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filE QUEENS8 JUBILEE.

Notice to Canadian WVriters.

À paîzs of one 'hundred dollars will ba given for the best POEif on the Queen's Jubilae,
to ba cosnpeted for by Canadlian writers, under the following conditions: <1) The poaso
not to axceed one hundrlecl fines ; (2) Te be delivared at THE WEEs. oficee not later thani
May l8t next.f A sinflar prize of one hundred dollars will be given for the best OR'ATION on the Queenï
Jubilee to be cosupeted for siniilarly by Caniadian writers, under the following conditions:
(1) The oration flot to exceed three thousand words ; (2) To be delivered at THSE Wious
office nlot later than May ist next.

The riglit of pjublication, of both poesn and oration to be reserved to TISE WEEK.
The comnpeting poeins and orations inuit be-ar on theni a mnotto, and be accouîpaniedby a îsaled envelope inarked with tis niotto and the words QUEEN'S JUBILE PuIIZE Cois-

i'STITIoN, and eiickosinig the naine ani address of the writer.
'VHi WHica sill award the prizes and %vili be jîîdge of tlie fultihuient of the conditions.

THE State is in Ontario profcssedly and eveil ostentatiously secular
yet the Government, in its University U'ederation Bill, proposes to inter-
fere in an internai conceru of the churches in a nmaniner that savours of the
closest possible union of Churcli and State. As the one most directly con-
cerned, the Church of England has been the first to proteat against this
assumaption of the Government to prescribe for it the ternis upon which its
own clergy shall receive theological degrees, and to delegate this assumed
autlîority to another and equally pronoulnced. secular body-the Senate of
the University. But ail the churcheB niay be affected by this surprising
developinent of the theory of (ihurcli and State. Surely the Governaient
is going beyond its province in arranging for the granting of degrees in
Divînity without any application or anthority front the churches, and then
putting this dangerous power to lower the value of degrees in commission
to ircsponsible bodies. We commend to the notice of our readers the pro-
test of the Bishops and other anthorities of tise Church of England, published
in the Mkail of Tuesday, and trust it may be followed by equaliy plain and
vigorous action froni other religions bodies.

Bv their anti-Coercion resolutions, both the Dominion and Provincial
Legislatures commnit thenîselves to the principle that any one seif-governing
part of the Empire bas a right to interfere with the government of any
other part ; and they invite the British Parliament to remonstrate against
any' local bill pending at Ottawa or Toronto, whether it be a Scott
Act, or a University Federation Bill. And this they do, nlot in order
to give expression to the sentiment of the country or the Province on a
generai question airecting al], but as the mouthpiece of one nationality
only, to curry favour with whom they commit the whole country, of
every nationality, to a protest against the principle of Coercion of Crime.
Ail others thsan the one nationality so favonred, forming by far the greater

îmajority, are opposed to any sucli interference in the internai afl'airs of the
British Isles, with which they hold the British Parliament is quite coin-
petent to deai ; but this is disregarded, and the Legislatures of both
D)ominion and Province, speaking solely for a small portion of the people
whose votes the mem bers fear to estrange, have the audacity to address
this impertinence to an independent Parliament as the voice of the
Canadian people. It is nothing but the voice of the Irish voter in Canada,
and in nowise expresses the opinion of the country ; and we trust the
British Government, recognising this, wîll administer sucli a rebuif to the
meddlers as will not be forgotten.

THEu opening proceedings of the Dominion Parliament disclose that the
Uovernment are quite alive to the importance of maintaining Canadian rights
with a flrmn hand, if we are to obtain any fair settlement of our differences
,with the United States. The construction of a eanal on the Canadian side,

* at Sault Ste. Marie, is required to comlplote the independence of our lake
route; and therefore it is a work that ouglit to ha done irrespectively of a
possible closure to Canadians of the present canal. The canal will be but a
mile long, presenting no great engineering difficulties, and wili cost but a
million-a trille in comparison with the moral strength it will give the
country. The Canadian Governmient, it is satisfactory to learn, are kept,
not only fnhly informed, but consulted, with respect to the negotiations on
the Fishery question ; therefore we may hope that no settiement will be
mnade flagrantly inimical to the interests of Canada. The proposed Depart-

ment of Trade and Commerce may effeet much good. Trade and commerce
us a most important interest to most Canadians, and shouid be placed in
charge of an efficient Minister and Department.

