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411I live myseif in this land as an example of
the breadth of British institutions. It is an
illustration of that thing upon which the Bri-
tish system is based. I ar n ot of English blood.
My ancestors were of that great race-the
French. Yet I arn acknowledged as the leader
of the Parliament of Canada, irrespective of
the blood in my veins. Twenty-two years ago
I took the leadership of the Liberal party. My
fniends came to me after Mr. Blake 's retire-
ment and offered me the leadership. I hesita-
ted. They insisted, and 1I st-ill hesitated. I told
them that I thouglit it was flot fitting that I,
coming from the race of the minority, should
accept it. In repiy they tolci me that the Lib-
eral party knew neither creed non race. They
said "W hoeven is worthy of our land is worthy
of our leadenship," and I accepted.
ÇI The race is open to ail. Any man may corne
to this land who is willing to wonk. It matters
not who his father was or from what land he
came, or at what altar he bows, he cati aspire
to the best and highest this land has to off er.
Whatever a Briton born can dlaim he may
dlaim. British institutions know no difference
whatever.
q1 The newcomer accepts the riglits of this land
and also the duties of Canadian citizenship, for
whene thene are rights there are obligations.


