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NEW WESTMINSTER BOARDl 0F TRADE.

The annual meeting of the Board of Trade for New
Westminster took place on the 8th inst. Reports by the
president and 8ecretary, showed that prospects for the board
duriig, the coming year were chtering in every respect,
The president was particularly optimiîstic in his views. With
regard to the vexed question of halibut-fishing by Amenî.
cans, he thought things might be worse than they actually
are. Ht callcd attention to the fact that the United States
were the chief consumers of the fish at prescrit, and that as
things stand now, Canada nets the proceeds arising from
tht customs duty on the fish, tht outfitting of tht fishing
vessels, and the freight on the fish which are taken cast on
Canadian fines. The president exhorted ail the members of
the board to do ail in their power to help along the Do-
mnion Fair, and make it a success. Ht dttailed a number
of industries that intend to locate in the city ini tht course
of the year.

Tht speech concluded with a plea for a dut>' on lumber
imiported from the United States. Statisties were given
showinig tht amount of luniber used in Winnipeg in the past
ycar, and it is stated that tht greater part of this lumber
had corne across the border. It was demonstrated that had
this lumnber been tht product of Bnitishi Columbia inills it
wouid have itant thousands of dollars for tht Province,which has instead gone over into tht Ainericani side. Tht
saint thing, hie declared, is going on ail over Manitoba and
the Northwcst Territories. Other speakers were less favor-
ably disposed towards tht present state of tht hialibut
fisheries.

Mr. J. 1). Taylor called attention to, tht fact that Newv
Westminster hiad lattiy been iosing lier olci-timie importance
as a centre of tht canniing industry owing to tht policy of
tht Canners' Association of allowing several of their estab-
lisineints to remnain idle. Tht electioni of officers resuilted
as follows: President, Mr. William Mathers; vice-president,
Mr. D. S. Curtis; secretary, Mr. A. E. White. Executive
Council-Mrssrs, T. J. Trapp, F. R. Glo-veýr, A. E, Rand, H.
G. Brymniier, C. G. Major, F. J. Hart, T. S. Annandale, L. A.*Lewis, Judgt Boit, D. S. Curtis, H. Ryaii, W. R. Giiley, Dr*Hl. A. Hlolimes, J. W. Creighton, M. Sinclair, and J, Cun-

OUR AUSTRALIAN LETTER.

Ne\w South Waies serins dtstined to disasters. Tht dry
weather cut short tht harvest, but on the last day of the old
year thiere set ini what is termed a htat wave, This is i
correct expression for Sydney, whecre it lasted only ont day;
but in tht country and as far south as 'Melbourne it lasted
for a week, day and nighit. Tht thermiometer wvent ulp in
places to 1240, and a wînd like tht African sirocco blew,
blastinig aniy green stuff like a furnace flame. There followed
tilt usuai bush fires, severe in Victoria, but infinitely worse
in this State, where it swept away standing grain and grass,
which was tht neserve for the stock dulring the hot season.
Fences and buildings were destroyed, and mutch stock and
sorne lives wcre lost. Thoughi tht loss is flot so great as at
flirst reported, it is bad enough, and subscriptions hlave been
opened for needed relief. Tht Governinent is also doing
wtll in this respect. Tht fines for the present are over, and
mnay flot recur again.

Tht whtelers in the coal mines of tht Newcastle and
Maitiand districts have flouted tht Arbitration Act and
struck. They are only about threc hutndred in number, but
they have thrown about four thousand men out of work.
Tht Govenininent is Prosecuting some of tht strikers, but ini
a fashion that dots flot give mnuch hope of good effect. Tht
Most serions thing about the matter is flot the direct lose,
thoughi that is not inconsiderabit, but that it is another blow
at tht Arbitration Act, artd'to the confidence of investors in
thie industrial and commecrcial stabllty of tht State. Tht
Arbitration Att is mort than ever regarded as a machine for
oppressing empIoyers, and withonit giving conresponding

but it wili be mainly for tht articles that Canada cannot
supply-wne, barbed and plain, for fencing, and corrugated
irqn. In the rural districts the timber for rebuiiding will bc
locally supplied.

It is somewhat better -in 'tht other States, where the
harvest has been mort liberal and the calamities fewer.

Tht bank clearings for xgo4 were below those for îgo3
ini Sydney, but higher in Melbourne. This îs an indication
of tht relative states of business of tht two cities. An inci-
,dent in tht same direction is that a Sydney banik has had to,
reduce its dividends from four to two and a half per cent.
through unexpected losses in this city. It is relatively a smail
concern, but it is an indication.

.There is, nothing in tht statistics of tht volume o! trade
that shows that Ît should be poor, but it is attributable to tht
keen competition and reduction of profits.

Tht Australiant Governmtnt, Federal and' State, have
got tht Canadian bet in their bonnets, and think they can
secune Canadian prosperity by advertising Australia. Tht
Premiîer o! this Statt has taken up tht mnatter actively. They
have got tht notion somehow that Australia is not known in
Britain, flot too favorably known may be accepted as truc.
Auistralia was discovered financiaily by London twenty years
ago, when tht promoters showered loans and advaricts upon
Australia, and then its cvii days began. Its boomnsters fat-.
tened for a while, and its politicians found that tht expendi-
turc of boans easily gotten were tht casiest method of keep-
îng in power. Tht boonisters have been wiped out, but flot
so tht loani-hunigry politicians, tholugh Victoria, in 'the be-
ginning tht worst sînner, has straighitcned them, up for a
tune. Tht Englishi people, therefore, kflow Auistralia throilgh
vanished millions and diminishedJ dividends. Tbey iniluckily
know it, ton, by tht legisiation, as well as by tht financing
of both tht Commonwealth and State Parliamnents. Then,
too, how dots this State exPect to compete aigainst America
wheni the best it can offer is ind with a low rainfali at £3
per acre, weighited with curîous residential conditions as
algaillst tht fret grants of Canada, whiere cropa are certain.
It is much casier to advertise than it is to take tht bull by
the hortus-that is tht real cause o! tht backwardness, of
Australia, impossible socialismi.

Canadian trade here dots nlot show much improvemnit,
and Cariadians are not pushing it. Enquinies reach tht
agents here and in Melbourne, but if Auistralian firms are
got to take ulp tht offered huies tht probabilitits are that
tht Canadian, Manufacturer wili discover that hie cannlot give
attention to it just theri, and hie forgets to tell bis Aus-
traliani correspondent so. Canada seemns to, have tht gojod-
to stîl, but not many of tht makers seem inclined to undergo,
tht cost of getting their articles known. Tht other day 1
met a commission agent whoc was reguilarly taking orders
for Canadian goods, for which another firmi waa tht au-
thorized agent. Ht told mie hc had no trouble in getting
bis orders promptly filied, but hie took good care not to
approachi tht manufacturer directly. Ht ulsed London and
New York agents, who offered spot cash if tht orders were
promptly shipped. Not oniy were the orders quickly filled,
but hie secured lower pnices than the appointed agent could
quote. Tht authorized agent, too, says lit cannot get ship-
ments under six mionths. There will be trouble sonne dlay
between principal and agent. Such orders go forwardJ oiy
where tht goods have beta made so wcil known as to be
in demnand. And, as I have said, there is tht rub, for it
involves mioney. F. W.

Sydney, N.S.W., 24th Jantuary, 1905.

LA CHAMBRE DE COMMERCE, MOINTREAL.
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