b THE growing difficulty between the Dominion Government and Mani-
toba respecting Disallowance, may be bappily settled if the suggestion of
the Speech from. the Throne, delivered at the opening of the Manitoba
Legisiature, be adopted. The Speech asks for authority for an appeal ta
the Imperial Governnîent for relief, if the policy of Disailowance be per-
sisted in by the Dominion Government ; and this appears to be the only
probable means of relief in sight. The Dominion Government is bound
by the contract with the C. P. R. not to authorise the construction of any
railway south of that line, except such as shaîl mun sonth or to the
south-west; nor any to within tifteen miles of latitude 49. To obtain
relief froni this contu-act, failing concession by the C. P. R., a highier power
must intervene, which it would probably do in favour of the Province, in
view of the changed circunistances of both Province and railway.

THE uncertainty of the result of voting for Prohibition in Michigan i
at any rate a good arg-ument for local option. Whether Prohibition be
carried or lest the quebtion is decided by a majority or minority of only
some thousand or twvo in the whiole State. The State is divided into two
camps; ail the towns votitng by large niajorities against Prohibition ; aIl
the country parts by equaily large ma jorities for it. If local option
instead of Prohibition had been the question, the districts in favour of
Prohibition would have mjade thteir panacea a law to theniselves. But, no ;
they must also make it a law to everybody else ; and so they have probably
lost it altogether. And supposing they have carried it by a narrow majority,
can they expect to enforce it in tise towns, where its opponients are as ten
to one ? They had better have chosen local option ; letting each homo-
geneous district adopt the iaw that suits itself best. This wonld not be
perfection ; but it is nearer to what shonld be aimed at-that every indi-
vidual may be bis owîs Prohibitionist if lie likes, but nobody else's.

UNQESTONA3LYimportant niaterial advantages would accrue to
Canada front Commercial Union. Miniing especially, of ail sorts, and the
htmmber tu-ade, would be at once stîniulated, and employment given to a
good niany people by the influx of much-needed foreign capital, and this
would give a stimulus to the farînine interest. But to the manufacturer
and the artisan we fear the new order of things would be most disastrous.
Middlemen wonld fiourish on the business the throwing down of the
customs barrier would pour upon theni; but manufacturers, almost uni-
versaily throughout Canada, except in some specially Canadian industry
native to the soil, would soon meet the fate that usuaily awaits the small,
poor, and comparatively unskilled competitor in business of a wealthy
and bighiy skilled one. The tendency of trade is towards specialisation -
towards adopting metlîods of production that will effeet the greatest
saving, on old-fashioned muethods; and this movement is fast brirîging
about the absorption of small businosses into large ones, where a saving is
effected in the cost of management, in time eînployed on production, in a
minimum of waste of materiai. With the Canadian market open ta
the highly developed business metluods of the Americans, what proba-
bility of life would remain to the " small businesses " that now subsist
hore ? Can a manufacturer whose business is adapted only to the sanie-
what crude requirements of a market of five million of people probably
compete successfully with another whose business, long established and
brought to the highest perfection, is extensive enough for the de
veloped needs of a market twelve times as large ?h Does not every
experienced merchant know that thîs latter, having secure possession of
such a market, can aff ord to give away a thirteenth part of bis produets in
the foreign market if by so doing lie can crush out dangerous competitioli
there, while at the saine time maintaining tbe value of the other twelve-
thirteenths at home by disposing elsewhere of bis surpluses i This mainly
is what the Canadian market wili inevitabiy be used for, while Canada is
under a foreiga flag. Tbe cheap labour to be found here will not help
native industries, nor, except in a few special cases, induce the immigration
of Amersean manufacturers, who already manufacture at home more than
they can consume, being shut out from foreign markets by their fiscal
policy. Curiously, trade sticks by as well as follows the flag. WbilO
Canada remains a foreign country, Aniericans will get ail tbey can out of
it ; and they will not feel that interest in developing its resources ta the
common profit of its people as well as theniseives tbat they feel in
developing the resources of a State of the Union.

THE muin of Canadian nianufacturers înust involve the interesta of other
classes-the artisan and the trade labourer, unable ta find work here,
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