a quene of ribbon, w bag, or an cel-
skin,” We are again informed  that < All
classes wore wigs.  Many a runaway slave
is described as wearing off o white  horsehair
wigg’ o flaxen nagural wigyg ova full ~goat-
skin wigg.” A soldier deserter in 1707 wore
oft a ¢ vellowish periwig,” and as a specially
absurd instance of servile imitation, I vead in
the Massachusetts Gozette,of July 1L 1774, of
a negro * who wore off a clu"l ()f hair tied on a
string around his head to imitate a sc ratch
wig.” Just picture that woolly pate with its
dangling eurl 7 )

This book cannot fail to he of signal  ser-
vice to artists, actors, writers of fiction and
all who seck for any present purpose to re-
vive the quaint aml vanished costume of  col-
onial times.

A HISTORY OF ROME TO THE BATTLE
ACTIUM. By Evelyn Shirley Shuck-
g, M.A. New York and London:
Macmillan & Co,  Toronto: William-

son and Co. 1804, $2.00,

There has been no paueity of Roman His-
tories in English Literature.  Whether we ve-
aard the vise and growth of the renowned city
zt?rom & martial standpoint, and tbe far reach-
ing bounds of its enipive ; or cf‘m:suler the be-
and ultimate spread of its polity and

ginning ) 1
the gradual development of its laws and in-
stitutions. Numerous historians from time to

time have contributed to our knowledge of
this most interesting subject. Mr. Shuck-
burg well says in the preface to the ahove vol-
amer ¢ Human nature is the same now as it wis
two thousand years ago ; hut human kuowledye
is not the same.”  The ol(lhhisttn'l‘unl mgt}uul
of writing mainly the praises of ambitious
kings and vietorious generals has wisely been
displaced by a consideration tl_\e rgum'ds of the
people, thedevelopment ()f_lllSt*ltlltl()lls, the pro-
aress of literature, art, science and Ll_n: spread
of civilization, enlightenment and  industry.
As no history of so” warlike w people as the
Romans could, however, ignove Lhc!r dominant
trait  this volume does not th.s‘regzu-q it
but in it a just discrimination is exercised,
The hest traditions of the nm]cl'n mﬂthm} are
here exemplified and within his atlotted limits
AMr. Shuckburgh has given us a volume of
which he has just veason to be proud. His
former .excellent translation of -Polybius no
Jdoubt influenced him, and may have led him
to fare further atield on his own account.
Though it would be quite evident to the his.
torical student that the author had read wide-
ly and well, hoth ancient and modern authori-
ties, despite his acknowledgments in the pre-
face, it is also as muech in evidence that he has
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cavefully considered debatable points  and
arrived at his own conclusions,  There is to he
found in this work clearness of statemoent,
charm, yet simplicity of style, and due propor-
tion of the various subjects which demand his-
torical treatmment. 1t would he dithicult indeed
to find & Roman history that, within the same
limits, would afford to the student or general
reader 800 pages of fine print so well and satis-
factorily filled. The contents, maps, plans,
notes, index ad mechanical features leave
nothing to he desired, hut much to he thank-
ful for. Mr. Shuckburgh has fairly won his
spurs in the fiehl of historieal literature.
THE MAKING OF THE OHIO VALLEY
NTATE, 1660-1837. By Samuel Adwns

Drake.  New York: Charles Seribner's
Sons.  Toronto: William Briggs. 1804,

=150,

In this bright and readable volume. My
Drake applies the historieal method, with
which the readers of his previous books are
familiar, to the States of the Ohio Valley.
Dividing hix subjects into three cpochs ; The
Conguest of the West 3 The advance into the
West ; and Progress he secks informally vt
graphically to excite iuterest and tix attention
on its salient featin By anecdote, quota-
tion and abundant illustration his short pithy
chapters, with theiv taking titles and useful
footnotes, lead the rveader lightly on  from
period to period till the tale is told., The
effect produced is vather that of o hook of
anecdote and adventure than of sober and ser-
ious history. But there isalarge store of fuct
conveyed in his pleasant pages and  thouul
faney may at times have play, the volume will
be found in its way an interesting contrib-
tion to United States history. ’

P MATINICT AND OTHER MONO-
TONES. By George Wharton Edwarids,
New York

IO S1.25,

The Century Company.

What we some time ago said of Mre, Kdward's
¢ Thumb Nail Rketches” will equally apply to
this beautiful specimen of the engraver wwil
printer’s art.  Our artist author has been visit-
ing the coast of the *¢ Bluenose ™ peninsula and
what a woman would call this ““sweet little
book™ 1s the result.  There are nine literary
and many more artistic sketches comprised in
its 140 dainty little pages. We should say
that two of the stories < OLl Grimes' Master-
piece” and A Disturber of the Faith ™ have
not a Nova Scotian beaving, < P'tit Matinje”
further evidences M. Edward’s lightness and
deftmess of touch, whether with pen or pencil ;
his keenness of observation and }uithfulncss of
portraiture ; and the pathetic as well as hum-
orous interest with which he invests his char-
acters.  This tiny 34x3 inch volune is one of
the prettiest specimens of the hookmakers art,
which it has heen onr good fortune to see and
handle.

*
* *
Periodicals,

Dr, Conan Doyle's © Stark Munro Letters”
reach the 4th chapter in the current nwmher
of The Idler.  (tilbert Parker, Anthony Hope,
W. L. Alden and other bright writets join in
making this a capital number of the jovial

Idler,

A pleasing  portrait of the poetess, Louise
Lmogen  Guiney, accompanies the Chap  Book
for November 1dth.  Bliss Carman confributes
a graceful appreciation of Miss (luiney’s verse,
Hamlin Garland begins a serial story entitled
“The Land of the Straddlebug.”™  Nathan
Haskell Dole has o serio-comic poem  called
“ Larks and Nightingales.”

Kenna Oishi, A M., PhoD. gives us his
view a3 to the causes which led to the war in
the East in the November drena.  The Rev.
W. H. Savage discusses the veligion of Kmer.
son.  Miss Catherine H. Npence, the inde-
fatigable advocate of cffective voting, has o
strong plea in support of her favourite topic.
Many other papers on a variety of subjects
will be found in this number of The drenn.

¢ Reasonable Railway Rates ™ is the title
of a paper in the November number of the An-
nals of the Ameérican Academy of Political and



