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inconsistency with the agreement entered into by its ownl

delegates at the Berlin Conference, opposed-aifords a

gaod illustration of the direction and strength of tbe j

various influences wich are at work on bolhaîf of reform in

labour legislation. To the indirect teachinga of the work-

ing muen themsolves it is mainly due that such matters,

involving life-long interests of tbousands of womon and

children, are no longer ef t to the merciless operation of the

laws of supply and demand. The cruel fetiches, se long

worshipped as beneficent agencies, according to the gospel

of the old political-oconomists, are being displaced by other

forces which have at least some admixtare of a morality

and mercy not begotten of pure selfishness in their com-

position, and in whose operations there is, consequently,

some rooma for the play of the sense of fairness and the

sympatby which are the outcome of a prattical recog-

nition of the dlaims of human brotberbood. Under such

new influences it is that a majority of the members of the

British Parliament have decreed that tho children of the

poorest factory operatives shaîl have at east one year

more than hitherto in whicb to grow, and free schoola in

which to make the rnost of the brief respite for them-

selves and for the community.

C OMING nearer bomne, no reasonable person will, we

Sthink, deny that tbe Ti-ades and Labour Couneil of

this city bas for some years past exercised a considerable

and in many respects a salutary influence upon commercial

and industrial legislation, botb in Ontario and at Ottawa.

Cbeerfully granting se mucb, we can but express our

regret that this Counil, and, indeed, the Industrial

Societies generally, sbould bave taken a position of deter-

mined bostility to every arrangement for the employment

of convicts in the prisons and penitentiaries. Making al

due allowanco for tbe case of those who mav find thoir

own occupations interfered with by the produets of prison-

labour, we yet muit think that the policy, one of wbose

logical results could not fail to ho the moral deterioration

of every convicted criminal while in the jail, instead of

his moral improvement, is a sbort-sigbted and mistaken

one even for the artisans, to say notbing of society in

general. We grant that the work and training of con-

victs should ,be so directed that the produets of their

labour may interfere as little as possible witb those of

bonest industry. Still, as was pointcd out during the

discussion the other day at Ottawa, it is impossible ta

give prisonors any employmient wbatover tbat will at al

serve the great moral ends in view, witbout hringing

them more or less into competition with bonest industry.

But surely the intelligent men wbo lead the deliberations

of the Trades and Libour Concil cannot wish to sec men

who have been found guilty of crimes of greater or less

magnitude, kept in perpetual idleness and supported by the

taxes to wbich every honest labourer is a contributor.

The labour unions argue, not witbout plausibility, tbat it

is unfair that the criminal sbould be taugbt a trade at the

expense of the State, wbile the bonest labourer is com-

pelled to pay for bis own instruction and for that of bis

cildren. But would it not be a still greater hardsbip to

enant that the criminal shall ho supported at the public

expense in idleness, wile the bonest man is obliged ta,

toil or starve. The same principle on wbicb the compul-

sory self-support of the convict wbile in prison is con-

dennd, migbt ho sapplied viith equal force to prove that

it is an advantage to the labouring men that the largest

possible number of their competitors sbould become rm

inaIs and jail birds. t is demonstrable that every work-

ingmuan in the country, with the exception of the fow who

may sufer from the prison-labour competition, is the

gainer by the productive industry of the prison inmates.

Tho question as to the best mode of utilizing the products

of convict labour, se as ta produce the lea8t passible dis-

turbance in the outer world of bonest industry, is a very

difficult one. It is probable, thougb wo douht if it is

quito certain, that the jails and penitentiaries should net

ho permitted to undersoîl the output of the factories. It

is quite possible that the metbod now used in connection

witb the Dorchester Penitentiary, of turning over aIl the

woodenware manufactured in the prison to a Company,

thus perfecting its monopoly, is indefensible. It would

not do for the prisons them)selves to ho given a monopoly

of any particular branch of manufacture, for that wouid

mean no employment for tbe convict when his týrm bas

expired, in the lino of work for which be bas been fltted

The trade ho bas heen taught would thus ho rendered use-

lems, and he tbrown back belpless upon society. This

would almost certainly peve týbo'way forjbis return ing
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majority of cases to prison, after few or many day8, a

