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ONLY knew one Nihilist in my life, and this was tl
wa tcame about. I was leaning over the parsonag

gate and enjoying the long twilight of a Canadian sumn(
evening, watching the stars more than the few peopleo

ii the long maple-bordered street, when a littie man, wit
very square shoulders, a big head and ne neck, stumbie
up and askckd me in French if the pastor was at hon(
H1e had cvidently been drinking, and was reughly dresse(
H1e couid flot be called respectable, but I bepgan talkin
with him. The proprieties neyer had a very streug ho]
on me, and some sc;amips drunk are miuch more interestin
than any number of the emiuently respectable quite sobeiBesides, it was strange to hear Frenchi three hundr<,
miles away frein the nearest French settiement. My firs
thouglit was that 1 had te do witli some Frencli-Canadia:Was hie froni Bas-Canada ? No. From old France, thenNe, and impressive shakings of the liead. Where thert']Iussia. Then you are a Nihilist? 'i uedy1 pretended tlbe much frightaned, and asked if h,
carried dynamite about with him. Ivan was much amuse
at this, and tried te convey the impression that hie alwayj
carried at least oe bomb with him, much as ordinarxpeople de a watch. is interest in the paster had vanishecewhen hae was not at home, and went on te other matterslie tried te make me understand that hie was an honei
fellow. "lJe travaille peur ma nourriture," hie repeatec
over and oer again, with a strange intonation andi
pleasant 8mile. Then hoe teld me more about himeîflie ad only been in the village a month ; a:::b::n ::1::for the tavern-keeper ever sinca, and new, becausa hie haè
taken a couple of glasses of heer, he had bean turned ef

with him. 1 tried to find eut more about iRussia, butri 41 even drunk, Ivan was tee cunning te talk feelishly, and
by-and-hy, after telling hinm where te go, lie bade meI flgood-night very politely, and wandered uncertainly up the~ j .street.

A few niglits afterwards, as I was strelling home,1
ran across Ivan again. H1e was sober thjs time, and
remembered nie; the niglit was fine, and we went fera
walk together. 11e was quita happy at having get emi
pleynient as maW-f.al[work at Kuckenperger's, and was
raady te talk. We discovered mutually that we were netbad faliows, and be seon bacame cenfidantial. After this
1 saw him of tan, and that moonliglit walk' was enly thefirst of nîany. 11e was flot a Russian, but a Poe, the
son of a country pa8tor near Warsaw ; lie had served ir
the army as a courier and bearer of despatches ; h4id been
at Constantinople when the treaty of San Stefano was
made ; thon for some time hie hied been attached te, the
Government offices in St. Petersburg; and finally, afterapending two years in Paris as agent for his uncle, lie liad
come te Canada.

Ile really was a Nihilist, a stray fragment of wreck
drifted into this quiet, remete crack, telling of the world-
stormi eutside. Hie had been secretary te a brandi in the
capital, and had narrewly escaped arrest and Siberia. H1e
would talk willîngly about La Compagnie, as hie loved te
cali it, but when once or twice I tried te get soe particu-
lars eut of him lie put me off with a sharp look, a laugli or
an evasive answer. 11e gleried ini his connectien with
Nihilism, adspoke with the unostconfidene ofthe
walking together ; hie was talking about a friend of his in
Russia, and I happened te ask where hie was now. Ivan
stepped short, faced round, caught his throat between lis
finger and thumb with a peculiar twist, and said, dryly:
"Ils l'ont pendu." Then hie sketched a vivid picture of

the executien; how lie was tbere in the crowd, and many
brothars of "The Company" how calmly his friand
addressed. themn ail, exhorting them. te be true te the
cause, and Iow bravely lie died. i wife was lianged at
tie samne time.

