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TIIE AGRICULTURE AND ARTS BILL.

In the December number of the Journal, we
noticed the changes proposed in the law relating to
Agriculture, Arts and Manufactures, as adopted
-by the Convention that met in Toronto during the
Novenâber previous. The draft of Bill as sub-
-mitted to the Hon. the Commissioner of Agricul-
turc, by the Convention Comrnittee, subsequently
-underwent man.y important changes at the bande of
the Cemmissioner, prior to its being by him intro-
-duced to the Legisiature; and other important
amodments were made by the select Oommittee
of the lieuse, with the full sanction cf the Cern.
inissioner.

The Bill, as it passed its third Reading in the
Legislative Assembly, on the l7th of February,
wiii the found in thie nninber of the Journal.

The leading features of this measure, are:
The Board of Agricultur!e, as such, le abolished,

-and its property and functions merged in the Agri-
cultural Association, tvhîch is continued under the
vaime of IlThe Agricultural and Arts Association."
The inembere of the Board are continued as the
0onceil of the Association ; the members of sncb
couincil te bc hereafter .eleeted by the votes of
Agrieultural Socicties, in twelve Agricultural Dis.
triets.

The B3oard of Arts-and Manufactures is discon-
-ùnued, and its valuable Library of Reference ie
transferred to the department of the Cornmissioner
,of Agriculture, and formns the nucleus-and no-
mean one either-ef an Agrieultural and Arts Mu-
fieum and Library, which-is open to the public for
reference froin 10 i.m. titi 4 P.M., eauh day, ln the
,cas t wing of the Parliament Buildings.

Mechanice' Institutes having evening classes or-
ganiized for.the purpose of impnrting instruction,
or having established a teehinical Library, are en-
titled urider the Bill te reoeive grants frein the
-public funde te an anieunt net exceeding $200 fer
-any oeeyear, provided that the idetitute con tributes
-or appropriates for either or bath of tiese abjects
an equal amount ta that claîmed frein the Goveru-
-ment.- An Association of MNechatnice' Institutes
for Ontario is alsci incorporated, which is to hold
ite Annual Meeting at the time and place at which

the Provincial Exhibition is being held. The saine
provision is aise made for the Fruit Growers' Asso-
ciation, which le te meet at the saine time and place,
and ie te receive an Annual Grant of $350.

It is aise provided that Ilorticultural Societies
may be formed in any Town. of not less titan 2,000
inhabitants, snd that eh Societies shahl be entitled
te rank the s;me as Township Societies, and draw
their share of the County Grant.

Agriculttoral Societies may be formed for each
of the 82 Electoral Divisions in Ontario, except
that the City of Tarante is te be considered but as
eue Division fer the purpose of this Act. Ail Se.
cieties are te receive their grants iu full: 73 Agri-
cultural Electoral Division at $700 euch; the city
of Tarante $550; and the seven other City and
Town Electoral Divisions $350 each. The grants
uinder the Bill1, if drawn in full by every Society,
wiii amount ta upwards of $56,000 per Annum.
The Agricultural and Arts Association wiii receive
by trate of the Legislature a speciflo suin eauh year
in lieu of the 10 per cent. heretofare withbehd frein
the Societies, and the Annual vote of $4,000 te the
Board cf Agriculture. The County Societies will
report direct te the Bunreau of Agriculture, and
wili receive their grants direct frein the Govern-
ment. New Electoral Divisions are allowed te the
first day of May next te organise Socictice.

Township Societies rnay be organised whenever
fifty persans subsoribe ene dollar each-three-fifthis
of County Society Grant te bc subjcL to division
amengst the Townships; but no Township Suci.
ety is te receive more than oeafifi of the whole
of the Grant to any Connt.y. No Towvnship Society
show is te be held in any Tewnship in which the
County Society Faul Show ie held, in any year;
and every Township Society je te be icnewn by the
name of the Township in which it is situated.
Many ot.her judicious ameudments have been intro-
duced which wihI be apparent on a careful perué.al
of the Bill.

Some Sections have been added providing for
Police regulatione, and prevention cf grlinat
Exhibitions.

Frein the manner in which the Bill bas been
received by the Societies' affected by it, and ise
by the Legisîstive Assembly, we ehould j udge that
it will be acceptable to the Country, and a greett
improvement on the Oid Law.

Seth Green, Ilolyeke, Mass., it§ hatching shad
by the million, artificiiahly, and lia vants ta say
te everybody thathe %viil give thient ail tha young
shad and impegnated ovas tfiat tlîey wvili coine
and ta-ke away. The day bcfire uitghe liatehed