confirmed, double-dyed criminal. These consideratiors

serve but to mako clearer the difficulties which beset the

question. The point upon wbicb ahl thoughtful men must,

it seemis to us, agree, is that those wbo, by their crimes,

compel society to deprive them of their liberty, must, in

their turn, be compelled to work for their own support,

and with a viow to their own reformation. Thore is much

to ho said, especially in view of the tendency to abandon

the farm and country life in these days for other pursuits,

in favour of some system being adopted by means of which

many convicts shal h set at work botb in improving and

tilling the soil, and in the construction of great public

works. But these are aIl questions of detail, in regard to

wbich, it see'ms to us, sncb organizations as the Trades and

Labour Council sbould ho of great service to the (iovern-

ment and Parliament,instead of a more obstructive force.

T 1-ERF, sems noreason to doubt thatthe zolvereifl

Europe, and that a free-trade arrangement is likely to be

consumrnated at an early day botweon' Germany, Austria

and at least two of the smaller neîghbouring nations.

Takcn in connection with the similar movement inaugu-

rated by Mr. Blaine as between the United States and the

srnaller Anierican Republics, this commercial phenomenon

is worthy of study. May it nat fairly l>e taken to indi-

cate that there is, after ail, a general tendency to reaction

against the bigb-tariff system, wben somo of the nations

on botb continents wbicb bave been most noted for their

protectionist proclivities are thus returning to free trade

by roundabout routes ?i There is, it is true, a radical

difference in the postulates witb wbich tbey set ont fromn

those of the gonuino British free trader. The commer-

cial-union idea is based upon the tbeory that the trade of

a people is a national perquisite of value, and is to ho

surrendered only for an equivalent. The genuine free

trader, on the other band, regards the rigbt to boy in the

the cbeapest and soul in the dearost market as an inherent

rigbt of the citizen of a free country. Ho furtber holds

that the privilege of buying to the hest advantage is just

as valuable as the privilege of selling ta the best advan-

tage, and that the fact that a neighbouring country fines

its citizens for huying bis goods is no reason why ho or

bis fellow citizens should ho denied the right of buying

wbat those neigbbours bave ta sou, if it is ta their advan-

tage to do so. In other words, a penny saved hy huying

cbeaply is just as good as a penny earned by increasing

the produnts of one's own toil. Wbich is the sounder

theory we will not stay tao nquire. Extremes meot. It

is ovident that the commercial-union idea bas only to ho

extended far enougb to become identical in its effects

with the froe-trade idea. Even in its most restricted

form it is an indirect tribute ta -the monits of that idea.

And there is every reason ta hope that once the restrictionist

nations begin ta realize the advantage they derive fromn

trading freely with their noxt door neighbours, tboy will

not fail ta draw the logical inference and extend the

sphero of their commercial freedom. As a matter of fact,

in the Iast analysis, ail are alike free traders. The only

diflèrence is in the area of the spheres witbin which the

freedoîn is exercised.

HOUGH thepresent visit is the third mde bythe

ail the circumstances seem ta indicate that it bas a politi-

cal significance whicb was alinost wholly wanting on the

former occasions. The pageant is unique for the British

Government, and the fact that the people bave so far

caughit the entbusiasm of the Government is a pretty dlean

iindication that they, at Ieast, believe that there is some-

.thing in the event of greater moment than more interna-

r tion&l courtesy, or a friondly reception of relatives of the

3 Royal Family. The cabled extract from the 81'andard is

bambiguous, tbough it is probable that its statemout that

L it can ho only of advantage to the peace of the world that

1 it should ho known that any conspiracy againat the stabil-

9 ity of the existing European systema would ho met by the

)union of Englands naval and Germanys military strength

1 will ho found ta ho hypothetical. t may, howover, be

F none the less inspired, with a view ta add definiteness to

i the test of British pepular feeling whicb tbe Emperor's

s visit as Il the guest of the nation " may ho designed to fur-

1 nisb. As a guarantee of peace-if, indeed, such guarantee

must be sought in a display of overwhelming strongtb far

8 war-notbing could ho more effective than the addition of

R te treinendous naval force, reprpgented by the magnificont
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array of sea-monsters which greeted the Kaiser's arrivai the

other day, to the armaments, military and naval, already

included in the Dreibund. Notbingy is more natural ta

that Germany and England should Mbe frienlds and allies,

especially since France does not seemi in a mýood î
frh-ridly with anvone., txcept possibly the Czar. 15oe