Nething could equal Jvan's contempt for the Ruesiane,
tiair stupîdity, their drunkennase and the veniality of
their officiais. H1e transacted ail his superior's business,
becausa lie was usually tee, drunk te do it himself, and
always came down te the office very late. In this way
Ivan get a hold on him that afterwards steed him in goods tead. When the capital get tee lot te hold him lie made
up his mind te escape ; tha enly difficulty was te obtain apasspert. Hie chief had a number in his kaaping, but tIe
risk of helping a suspect was very great. StilI, for a
heavy bribe, hie ]et Ivan have oe, on condition of return-

* ing it in a latter as seen as hie crossed tlie frentier. The
Russian ladies came in for a shara of Ivan's contempt,
and lie seemed te have good grounds for it front certain
parenal axperiences. Though ail lis wanderings, intrigues
and misfortunes lie was constant te one thing-his country,
Poland ; hae believed in lier, leved lier, hoped for lier
future. It was but a question of time till she threw off
tie foreign yoke and took lier place once more among the
nations of Europe. Hie ceuntrywemen were the nîost

k' beautiful, and lis country the best te live in, in the world.
j~-On one of our beautiful aultumnfdaysbright and blue,

samne sky," said Ivan, "lail over the world."
Sometimes lie talkad of his liandsome old father, with

his grey liair and flond face, and lis sisters. H1e hadI,, quarralled witli hie famiiy, and neyer expected te sec tliemagain. Ha wae very clever and talked well ; had read agirat daà), -A -a mate of seea -a-ag -- ekne
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rata ; and I have heard him regret the books hef t behind
in that far-away Poliah parsonage. Ha was a marry comn-

le panien, ful of good spirite and geed nature in spitaeof the
iga buffatinge of fate. 1 couhd aasily believe lis stonies of
er boyisl tricks on lis teaclers and lis statament, IlJ'étais

on toujours un grand farceur." For the reet, lic was a cana-it lees, practical philosopher, witli a superli contempt for
cd appearances, living froni hand te meutli, and caning netle. for the tlings of the merrow. Ha lad bean breuglit up a
d. Lutharan, but was very libaral in hie religieus opinions;
rig beliefs lha lad none, axcapt in Poland and La Compagnie.
)Id IlI have read that Frencliman, Voltaire," lie said once,
ng "and Puscbkin, and ahl religions are much the camae te
g. me. I go te the Salivation Army meeting and the Roman
ed Catlielic churdli: tIare is oe God. " And once hae slowed
et me reverently the pictura of a yeung girl in lier confirmation
In. drees and veil.
ril? After tlat cumamer I lest siglit of lin, and I cannot
a 1 say wlat bacamaeof him. Ha was geing back te Poland

and La Compagnie and hic conepiracies as scon as hae could.
i Yeu peer Ivan ! penhape you are in Siberia, or throwing
d bombs, or languishing in durance as 1 write. People willys net appraciata yeu as 1 dîd,.and soe time or othar you
y certainly wili ha hanged. Any way, yen were thoreughly
d bon enfant and bon camerade, as yeu weuhd say yeurksalf,
8. and 1 am heartily sorry that 1 shall neyer set eyas on your
st flat, lioneet face again. ARCIIIBALD MACMECHAN.
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Ld 13ENFATH this trac wliat pleasures have 1 knewn,Tic while its leaves toy'd with thc summer breaze,
,d Sweat odeurs bearing from thae rchard trae
t That show their tops aboya yen wali of atone!
ýd Here tîrougl the long heurs hava 1 mused alone
le In day-forgqtting dreainful revenies,
ae Or, by semle peet's potent imag'nies

Transportad te a tima and place unknewn,
Have with tIc Moor in fiary passion moved

d And fait the franzy of hie tortur'd brain;
a Have leard swcat Juliet cal te ber beloved;
- Have specuiatad witli the mystic Dana,

Or in the magie I"Gracian Urn " approved
IL Tic glameur of Keat's ehadew-pictur'd train.2

J. H. BRtOWN. t

eTHE COLONIES AND THE PREROGATIVE.