understanding, with Germany would renderth ris

Empire secure both against Russia on the lndian frontier

and against France in Egypt, so long as that undersn

ing lasted. On the other band, if the FirenCh tll con'

tem plate the supreme folly of anotherattaCk upOnl Gernaiy

the knowledge that Great Britain would corme fton ) i

of that mighty nation would change the attemlPt f~1

folly to a madness so transparent that even the brave )U

impetuous Frenchman could net fail toe50si." O t1

whole it seems altogether lilrely that the near future Wl

find not three but four of thegetntoO rp

boun toethr i analliance to preserve pOe aCO Of

Europe-an alliance so overwhelmingly pOWýOf1tn o

evnteNortbern Bear ad France c erf.d uldha o

to attempt resistance. An offensive and efensi ,e ai

ance of four great nations armed to the teeth BOOMIà1 .~

strange and terribly costly arrangement for the preser%5

tion of peace, but is vastly botter than a great 1roPe.a'n
war. It migbt eventually, ton, lead to a gyenera

withut tbrll f fr unapCI I eU(ýU

of armaments. One can hardly contemplate ReaW 8
wihot tril fsympathy fruhpyFrances

last hope o revenge would thus be utterly quenc

long as the alliance lasted.

NE of the wisest of modernpilnhrpesociettO

which wIŽ have any k hlg athfoic i hi

city the other day wben theohledge was d Society i

organized. From whatever point of vie" it niaite

regarded there is no work better worth doitlg a &t

which the gentlemen and ladies forming thi s OC'ety

about to undertake. As Mr. W. H. flowlansteCar

man, explained, the object is te have a stron tte hirt
couterctasf ar as it may ho able, the evil5,arie

of the indifference of parents and al ether causes W 0c

lead to the presence in the city of large nufi Or$ Of

neglected children, growing up without pnte roC "n

training in any respect. There is manifestlY a li

noble work for such a society to do, witbout Coin 0, societi.
or interference with the work of any existing .ded for

sec that adequate sehool accommodation i5 .0100*

the children of the pooetclasses, ta establisb a" lht

schools in which the waifs may ho gathered an aIll'

under the training and influence of W0m hiere

qualified for such a work, to open bouses of refU 0 e

childron who have fallen into the bands of the poîiCid

be taken in and at least temporarily cared or, teO i

industrial homes where every homeless or aba ne 1

may be trained forfurego citizensh1P bouîd
kindred works for the rescue of the little on the fr
as we have of ton taken occasion ta argues a on- Ctitrs
fruits of sound political economy, as well as of wortbC

benevolence. Every poor waif thus saved fron îedi

ness, not to say f romn vice or crime, and mars al ano

the ranks of the honest and industriau5, tP adStI on

only a fellow-being rescued from MiSery and dg aio

but, in vr aycss ietsaving to the. t$0dd'

many times the whole sum expended, and a difisti ti1*

tienn'ta the economical and moral forces Of the Co 0 .

Those who are taking the lead in this .00dW ahrlr e

sympathy and practical holp in abundatice f rani rej

of their fellow-citizens. If a similar society were i t.b

and efficiently managed in every citY and tOwn ro

geerti the 'ec

ment in the average social and moral statug 0 the o0bJ b
of whicb. only those wbo have given thotight t o r'reac

and grasped the full meaning of this simple btf

ing agency can adequately conceive.

JF i s true that a great book, as is sal-i, '9 ok

it should ho true that a great out-put ofon

eulyan evil. If se, weare cra Yfalleri 1effi 1
equ.lyaca '1

days. Knowledge, which was once confinod 11 ch'

3 and conventual reservoirs, or flowed onlY 1 &Wrr~aand il ,lis
1nels, now spreads over the face of the land, . bhlOg

9 it becomes shallower as it spreads. It is asta o ey

0 little wisdom in their teachers will satisfYte ot li t
8 learn. And the way these try ta, learn is flb

still. The rudiments of a system it doos n t O dio5 j

e to ho necessary to master. Tochnalagicaî cyc'OP the

r trade recipes talce the place of aprni

,f book and the manual replaee the primer ant~j

t hi@4ories arp iow storioe, Sucli Ab diet i

t
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