i r[1HAT thie Constitution undar whicb tha British Empirea
8 r is now subsisting is already faderai is a fact tînt iscBrendened lees obvieus by semae variations frein the cuetoin-

rary faderai typa. TIare is ne othar known federation
1which doas net raserve a censidarable number of lagilative

powers te a central Faderai Governinant. Our Imparial
rFederatien resarves nente. Thc lagisîntive independencaeofv

tic separate states or nations cempesing tic Empire is coin-
plate. (This is the principha ; tic few inconsistant excep-
tions-copyright, for instance-cannot long ramain in thair0
presant position.) TIc ruhe is becoming yennly more
solidly sttled tint in ahi nattera of local lagilation the t]C rown acte solely by the advice of ite local ininieters, and fiwith tic consent of 'its local Parliament. AIl int1ernai t
lagilativa autbority being se compieteiy vestad in thc Prepresantativa Assemblies of tic constituent nations theiccontrast appears ail the more nanked when we turn toe emanner of ekercising executive autliorities whicl in other tlfederatienB arc corumitted te a cemmon central represen- la
tative body. Tlese are tic great powers of State whidliwritars of tIe ast century confidantly ascribe te the Royal lipraregative. Tic constitution ef final courts of appeal,w
tIecocnduct of foeign relations, treatie and diplonacy, beand tiecodenmand in war wera al eiginaliy part of the B
royal preregative, and in tic United States lave hecome li
the praregative of tIc President and lis Cabinet. A bi
faderai council wouhd sean te lie tic natural hein of tiec cpreregative. But under tIc British systea, se fan, thasa sepraregatives, alhlougi yielded by the Sovereign, hava net viyet pnssed into thc lande of raprasentatives of tic whiole
people. Mattars of pence and war, international treaties, c'tie appeintinant of ambaseadors and the dontitutien of is
tic final court of appeai ara, in appeanance at ieast, con-
trolled exdlusivahy by the Council dliosen liy Han Majasty's AiAubjects in Greant Bitain and Ireland. StTIe immediata question, it appears te ne, is low te cIcgive n definite diplomatic expression te tiat actual unity sir
wlich existe throughout tha empire, feunded on tIc neimodern constitutionai relations 1 lave sketcied...eudh an exexpreeion that would almeet ef itsecf imphy the remeval etlof tiosa soewhat galing inconsistencias tint remain. ThThat sudh inconeistencies exiet in thc Impenial erganiza aitien, nothing more clearly illuetratas than thecdorrespond- Benca batwaen tic Britishi Minieter at Washington and thc vaiUnited States Secrctary of Stata, in 1870, in connectien viswitli thc fisiery clauses of the Treaty of Washington. Sir is

Edward Tliornton on tic 26th of Auguet advised Sacrctary PclFiel that "neasttcenatters wliidh ara te li cocnsiderad by unithe Coinmissioners deaply cencern tIc people of Canada, Geit wns necassary te coneuit the Government of thc Demai' sidcnien upen a peint ef se nucli importance as the appoint- E,îiment of a tlird Cenimissioner." Mn. Fieli proetetd
againet this course. "TIc raferenca," hae rcplied, "'in lenyoun note te tic peophe and thc Dominion of Canada Wlseens te imply a practicah transfer te that Province of thc attight of nomination whicl the Trcaty gives te fier per,Majasty?" TIc British Government, le protestcd, lad ne Aiightte0 dlegat'e ite powers under thie Treaty te "an Sou
intereted party." .4. onultation by lier Mai esty with ixas
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liher Canadian Privy Ceuncil Mr. Fisi comparcd ratier
suparciliousîy te a consultation by the President of "lsoe
local interest-that of the fishermen at Gleucester, for
instance." In a like spirit the acte of tlie Canadian Par-
liament relating te the samne subject present themeelves te
foreign writers as entirely ultra vires. IlLacking the
power te centract a treaty," argues ene writer of censid-
erable intelligence and scholarship, and free from any biais
of locality (Mr. Elliott, Minneapolis University: TIhe United
States and thte Nortltern Fishieries, page 129), " thea daim
of riglit te construe oe contracted between the Soveraign
and a foreign nation is preposterous. As well miglit
Massachusettse daim the riglit te open independent nege-
tiations with the Court of St. James as Canada witli the
United Statas. Both lack the essential elemant-sove.
reignty."

Wlien we consider with how large and important aproportion of tha globe Canada is cennected by virtue of
hier cennection witli the Empire, requiring ne diplomatic
relations, we can unclerstand why the Dominion lias hitherto
found se little cause of complaint in its exclusion frein
direct officiai correspondance with fereign nations. It is

enynow, sinca tha completion of the Canada Pacific
1iilway has given Canada a port upon the Pacific, that theful extent and importance of this internai freedom baime

te display itelf. The completa Imperial Zollverein, of
which Impenial Faderationiste dream, is an extremely dis-
tant, unnecessary, and perliape undesirable, censummatien.
TIare is an inertia in the vast trada intereets of Great
Britain tee grat te ba overcoe. But niuch may be
accomplished short of a univarsal Zollverein. Thera is,
fer instance, ne inconsiseancy of commercial principlas te
pravent Canada and Australia entaring into a convention
favouringa the exchiange of thair respective producte and
manufactures. lit a convention for that purpose between
the Governments of thosa colonies, Great Britain miglit
dlaim a voice, but she would hava ne constitutional riglit te
impose a veto upon the arrangement. In this pessibility
Canadian .'nterprise may yet find ample consolation for tie
difficultias whiclhabr duties, as a part of tie Empire,
threw in thc way of doser connections with the United
States:- aven parliape witî the South American States.
In many respects the United States and Canada are coin-
petitors, For the trade of Southi Amenica tliey would lie
rivale. The undivided trade of Australia wotuld be more
than equivalant te that of South America.

Foreign relations, under eur form of Federal Govern-
ment, may long be a brandi of goerninent of the utineet
complexity. While nations fori a Union a part cannet
act, axcept in concert with the whole, because tlie action
of a part may affect tic whole.

In eacl of a long series of questions and relations the
mothar country, with her wide spread commerce, must
naturally ha intarerted and dlaim a voice more or lese potent.
Net enly freim lier prependerance in population and
wealth, but frein lier geegraphical relations Great Britain
ie the cemmen centre ef a greatar cemplexity of interna-
tional connections than is iikaly te ha tic case with any
othar of the Imperial nations for a long tinie te cerne.

A censtitutional systein te be suitabia for dealing with
bhese internaI, as well as witli foeign relations, raquires
be lia possessad of an elastic adaptability correeponding te
tlair variad aspects and thair liability te take many unex-
pected turne. But for this our fortunate Constitution
is cxpressly and admirabhy adapted. It will be tine
eugli for the Colonies te daclare tiat tiey muet make

ticir treatias sevarally, as independant Powers, wien tiey
no longer find it possible te make thein jeintly.

Taking a hint from legal practice, Great Britain migit
îold wliat is calied a watching lirief wile a conferenca
was being carriael on in relation te a commercial treatyaetween two or more of the Colonies ameong theinselves.
3ut thc colonies would expect te be made conversant in
lika manner witli any future commercial negotiatione
between Great Britain and any European or Aeiatic
ountry, lest by soe ilI censiderad clause tic unrepre.
antad colony might unintentienally ha put at a dýsad-
antage.

But for treaty-malcing, as for etliar purposas, tlie
sntralized faderation wbiclai suitabla te tic United States
[ unsuitabla te the Britisli Empira.

Soe Impanial Fedarationiste ask, If Canada frein tie
Atlantic te tIc Pacific can ferm a confadaratien ; if tic
tatas te tlie soutli of tic Dominion can maintain a
.osely-knit FaderaI Union,' wly ara wa te deepair of
milarly censeiidating our Imperial Union? For the
mason that aven tha United States, enermous and widcly
,tended as they are, arc net only contigueus toecd
,er, but may ha describad as lying witliin a ring fence.
Lie commercial intareste of oe State at the Southi miglit
,pear te differ from tiose of an axtrame Northern State.
ýut thesa extrema mambers are unitad by ethers: the
,ariations mun gradually tîrougli the mass and neyer
isibiy confront ecd othan acrees a border line. Divcrsity
jnet, tiarefore, found inconsistant witli uniformity of.licy. While their internai relations are cemparativeîy
nited, their foreign relations are absolutely united.iographically compact, thay present oe face to thceout-
,da world. It is quita otherwisa witl tlie nations of our
ompine.

They compose a chain of States extending tîreugli two
iipleras and sunderad froeincd othar by Oceans.

hle tlie relations whicli meet intimataîy affect Canada are
the prasant tima tiose witi the Continent of America-
Drape in an early future with Japan-.the local relations of
.stralla are meest intimate witl f, reiga neiglibours in the

c-


